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FARM AND DAIRY

strated Its superior hardiness in this
and other states of similar climatic
| conditions and in Canada when grown
in the same fAeld with other alfalfa. It
Is a very vigorous and early variety.”
He recommends, in case pure Grimm
ulfalfa seed can not be secured, to
#ow northern grown seed from ac.

climatized fields which have been
seede. for many years. He states:
“Turkestan alfal'a seed has given

£ood results in Minnesota, but no bet.
ter than northern grown seed of other
varieties."” 5

| Tests of the Grimm alfalfa in some
of the eastern states have also proved
this variety to be hardier than the
common sort. In Bulletin No, 154 of
the Massachusetts Experiment Sta.
tion Professor William P. Brooks
writes: “The Grimm alfalfa has suf-
fered far less than the common, even
when the seed from which the latter
was started was northern grown”
He urged the farmers to plant the
Grimm varfety, even though the seed
was <onsiderably higher In price.
“The utmost care should be taken to

purchase s«eed from parties known to
be reliable.”

Professor D. A. Moore of the Wis-
consin Fxnerimernt Station s not
yet decided fn favor of the “hardy
enld-resistant-strain nrodweed in north
ern gtates.” To Rulletin No. 259 of the
Wisconsin  Fxneriment  Station, 1
writes: “Coonerative exnarims
are haine condneted bv the Alfalf
der 1o determine definitely from e

tha hest saad comes. Rnecial a
8ead s often sold at hioh of
from 50 cents to one doll nd
with avtravaga it clalms fo N8,
Such prices are practi ohibie
tive and it f= bast, untll ¢ valne of

the anerfal alfal’as is more fully de.
tarminad.  to  nlant eond. moderate
priced aead.” Professor Moore helieves
that the Ai®erance in hardiness, as
often renorted bv farmers. |s very
In=ealy dne to a difference in sofl con-
ditfons. noor drainace. tho much acid,
| and wnenitahla seed bed

As the writer has previonsly stated,
thara {8 no anestion hnt that the
anslifving conditions of =il and seed-
bad have much to do with the hardi.
nasa and vigor of the alfalfa erop, hut
the avidence is snffieient algo to nrove
that there fa n ereat difference in the
hardiness of difarent straing or variet.
les af alfalfa when arown nnder iden
tieally the same soil and climatic con-
ditions,

How Are We to Prevent Killing of Alfalfa

(Continued irom page 3.)

Grimm aifalfa generally, owing (o the
fact that seed offered and sold as
Grimm is not always genuine Grimm
seed. Forty dollars per hundred
bounds for pure Grimm makes the
cost of seed per acre six dollars. 1
think there is no doubt but that the
value of ‘an extra cutting in a single
#eason would more than cover the ad-
Qitlonal cost of Grimm sepd. These
remarks ace- based on seedings we
made in 1910-1914 and 1915
It 1s stated by several authorities
thet a saving may he' made in using
Grimm alfalfa + owing less seed
than s ordinanily required of com-
mon alfalfa. Eight or ten pounds of
good Grimm alfalfa seed ' per acre
Sown In a good seed bed is sufficient
to produce an excellent stand, Pure
Grimm alfalfa seed may be bought
from reputable seedsmen at $40 to
$50 per hundred pounds, Farmers
must take care In securing alfalfa
seed of these hardy strains that they
buy from reliable growers or dealers.,,
Commercial Varisties of Alfalfa,
The alfalfa plant shows a great
range In cold resistance. 1In fact,
there are several reglonal varieties
of alfalfa. Some of the tropical
Strains will winter-kill in severe win-
ters In the latitude of Kansas, while
there are varietles which will sur-
vive the severe winters of North Da-
kota. Several strains range fn hardi-
ness between these two extremes. At
the present time there are recognized
in the United States nine fairly dis-
tinct commercial varioties of altalfa
varying in their adaptations to clima-
tie conditions, some giving the best
results in the north and northwese,
While .others suoceed ,only in the
south and southwest, where the win.
ters are mild.
“Common alfalfa"
alfalfas that do not
uniform varietal

includes all of the
have distinet and
characteristics, A
number of strains are beginning to be
recognized in the common group.
They are designated by the #eograph-
fcal name of the locality where gRrown
as  Kansas-grown alfalfa, Montana
grown alfalfa, or by some term de.
scrintive of the conditions under
Which the crop has developed, such as
dryland alfalfa and frrieated alfalfa
Strains developed in the South usually
oroduce larger ylelds than those pro-
duced in the northern states, but they
areless hardy,

