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The enthusiasm with which the Century Fund
was launched has not yet died out., At the
first meeting of the executive committee last week
the ministers pledged themselves to raise $100,000
o the $1,000,000 required, It is in onder now to
heat from the elders,

LR N

The score of faithful committeemen upon
wheno the burden of work at the last General
Assembly fell are enjoying a much-needed rest
In the weantime they may also bave time W
fully contider the mattes committed to them
during the Assembly, and it may be that the
conclusions, reached after mature deliberation,
will not tally with those In which they ac-
quiesced while another Couvener was pulliug at
their coat-tails at the Assembly. Jt might not
be a bad idea to elect proxies next year.

L

We have noted with more than passing plea-
surc the increasing interest taken in nature
studies. Current literature has a large place
fur such works as those of Chapman’s “Bird
Life,” Card’s “Bush Fruits,” Parkhurst's “Na-
ture for Its Own Sake,” Groos’ “The Play of
Animals,” Kenyon's “Newa from the Birds,”
and many others. These will prove better com-
panions to the minister during his vacation than
will “David Harum” or “Red Rock,” ete. They
will send him out into the woods and fields
with his field-glass, and he will return to his
pulpit with a mind richly stored with nature
lcre, upon which in the coming months he may
draw for many an apt illustration.

* * *

A few Sabbaths ago, when a conference was
Leing held in a‘town in Eastern Ontario, the
officials of a church in an adjacent town con-
ceived and carried out the plan of chartering a
lecal steamer, and carrying passengers at a fair
profit to the town in which the Conference was
being held. At the said Conference a strong
resolution was passed calling upon the mem-
Lers of the church to guard the Sabbath Day
from the encroachments of greedy corporations.
‘I"ne profits made on this particular Sabbath did
not go to swell the dividends of the boat com-
pany, but to help pay for a new church the
congregation bad recently finished. Did the
end justify the means? Was there much fv_lu
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The Christiaon Endeavor Convention, meeting
at Detroit, congratulated itse’f upon the success
of the year that has [»st closed, That is mot
valled success which weut by that name some
years ago. Then the orgamization was winning
its way, commending “*-lf to the Christian pub-
I Enthusiasm was its watdhword, and how to
promote it was the aim of its promoters. Suc-
cess I8 not mow computed numerically, but is
reckoned by achievement., What practical work
his been accomplished ?
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Tt is encouraging to note that the answer to
this s an encouraging one. With a4 somewhat
& zller membership (we speak only for our own
covntry) the aetual work accomplished has been
greater, and we conclude the o tual working
strength of the organization is wer greater or
18 being used to better purpose.  And we rejoice
to find this evidence of real progress.  The
strength that is reckoned by the thousands is
ret worth much unless the thousands can be
itduced to follow some leader into active service,
And ;A]leudrr for a thousand ia not forthcoming
ar call,

———

Century Fund Reflections.

‘The first distinet move on the part of the
Twentieth Century executive is befave us, in the
shape of a cirenar unfolding a scheme by w.uch,
@iving on an average of a tenth of one year's in

me to the fund, the ministers of our Church
shall, within the next two years, contribute
§100,000, or oretenth of the whole Century

Fund. 1 scheme is heroie: at first sight it
looks i ssible, but as we think of it, it grows
upon ind we begin to sce that it can, and
will successful. For we know that in a
qu il unobtrusive way our ministers are

\ leaading in almost every form of Church
and thus we are carried on to the belief
hey are the very men who may be ex-

ted to prove equal to the new occasion for
t-denia', presented to them by the committee,

It must be seen, indeed, that there will be much

selt-deniul required before s¢ large a sum as this

Ministers' Tenth is reached. Yet we are

confident that we have in the ministry of our

Church a class of men who are so devoted and

true and unselfish that they will stand the test,

and will willingly deny themselves that the min-
iter’s call to service may be promptly and gen-
erously met.

We bethink ourselves of the splendid impetus
that such unselfish action will have upon the
Church; of how every nunister will thus stand
before his congregation as acknowledged 'eader
in the great movement; of how our laymen will
have all their doubts as to the feasibility and
necessity of the Century scheme swept aside;
and of how % and people standing shoul-
der to shoulder will set up a fitting memorial
of God’s presence with His Church in the cen-
tury now closing; and we say: May God
#uide and encourage and strengthen our minis-
ters to give such noble answer to this appeal as
shall assure (he success of the Ministers'
Ienth scheme, and also of the whole Century
Fund movement.

