
to yoa
^ciirs of

e in not

J
Christ,

ig foil!)

lii'iilnL'ss

i pcrso.

ir souls,

the pro-

ingdom,

for ever

prepare

back on

U of his

lid teach

Ing God,

. that he

: c right-

)uld also

the time

his is the

Lilarly di-

nmke us

hy of this

I imnica-

must see

[1 conipa-

t in their

y for lil'e

list value

to layii g
: ofthings

s on tliem

s, and on

€1

Jesus Christ, ^ho purcluscd all good thing?? fox

us, wilt" I we had lost thcni. Loving iheni, you
will live to them; and >oii will (»verconic the

woild, and all its troiiMes, and trial*, and vanities.

What are its \anities in comparison with everlast-

ing good things in lieaxen ? Shall its troubles

or trials distiess us ; seeing that they arc the dis-

pensations ol a go;)d God, to wean us from sin

andthewoild, and to fit us for holiness and for

Heaven ? *' Nay^ in all these things we are more

than couipicrors through him that loved us,"* if

we love him and things etcrjial. Are your af-

fections set on things elcrnal ? If not, what have

yau done for them, to know them, or to love them,

or to acquire them ? Have you so numbered your

days, as to apply your hearts unto wisdom ? Have
you imj)roved your lime, this last year ; devoted a

part of it, to cultivating iioliness, and preparation

tcr eterni<:y ? Have you given a part, a small part

ofe\ery day, to using the means given you by God
for growing in grace, and in the knowledge of our

Lord ? Unless you have done this, how can you be

more wise, more holy, more set upon things above,

or better preparetl lor eternity, than you were a

twel.emonth ago? You cannot, and yet you

have an account to give of the use you have made
of all your liaie and talents tor the } ear past ; and

you knov/ not how soon your account will be

cioscd.

The day lasts. The year commences. Still,

time is granted unto you to improve a day ofgrace,

and to make this an accepted year of the Lord,

acceptable to him, and prolitabie to you, in your

woiking out your salvation ; in your laying up
treasure in heaven, and laying hold on life eterna!.

Oh, improve the year to come, every day, while it

• Hjoiuans, 3—57.
il


