116 THE MARTLET

EDITORIAL

It had been our inten

THE tion to disenss the The
STUDENTS atre  Night disturbance
AND THE thi= week, but perhaps the

POLICE. following editogial taken
from the Montreal Daily
Star will have more weight, coming as

it does from outside sources
“The evidenee given by the Metill sta
betore the Police Come-

dents last night

mittee  furnishes definite  form to the
charges which had previonsly been made,
and certainly places the police foree in
A serions position.  As the enguiry has

not vet closed, we have no intention of

pre-judging the tindings: but it is only
fair to the police to point out that a
series of denials from “plain elothes”
men that they saw nothing happen will
hardly offset  the positive evidence of
men who not only saw but felt very det
inite things happen.  When students are
battered up o that they need medical as
sistance, when they are knocked sense
less and even given permanent injuries,
it is idle to pretend that nothing went on,

“One question which is being asked to
day is why the police, who seem to have
been present in large numbers, made no
If they

have arrested no one else, they

arrests at all, save one, conld

could

have carvied off sueh students as were

knocked down and lay insensible.  Bet

ter still, they onght to have arrvested the
men who made these asaults, no matter

who they were. It is a terrifie arraign
ment of the police that, on a night ol
special vigilanee, =0 many serions  as
<aults conld be commitied on the public
streets by some one: and yvet not a sin
ale arrest e made among the assailants,
If the police theory is to he that ontside
these assanlts, they

thugs committed

would be in a mueh hetter position il
thev had a few of the ruflians in the cells
to produce as examples,

“Then it would seem as if this ‘plain

clothes'  business  was  overworked as

against students, Plain elothes’ men
are the last resort of police who should
he sent to keep order when a lot of reck
less yvoung fellows are ont for a lark
Naturally they do not pay the same at
tention to a ‘plain elothes” man, about
whose identity they may he in doubt, as
to an ofticer in wniform.  In such eases,
what is wanted is not so much detection

as prevention:

and this ean best he sup
plied by a uniformed patrol,

“Of course, no one will offer exceuses
for any injury to private property, work-
ed by the students.  They have no right
to insult citizens or damage their prem
ises:and they seem to have displayed
singnlarly bad judgment in selecting the

seetion of the city where they played
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