
m THE BOOK OF JOEL.

a Ktofi ym-M, ooap. with a Chroo. xxi:8; we learn that
they becane ind^endeat of Judah hi the tune of Joram,
B. C 88;>-flQ3. They were agafai ittbdned, and their capital

city Petra captured. B. C ajMii, though the southern
and eartem parts of their territory were not conquered
until the rcifn of Uariah, about B. C. 83a. The prophet
nust have exercised his mfaiistry, therefore, prior to the

bitter date.

4. The fact that no mentioa is made of the uivasion 1^
the Syrians of Damascus, proves that Joel was one of the

eariy pnqihets. This occurred fa the latter part of the

reign of Joash. B. C. 950-^

5. The Ugh antiquity of Joel is proved by the fact that

he makes no reference to the Assyrian invasion of the two
Jewish kingdoms in B. C Tga On die other hand, Amos
clearly aOudes to it (vi :i4).

6. Another proof is derived from the relation between
Joel and Amos. The latter was certainly well acquainted

with the writmgs of the former.

7. The mention of the Valley of Jehoshaphat is a cir-

cumstance leading to the same conclusion. It took this

name from the memorable victory there gamed over

Moab and Ammon. The way m which Joel refers to

it shows that this event must have been a comparatively

recent one, and that the memory of it was still fresh.

On these grounds we conclude that in fixing die time

of this prophet, we cannot take for our termmus a quo
an earlier date than B. C. 890, nor for our terminus ad
qurm a later one than 840. It most probably falls between

B. C. 860-850. Joel therefore is the oldest of the Minor

Prophets,