It apnears that the hardiest straina
of alfalfa are usually of hybrid orf.
gin, nly denoted as variegated
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On the other hand, Profassor H. D
Hnehes of the Towa State Collece is
very enthusiastic and nositive In his
conclusions in favor of Grimm alfal.
fa. In a letter dated May R1st, 1017,
he states: “There are very definite
advantares In growine Grimm alfal.
fa. In mreference to other straing and
variatiog. In the first place it 13 ab.
solutely hardv a0 t“at there , s no
danver of winterkilline. In the see-
| ond piace one may make four enttines
| per year fnatead of three as is ons
| tomary with common varlety.” He
does not consider it nenessary to leave
a cover on the ground to mrotect the
Grimm aMalfa from winter&illing,
“The third advantace in growing
Grimm s the fact that it makes a
strone and virorous growth late in
the summer with the resnit that the
blue grass and other weeds are not
nearly g0 tronhlasome. The fonrth
advantare 1s that it often makes a
heavy cron of seed when the common
alfalfa erown under the same condi-
tlons produces practically no seed at
an*”

As recards nurity and cost of seeds
Professor Hurhes savs: “In the npast
we have not felt safe In recommending

alfalfa. The lealding varietios are the
Grimm, the Baltie, the Coasack, the
Acclimatized  Turkestan, Canadian
varieeated, and Sand Lucern, These
varieties, with the exception of Sand
Lucern, are more cold resiatant and
drought resistant than the other
commercial strains or varleties, ands
are therefore recommended for sec.
tions where winter-killing is likely to
oecur,

(Fditor's Note:—This article was
prepared by Mr. Teneyok, Director
of Agrfeultural Extensfon Department
of the Fmerson—Brantingham Im.
plement Company, at the suggestion
of Prasident Brantingham, who last
winter lost by freezing the major por-
tion of a large field of alf.lfa.)

A. C. MoCulloch, BS.A., an 0.A.0,
graduate who has for two years been
an instructor in the Oregon State
Agricultur~ College, has now returned
to Canada (o take a position as poul-
try speclalist with the Department of
Agriculture In New Brunswick. With
his Canadian and United States ex-
perfence, Mr. MoCulloch Is now well
fitted to do good work for the poultry
Industry In the Maritime provinces.
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Egg Laying Contest at Guelph
NEW feature of the Guelph show
A this year, and one that att acts
ed much attention, was an agg

laying competition

open to pers of five

The contest wos

birds and lasted
for six days—the duration of the fair.
*rof. Graham had charge of tho cons
tost and the feeding of most of the
pens and he made them Iay in epite
of the changed conditions and crowds
of sightsecrs, Ten peas, ull purebred
birds, competed. Harold Sutton, of
Guelph, won first with Rhode Island
Red pullets, scope 48, eggs lald 24,
Perhaps Mr. Sutton had an advantage

in that his birds were easlly trans-
borted to the fair without the st
back of a railwsy Jourmey.  Other

awards were as follows: —

Becond, J. R, Stork, St. Catharine 8,

Barred Rocks, 18 ag 36  polmts;
third, A. W. Piggott iiphide, Barred
Rocks, 17 eggs, 32.75 points; fourth,
Norfolk Specialty Farm, Gien Wil

liwms, Leghorns. 25.9 points
and sixth places, R, E. Burton & Son,
namilton, and J. A, Gillett Aylmer,
tied with 12 eggs each, but (he former
won on weight of eggs

Early Pullets vs, Old Hens
OR profitable early winter egg pro.
duction the early hatched pul.
let s three times better than
the late pullct, four times better than
the yearling hen and 30 times better
than the “aged” hen.

Bary pullets are best for
©ggs. This has been demonstrated
many times. The Poultry Division
Bxperimental Farm, has collected fig
ures for several years, and when (he
three months (November, December
and January) only are taken into con.
sideration, the relative profitableness
of the four ages is ns noted above. It
the six winter months were consid.
ered the contrast would not be
striking, for the bens and the
pullets were just beginning to lay
when the experiment closed How-
ever, if eggs alone are to he consid-
ered, we cannot afford to feed birds
until towards sprine bofore they pro-
duce. Even if desired for breeding it
I8 & question if, with the high price o
feed, we had not better rely upon the
well matured pullet for hatching egun
next spring, rather than feed heng
that will not produce, or only A

In Pfin

winter

50
late

loss. Certainly there is no excuse
whatever for keeping in our poultry
houses late pullets, whose CgRS cost
more than (hey are worth nd

are absolutely useless as bresders

This summary is of results that X
tend over four years, and are taken
from several of the farms of (he sy
tem,

‘These figures show that early pul
lets (hatched before May 1s) pro-
duced eges at a cost for feed of 183
cents. The late pullets (hatched
after May 15th) at a cost of 56 cents
The year old hens at a cost of 752
cents, and for every dozeén eggs lald
by the hens in the aged class the cost
of feed was $673,

Arain these facts should be em-
pnauized: (1) That for profitable egg
production birds should lay before
February, (2) Barly well matured
pullets are the only birds that may be
expected to do this. (3) Late puilets
4s & rule will mot pay to keep. (1)
For eggs, hens are not profitable. (5)
It we have a good flock of early pul-
lets, for the time being depend 1pon
them for breeding. (6) It is « na
«tional loss to keep birds that eat . dol-
lar's worth of feed to produce 50 conts
worth of eggy.
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