Here come the’80s

Finances
willbe a
problem

Financing city services in the '80s
will be a major problem, predicts
Mississauga Mayor Hazel McCallion.

““Mississauga wili have to dig
deep,”’ says the mayor. ‘‘The city will
have to continue to find ways to in-
crease the efficiency of city services,
while making every effort to reduce
the costs of operation.”

The mayor, who won't say whether
or not she'd like to be at the city's
helm through the '80s, blames ‘‘infla-
tion factors™” for the city's troubles.

““There's no pleasant horizon
ahead,”’ says McCallion, who's ada-
manti thai raising laxes isa't ihe best
solution to financing city services in
the '80s. ‘‘We 've got to hammer home

. that the people aren't prepared to

accept upping taxes again and again.
The major difference between the
private and the public sectors is, if the
private sector plans poorly, a business

. “bankrupts, but if the public sector

Energy will dictate future

By MARY LOUISE BIRKS
Times stafl writer

. s planning
commissioner. Yet, he firmly
believes, from a perspective,
Mississauga’s future rosy.

“Our single most important goal
the '80s is to obtain a balance of jobs
and housing to combat the communi-
ty problems will result from the

55 per cent commute

job opportunities for many
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tion will grow by 10,000 to 12,000

New city hall

Energy conservation will definitely
influence the construction of

:n ‘80s. Developers will

About eight acres of land has been
st aside for the proposed city centre,
which will include the new city hall,
an art gallery, a central library and

located on the north side of
Burnhamthorpe Road, west of

Highway 10
Future looks rosy

plans poorly, you can always up the
taxes "
In the next decade the mayor

believes energy conservation will bea ..,

determining factor influencing the
city's growth.

“We've been building on the basis
that oil will never run out,” she says.
“'In my opinion, the magnitude of the
energy problem isn't fully recognized
In the immediate future we're going
to have to adapt quickly and start
looking at building construction with
the energy supply in mind "

City manager Ed Halliday won't
dispute that the city's budget situation
will be ‘‘extremely tight” into the

“For the moment service levels will
stay the same, but somewhere dowa
the line there will have to be increases
to the ratepayers to maintain the
levels of service,”' says Halliday

He anticipates that construction
will begin on the new city hall and city
centre by the mid-80s. "'Right now
city staff is housed in offices all over
the place and it's costing us a for-
tune,” he says. He says the city will
lease ¢xtra space in the new building
to help pay construction costs.

In the '80s city staff could possibly
work a four-day week. '‘We'll be look-
ing at alternative hours: for city staff
in the future as a consequence of the
city's effort to consgrve energy,”
Halliday says. “If the energy crunch
gets tight enough, we might consider
shutting down the city hall for one full
weekday to save energy.”
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