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from Koncesvalles as far as Orisaon along the crest of the mountains:

it was followed in the campaign of 1813.
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4 From Jaca by the pass of Canfrano to Oleron. In the Central

Pyrenees, that is to say, from the sources of the Adour and of the

Cinca, to those of the Ari^ge and the Sdgre, we meet nothmg but

mere footpaths impracticable for armies, and which are scarcely

travelled even by smugglers. The principal of these are :-l that

from Vcnasque to Saint Gaudens; and 2, that from Rialp to Saint

Gaudens. In the Eastern Pyrenees, that is from the sources of the

Ariege and of the S^gre to the Mediterranean, there are :—

1. The road from Urgel to Perpignan by Puycerda, the Gorge of

la Perche, and Montlouis ; it has many defiles.

2. The road from Campredon to Perpignan, by Pratz-de-MoUo and

the Boulon.
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3 The road from Figuieres to Perpignan, by the Junquera, the

Gorge of Pertus, the Fort of Bellegarde, and the Boulon: this is the

great eastern high road.

The two first-mentioned roads turn the third in skirtmg along the

Tesh and the Tet, the first lines of defence of France. Communica-

tion in a direction parallel with the crest of the chain is impossible,

by reason of the breadth of the spurs. The nearest road on the

southern face is that which runs from Pampeluna by Balbostro and

Lerida to Barcelona.

The invasion of Spain cannot therefore be effected on a continuous

line ; and as the want of roads prevents the country from being

entered by the middle of the chain, an invading army can only

advance by the great western and eastern roads. That on the west

appears to be the easier of the two, because there are fewer fortified

places upon it; but the aggressor has upon his flank the maritime

Pyrenees, from whence he may be shut up in the defiles of the Ebro.

On the east there is a quadruple line of fortresses, covered by winding

streams, and by a large river; and by this road only the regions

bordering on the Mediterranean are reached; it does not lead to the

centre of the Peninsula. It would be an act of the greatest impru-

dence to endeavour to penetrate by both these roads at once, for they

do not converge, and are separated by large expanses of territory, and

by natural obstacles of every description. An invader, therefore,

must advance by the one, and be satisfied with observing the other.

It is impossible to penetrate by the middle of the chain in the present

state of the passes. Napoleon dared not attempt it, but he enter-

tained the project of levelling the Pyrenees by excavating a great

road through the middle of them. If this were affected, then.


