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Custom essay service off the hook
be no academic penalties."

The charges were laid in 
response to pressure by York 
administration and the Council of 
Ontario Universities (COU).

A representative from the COU 
was not available for comment on 
the dismissal of the charges.

The service's owner was 
pleased with the decision.

"The judge in his wisdom has 
told us that freelance research is 
no more illegal than writing politi­
cians' speeches." said Derek Sim, 
owner of the 10-year old Collier 
Street firm

The Metro fraud squad had pre­
viously investigated the firm but 
never laid charges.

“The decision for an appeal is 
now in the hands of the crown," 
said York's legal counsel Harriet 
Lewis.

Lewis would not say whether 
there would be any pressure from 
York for an appeal

On May 29, 1989, charges of 
conspiracy to utter a forged doc­

ument and seven counts of utter­
ing a forged document were laid 
against Sim and his wife 
Elizabeth.

Each count carried a maximum 
penalty of ten years in prison.

Administration and the COU 
approached Metro 31 division 
when it became apparent that 
some students were submitting 
essays believed to be written by 
the essay service.

Police raided the service and 
confiscated its client file Police 
apparently gave various Ontario 
universities access to the files.

Many administrations, includ­
ing those at York and UofT. held 
back thousands of essays in 
spring 1989 to investigate stu­
dents found in the client file.

Barry Fox, the lawyer represent­
ing the Sims, blasted the universi­
ties, saying that it was completely 
inappropriate to bring the matter 
to the courts

Fox felt that if Sim was charged 
with uttering a forged document, 
then students using the service 
should have been charged with 
forgery. Fox likened the incident 
to that of a murder trial.

“If you are going to charge a 
person who loaded the murder 
weapon with accessory to murder 
then you have to charge the per­
son who pulled the trigger."

Last year, a number of students 
were asked to come before aca­
demic committees to answer 
charges of academic dishonesty, 
relating to the Custom Essay 
Service.

In the faculty of arts alone a total 
of 75 students were reprimanded. 
The penalities ranged from a fail­
ure on the part of the course which 
was related to the offence to a 10- 
year suspension from the univer­
sity system in Ontario.

by Brent Poland

Charges have been dropped 
against an essay service which 
provided what it called “research 
material" for students across the 
country.

The dismissal frustrated univer­
sity administrators' hopes of set­
ting a precedent against ready­
made essay services.

Last Tuesday, in a precedent 
setting case, a preliminary court 
judge dismissed fraud charges 
against the owners of the Custom 
Essay Service because of lack of 
evidence.

Shirley Katz, the associate dean 
of arts who deals with academic 
offences, expressed disappoint­
ment at the dismissal of charges, 
.but said the academic rules would 
not change.

"Students should not think just 
because htere are not criminal 
repercussions for submitting an 
essay written by a commercial 
research company, that there will
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One small crack in the armoured fortress that is York I ne.

Student Centre delay 
raises ethical problemsGay rights coalition formed eral Manager of the SCC, the Stu­

dent Centre is expected to be 
completed in late January 1991, 
rather than the projected date of 
March 1, 1990.

Reasons for the delay include 
refinement of the Student Cen­
tre's design to suit the university's 
master architectural plan, the 
subsequent tender reviews, and a 
strike in the construction trades 
from May to July of 1990.

As a result of these complica­
tions. some of the students who 
paid the $9/course levy (passed 
by referendum in March 1987) will 
have graduated before the Stu­
dent Centre is opened

"It remains an ethical question 
corn'd on page 8

by Patrick Follens

The York Student Centre is cur­
rently 11 months behind schedule 
and $5 million over budget.

An open forum was held on 
September 26 in the Ross Senate 
Chambers to address the reasons 
for this delay and the financial and 
ethical problems that have arisen 
as a result.

The major ethical dilemma con­
cerned a recent decision made at 
the executive level of the Student 
Centre Corporation (SCC) not to 
refund any previously collected 
levies to students who had paid, 
but graduated before the facilities 
were completed

According to Rob Castle. Gen-

hy Dan Mahoney

A new coalition has been formed to represent lesbian and gay University 
groups in Ontario.

The group will lobby the Ontario Federation of Students (OFS) to 
promote gay rights at the university level.

The issues the coalition intends to pursue include gaining funding for 
their respective clubs, achieving recognition in the community, and 
including lesbian and gay issues in the university curricula

The University coalition came out of a September 28 meeting of the 
Coalition for Lesbian and Gay Rights in Ontario (CLGRO) at Queen’s 
University. York sent two representatives to the meeting from the Les­
bian and Gay Alliance at York (LGAY).

The CLGRO which represents lesbian and gay issues across Ontario, 
discussed a wide range of topics at the meeting, including same sex 
spousal benefits, education and heterosexism, amnesty for lesbians and 
gays, national coming-out day, as well as the effects of the GST on the 
Coalition.

The next meeting of the coalition of Universities will be held at York 
from November 30 to December 2.
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This year your first Notebook should be aOctober 16th & 17th 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

At the Bookstore 
(Central Square)

Whats inside the book
♦ 8088 compatible CPU
♦ 10MHz clock speed
♦ 640K of memory
♦ Serial, Parallel port
♦ CGA triple supertwist LCD
♦ 3 to 4 hour battery, AC adaptor
♦ MS-DOS V3.3 _______ _
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Mastercard and VISA accepted

PRE-DENTAL
STUDENTS

20MB Hard disk 40MB Hard disk
SystemDual Floppy System“NEW” Sharp 

Notebook 8088
weighs only 8 lbs

System

$ 1.515 ill $ 2.055 $ 2.359
• The University of Detroit School of Dentistry is now 

accepting applications for the class entering in the
Fall of 1991

• Canadian or US DAT’s are acceptable.
• US citizenship or Michigan residency is NOT 

required
• The nchool is 1 'h miles from the Detroit/Windsor 

tunnel. Our Canadian students can and do 
commute daily.

• For more information and an application call or 
write:

The smartest and most powerful book at 
YorkAJniversity has to be a SHARP. 286 Notebook

Power in a briefcase
♦ 80C286 microprocessor
♦ 12MHz clock speed
♦ 1MB of memory
♦ ROM Laplink
♦ 20MB Hard Disk (23ms)
♦ VGA paper white LCD 

(with 16 shades of gray)

4F Weighs only 
4.3 lbs!!!!

$ 3,325Admissions Office
University of Detroit, School of Dentistry 

2985 East Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit. Ml 48207 
(313)446-1858

SHARP is registered tradeiDMlt of SHARP Co»po»alioq.