There is something in the appeal about the
strong helping the weak, and rightly so. A
tenth, from the Home Mission pioneer whose
income is small, and even a problematic sum,
or from the mi of some ling aug-

heard of soonm, tha' we have great confidence
that the apostobe injunction will be obeyed,
and that strong and weak shall stand togetlier in
auswering this appeal.

Our Church has great confidence in its minis-
ters, and in a right way is proud of them, and
gledly trusts them and follows their lead.

Ir. this matter our people will watch with
interest the course taken by the men they rever-
ence and love, and we imagine to ourselves the
turst o applause—expressed in quick following
of a nob!. evample—wihich will greet the suc-
cess of the Ministers’ Tenth scheme. Of
that success we cannot doubt. Long acquaint-

"“ance with the men who are asked to take the

place of honor and of sacrifice, makes us cer
tain that before the quiet scason—the holiday
scason—is over, the way will have been shown
by our ministera by which there may be advance
al! along the line.

Religious Conference,

—

Thousands are now ling Jather and
tlhither to and from conferences upon religious
topies. The most eigantic of these is now meet-
ing in Detroit. It is perhape the one whose
effccts may be as strongly felt for «vil as for
good. Many of those iu attendance are in the
formative stage of their religious experience.
Impressions are received that sink deep. Emo-
tions are strongly roused, attention is concen-
trated, and the mind is closed to all but the one
tlea thew being powerfully presented. The
brand of it will remain and may be read many
years afterwards.

If the idea so powerfully presented be the
emholiment of a great principle, the impress
oi it upon the mind will be a lasting benefit.
If, as is too often tho case, it is merely the
description of the application o1 a great prin-

ciple, haps unler circumstances and with sur-
roun very different from those obtaining
where hearer resides, the result is likely to

be a me o unhappy one, Perhaps not one in ten of
those who listen to the description will discover
the underlying principle, which is the same in
Canada as in Texas, but the ever-rcady pencil
will make a note of the method pursued. The
same method is tried in their home field; they

lock for similar results; their disappointment -

is the least of the evils that follow, for work
lias been spoiled, and time has been lost, and
discord has been luced. A tr d
recponsibility rests upon the speaker at such a
@reat ion, The 1 haract
of his audience nnkes the discussion of any but
the most elementary p inciples to be fraught
with danger.

A real impulse upward is often received in
what are known as conferences for the deepen-
ing of the spiritual life. ‘The vista that opens
as cne listens is in itself an inspiration. Life
scems a different thing if such life be possible.
An ictense longing to realize it takes the place
of the religious indifference of former days, and
mer. wiho cared nothing for the spiritual, dwell
with real enjoyment upon its possibilities,

Then, too, the very close connection—indeed,
the identificaticn of the spiritual with the every-
day life that chese conferences have helped to
emphasize- las filled the daily life with new
meaning. Quite an alarming number held to
tllne comfortable belief that there was an almost

ented charge, who has from year to year to for-
give a certain deficiency, may well be too heavy
a burden, though we know enough of these men
t+ prediet that they will strain every nerve that
thar quota may be provided. But our abler
and better provided for men will keep this point
it mind, and out of their own assured abundance
will devise liberal things, so helping to lighten
the burden of their brethren. Already we hear
of members who are preparing to do that. ‘The
$5,000 subscribed by the worthy agent of our

in the resolution so heartily passed P

the Sabbath? Need we wonder that corpora-
ticns, whose business is to make dividends, fol-
lcw the example of the thrifty officials?

Church, as we believe, will not steod alone; we
should not wonder if it were exceeded, and sub-
scriptions of $1,000 and $500 are 83 sure to be

Inte divorce between the religious life and
the daily busi life. The t ure of the
cne, taken at stated Intervals, is much above
the normal; that of the other—well, as it is not
connected with the spiritual life, it does not
toitter, but it is not above the line,

It comes as a distinet shock to learn that no
such line of demarcation exists, and that our
spiritual t ture is ly indicated by
the level of our daily life. If the religious con-
vention has done nothing but emphasize this, till
we are dlowly admitting its truth, it has justified
its cxistence. We shall be more careful of the
daily life. We shall make some effort at least
to raisc its epiritual temperature,




