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the Come Commonwealth, as an attempt to establish a separate bloc. 
Let us beware lest in changing the form we lose the substance; or, 
for appearance’s sake, sacrifice reality. I am told that, somewhere, 
over the grave of one who did not know when he was well off, there 
is the following epitaph : “I was well; I wanted to be better; and 
here I am.”

The Hope of the Future

In the passage I quoted from Mr. Churchill a moment ago I 
gave only a part of what he said. He set forth, as well, the means 
of realizing his vision of peaceful co-operation. “Let us,” he said, 
“ . . . seek to impress, year after year, upon the British Empire, an 
inclusive and not an exclusive character.”

Like the nations of which it is composed, the British Common­
wealth has within itself a spirit which is not exclusive, but the 
opposite of exclusive. Therein lies its strength. That spirit expresses 
itself in co-operation. Therein lies the secret of its unity. Co-opera­
tion is capable of indefinite expansion. Therein lies the hope of the 
future.

Commonwealth and World Co-operation

It is of the utmost importance to the Commonwealth that there 
should continue to be the greatest possible co-operation among its 
members. In like manner it is, I believe, of the utmost importance 
to the future of mankind that, after the war, there should be the 
greatest possible co-operation among the nations of the world.

Our wartime co-operation is not the product of formal institu­
tional unity; it is the result of agreement upon policies of benefit to 
all. Moreover, they are policies that make an appeal “to all sorts of 
men in all sorts of countries,” provided only they are men of good 
will.

If, at the close of hostilities, the strength and unity of the Com­
monwealth are to be maintained, those ends will be achieved not by 
policies which are exclusive, but by policies which can be shared with 
other nations. I am firmly convinced that the way to maintain our 
unity is to base that unity upon principles which can be extended to 
all nations. I am equally sure that the only way to maintain world 
unity is to base it upon principles that can be universally applied.
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The war has surely convinced all nations, from the smallest to 

the greatest, that there is no national security to be found in the 
isolation of any nation or group of nations. The future security of 
peace-loving nations will depend upon the extent and effectiveness 
of international co-operation.

It is no less true that it is not the great powers only that are 
needed to defend, to preserve, and to extend freedom. We should be 
false to the freedom for which we are fighting if, at any time, we 
failed to remember that no nation livcth unto itself ; and that nations, 
great and small, are members one of another.

Prosperity like Security, Indivisible

It is not merely the security of nations that is indivisible. Their 
prosperity also is indivisible. Few would wish to return to the years 
before the war, when almost every nation sought economic security 
in economic isolation from its neighbours. What happened was that 
the economic security of all nations was destroyed. Now is surely the 
time for the whole world to realize that, just as no nation of itself can 
ensure its own safety, so no nation or group of nations can in isolation 
ensure its own prosperity.

For my part, I profoundly believe that both the security and the 
welfare of the nations of the British Commonwealth and, in large 
measure, the security and welfare of all peace-loving nations will 
depend on the capacity of the nations of the Commonwealth to give 
leadership in the pursuit of policies which, in character, are not 
exclusive but inclusive. How far such policies can be successfully 
pursued will, of course, depend on the extent to which other nations 
are prepared to pursue similar policies. But let us, at least, wherever 
that is possible, give the lead that is in the interests of the world as 
a whole.

Canada and the United States

You, Prime Minister, have referred to the importance of strength­
ening the fraternal association that now exists between the British 
Commonwealth and the United States.

Over many years Canada’s relations with the United States have 
been especially friendly. Throughout the war, we have followed the
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