
of the Local Option Law that is possible. He is active in
i.H- extreme in instituting prosecutions whenever he
thiiks he has the least chance to succeed. He is assisted
hy the police departin.-nt. who are more alert in arresting
men Jor drunkenness and other crimes, and this mav -xc-
count in a large measure for the big increa>e in the Jourt
convictions.

So this leads 'Hie Planet to place minor importance

rvu \ir'/''"^
^^'^^ convictions lor drunkenness havr IX-

The police court records, however, show two things-
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^^'" getting drunk in Owen Sound, and

this drinking is leading them tr other crimes that are
worse.

c \\-^i"\'7^^'"^'^'
Option has been proven ineffective iniA\ LNG men from the drinking habit—and it is thereby

stamped as an incomplete and fallible TEMi'ERAN'CF
measure.

Alen can get liquor in Owen Sound, anv time theywant it, and they can get enough of it to get gloriously
drunk whenever they want to.
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Then there is the argument of the Assessment, and
he loss the town sustains in the way of taxes from the

hotels.

When Local Option passed in Owen Sound, the hotelmen appealed to the court of revision for a reduction in
their assessment, hut the appeal was thrown out. They
appealed furt_h(r to the County Judge and he made a re-
duction of 23 pe cent u their assessment. Since that
time there was a gene incr ase in the assessment of 20
per cent., all over the cuy to answer the growing demands
of the town, but that r. . 25 per r^nt. reduction for theho el men still hold. Wuether the Countv Judge
will sustain his own c .vhen the matter comes up
again is another ques ,/hetber or not the County
Judge of Kent would ti. the same kind of a stand in
over-ruhng the court of rt ision in Chatham, should thev
decide to leave the hotel as smmt as it is, is still anotheV
question. No matter how oes. the question of reduced
assessment is not regard, ; .e,,' 'slv n Owen Sound.
1 he town IS prosperous and t -^tt,.^ of a tew thousands
of dollars in the assessment , it > a very mate-ial


