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purlflcaUon of baptism, and to obtain for it the appropriate
title of Saint Sacrement." The less zealous English thought
they conferred a sufficient honour on Its unsullied fountains
when they bestowed the name of their reigning prince, the
second of the bouse of Hanover. The two united to rob the
untutored possessors of lU woodbd scenery of their native
right to perpetuate its original appellation of " Horlcan "

Winding its way among the counUess islands, and em-
bedded in mountains, the " holy lake" extended a dozen
leagues stiU farther to the south. With a high plate that
there Interposed Itself to the further passage of the water
commenced a portage of as many miles, which conducted'
the adventurer to the banks of the Hudson at a point
where, with the usual obstructions of the rapids, or riits
as they were then termed to the language of the country'
the river became navigable to the tide.

While, In the pursuit of their daring plans of annoyancs,
the resUess enterprise of the French even attempted tie
distant and difficult gorges of the AUeghany, it may easUy
be Imagtaed that their proverbial acuteness would not over-
look the natural advantages of the district we have just
described. It beiame, emphaticaUy, the bloody arena In
which most of the batUes for the mastery of the colonies
were contested. Forts were erected at the different points
that commanded the facilities of the route, and were taken
and retaken, rased and rebuilt, as victory smiled or ex-
pediency dictated. WhUe the husbandman shrunk back
from the dangerous passes, within the safer boundaries of
the more ancient settlements, armies larger than those that
had often disposed of the sceptres of the mother countries
were seen to bury themselves in these forests, whence they
never reissued but in skeleton bands, that were haceard bv
care or dejected by defeat

Though the arts of peace were unknown to this fatal
region, its forests were alive with men ; its glades and glens
rang with the sounds of martial music, and the echoes of
its mountains threw back the laugh, or repeated the wanton
cry, of many a gaUant and reckless youth, as he hurried
by them to the noonUde of his spirits, to slumber to a lone
night of forgetfulness.

It was to this scene of strife and bloodshed that the
Incidents we shaU attempt to relate occurred, during the
third year of the war which England and France last waged


