CHRISTIAN UNIty.
By Rev. J. p T'reacy.

At no time more than at present
have greater efforts been made b
the leaders of religious thought in

That sych 4 union f{g
necessary g apparent to the most
casual observer; its importance

» especially in
a country where bitter animositieg
arising from religious disunion
have had the lamentable effect of
i who are otherwige
united by the social bonds of lan-
Suage, race and country.  When
men are diametricall_\' opposed in
religious matters an( carry with
them into daily life the practical re-
sult of religious antagonism, ¢

and harmony should he banished
from our midst, are usually
governed in all the various detaifs
of life hy certain fixed anq well-de-
termined principles
From these ;

are influenced toe strongly by
division

thus that spirit of
Christian peace which the Savionr
brought on earth, and which wyg
chanted by angels’ voices at Hijs
birth, ig relegated from, the midst
of a Community, the members of
which are Supposed to observe it
as the fundamenta) doctrine of their

of so much strife and contention,
and substitute iy, their place the
true principles of Christian unity,
That this is the wish of many lead-
ing churchmen belonging to the
i Christian denominations
was  clearly demonstrated at the
Congress of Religions held in Chic-
ago, in 1893 and €ven more re-
cently at the Pan-American Con-
gress of Toronto, [, both con-
gresses the varioys contending
creeds were well represented, and
although the reunions were not as

successful a5 paq been an-
ticipated yet they have pot
heen altogether “without fruit.
They  have created a fyr-
ther desire on the part of the
various denominations to know

nore of one another, and while no
practical movement hasg been under-
taken for the re-establishment of
religious unity, yet much has been
done towards allaying the harsh
feeling of prejudice and encour-
aging and promoting a more yn-
iversal spirit of Christian fraternity,
‘here is nothing dearer to the heart
of Him whom we all regard as our
common Master than the preser-
vation of that admirable unjon
which was characteristic of His
first disciples and which in succeed-
ing generations was the criterion of
the truth of His Religion for the
Pagans of Greece and Rome.
“And not only for them do T pray
but for those also who  through
their word shall believe in me ;

that they all may be one, ag Thou,




