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enemy and managing and defending French interests abroad. The Governments
of the United Nations have been officially notified of the formation of the Com-
mittee and requested to accord it recognition. His Majesty’s Government have
not yet replied to this request, and are in consultation with the United States
Government as regards the terms of their reply.

On the 7th June the Committee, while adopting an idea originally put
forward by General Giraud of a small War Cabinet or Committee, t%e member-
ship of which was not announced, proceeded to allot a certain number of
Commissariats, seven of the new Commissaries being drawn from outside the
ranks of the Committee. Of the new nominees, MM. Pleven, Diethelm, Adrien
Tixier have held important posts in the F ighting French organisation, MM. Couve
de Murville, René Mayer and Abadie have served General Giraud, while
M. Henri Bonnet, former Director of the League of Nations Institute of Intel-
lectual Co-operation, who came to this country from Bordeaux in June 1940,
and then went to the United States, and who may be classed as a ‘‘ neutral,’’
‘ takes over Information. Thus both M. 'Soustelle and M. Labarthe, who
\ performed this duty respectively for Generals de Gaulle and Giraud, cease to
| hold office. t

General de Gaulle addressed several meetings of his supporters in the course
of the week; and both he and General Giraud made frientﬁy references to one
another on the same platform. They both addressed the Algerian Délégations
Financiéres. General de Gaulle’s many pronouncements and his call on the
6th June for ‘‘ a Fourth Republic—that of national renovation,”’ as well as the
speeches of M. Philip and M. Capitan, leader of the de Gaullist movement in
Algeria, suggest that issues of ipternal politics may henceforth be taken up
vigorously. General Giraud’s bioadcast of the 4th June, which was singularly
elevated in tone, maintained a balance which may henceforth not be 80 easy in
its triple tribute to Fighting France, to those who are suffering and resisting
inside France itself, an§ to others ‘‘ who must be included in the same salute ’’—

_ men ** faithful to discipline and to the principle of obeying orders "’—the Armies
; of Africa, who * waged an incredible struggle against the Italian and German
| Armistice Commissions,”” pending the Allied lan ing in Africa.
- Laval, having at least temporarily got the better of high-up *’ opposition,
‘ “ which assumed (so it would seem) the dimensions of a plot, broke a seven months’
| silence, by a long broadcast on the 5th J une, after it had been further ostponed
as a result of Italian objections. The Italians are reliably reporteg to have
scouted his announcing an even symbolical reconstruction of the French army and
| fleet. He therefore at the outset stressed France’s helplessness : without army,
; fleet, empire, gold. It had been painful for him to go on his recent trip ‘‘ abroad.”’
He had had to bear all the weight of the ‘“ errors '’ and * betrayals *’ of others.
He then went on to record his own (somewhat specious) claims to speak on behalf
! | of France in the matter of reconciliation with Germany and Italy, with both
: of whom ‘‘ we must first of all live in peace and maintain trustin

: : le. .
and friendl create unity among all French peop : is circumstance contributes
rélations.” But while the Axis Powers were ‘ giving their %lood to sterg Laval thus becomes @hetoﬁzzc;lis,,sca h{gsovavt(‘;uill(;i gghé:: lto have been forestalled
Bolshevism,” France must ““ by her work take her share of the common effort and to explain the ‘‘ plot iirgams Pétain on the 1st May (see Summary No. 189), but
g sacrifice.””  She could not remain indifferent. “ She can and must become a by a letter from Hitler to

country freely associated, instead of continuing to maintain the status of a
dependent country. That is the essential aim of the policy pursued by the
! Government.”” The Axis Powers appreciated this; and he had thus just
l succeeded in obtaining the formation of the First Regiment of France
‘ ' In it lies promise and hope for our new army ’’ (an army, be it noted, already .
: promised by Hitler to Pétain last November). He had also been promised that
; they should not have to suffer along the Rhone from a demarcation line ** such
as we already know and which divides our territory.”* But (no doubt with his
Axis listeners in view) Laval did not omit to mention the ‘* all-too-numerous *’
Frenchmen who awaited deliverance from Britain, the United States and Russia,
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" and rejoiced over *‘ military events which took place recently in Tunisia,”’ though réle conservatoire despxt(le th:‘lrgeretl!)mdl!’%i:ig would remain Head of the State but

}' he declared that passion prevented them from seeing that an ‘‘invasion of from Paris, point to a plan of Reyent,—'thoilgh this did not necessarily imply

| Europe ** was a *‘ probably hopeless enterprise.”” In any case it meant the ruin with the title and powers ctod that among those behind the latter scheme are

e of their country from the skies. They should also realise that ‘‘ Bolshevism cannot monarchy.- It is even l:lggg v{;lunteers who fought in Tunisia on the Axis side,
for any time remain the ally of Anglo-Saxon capitalism. . . . . If the Allies some of the small number o
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were to win, the Anglo-Saxon world would very soon have to face the Soviets,”’
and the result of the struggle could not be open to doubt: a Soviet Euro e;
whereas what he propounded was an organisation (on a poptlar basis) of the
peoples of the Continent such that “neither the victorious nor the defeated

: nations will ever again feel tempted to rise against each other.”” France had
nothing to fear from this competition. -
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