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)nai)lf, in onU-r iiatiied. " of I5<> rejM)rts i-Natniiied in

cotiiiection witli the forist wcaltli of tin- iiortlierii i)art of

the provint-e of Ontario, the j.'reater nuinher refer to the

suri)risiiiK extent and vahie of the sprnce >{rowth, th(ni>{h

the primary ohject of the reports was to <liseover the

extent and vahie of the i)ine preserves of the ])ro\ ime.

Thns Borron, in the narrative of his explorations of Ilnd-

son Hay hasin (iSSi), says:—"The timber consists of

sprnce, aspen, iH>phir, tamarack and white hirch chiefly.

Of these the sjjrnce is the most valnahle

Tiie larjjest trees are ;ihout seven feet in circumference."

Lyon, in his rei)orl of lands in the Kainy River district,

says :—" The whole of the country is covered with timber

with the exception of spots where it lias been burnt. The

timber is chiefly ])oplar, spruce, oak, elm, basswood,

cedar, white pine, red pine, jack pine, tamarack and

birch."

The Dotninion surveyors' reports ^ive evi<lence of the

same desire to discover pine, but these, as those of the

provincial land surveyors, describe the alnuuhune <»f

spruce.

The reports of the (ieological Survey contain nnich

information on this subject. Thus, in the exi)loration of

Rainy River region, 1.S.S7-8.S, the follovsing is the rejiort :

"It cannot be called a pine country Ihouj^h there is some

in spots ; the prevailing timber is spruce, cedar, tamarack,

balsam and hard woods."

In the Province of (Juebec over ninety reiwrts of land

surveyors—made before the g.eat discovery that s])ruce

was />ar fxri/h-nce the wood for paper pulp—have been

examined. These corroborate the conclusions of the

surveyors of Ontario. Thus of Hras du Nord of River

Ste. Anne and tributaries, the surveyor says:—"The
spruce is of greater quantity than other kinds of timber ;

'

'

of Bay Lake, Ottawa County, the surveyor says

:

" Abundance of white and red pine and spruce." Other

surveyors report " mechanical spruce," " white and black

spruce," " chiefly spruce," "good spruce," over a wide

extent of country.


