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Huskles flatten flat Bears

Saskatchewan 31 Alberta 15
by Randal Smathers

“Grunt, grunt, and punt.”

That’s the way football coach
Jim Donlevy assessed his team’s
offence in their home opener Aug-
ust 27.

The game started well for the
home team, before a decent crowd
of 811, on a beautiful summer
Saturday. Bear Trent Brown re-
turned a punt 52 yards for a
touchdown on the fourth play of
the game.

After that, however, the Bears
were shut out until the fourth
quarter. They even failed to con-
vert the major, as the Huskies
broke through and allowed Phil
Guebert to block the convert,
"That was an omen,” said Donlevy
later, rolling his eyes for emphasis,
”of things to come.”

At 9:25 of the first, Saskat-
chewan scored on a 71 yard pass
and run play from Greg Galan to
running back Terry Eisler. Galan
avoided a Bears blitz long enough
todump a passto Eisler, who was
waiting in the right flat. Eisler got
to the outside with some blocking

"l guess | can take
~ achicken and
chop its head off
and smash it
around the
dressing room
and get them fired
up.” — Donlevy

.

and beat a desperation tackle at
the eight yard line for the score.
The Huskies kicker, Mike Lazecki,

hit the convert, and the visitors

were ahead to stay.

Galan threw touchdown passes
to tight end Kelvin Sander of 25
and seven yards, and Lazecki
kicked three converts, two field
goals, and twossingles to complete
the scoring for the Huskies,

“Whatever we did, I thought

we did it well. They didn’t really :

stop anything except our running
game. I don’t think they had as
many players playing as'-we did.”

Donlevy’s assessment was much
the same. "There are a lot of
inexperienced players out there,
and they’re all excited, and they
haven’t developed a game day
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The Bears weren't hoppmg against thc Huskles

preparation routine, and so we
were a little flat,” he said.

”We didn’t have a lot of inten-
sity as a team, I don’t know why.
I really don’t know what the
answer is. I guess I can take a
chicken and chop its head off and
smash it around the dressing room
and get them fired up. It’s never
been my style, doing those kinds

of things.”

The lack of intensity and the
surplus of nerves showed as the
Bears took numerous procedure
penalties and dropped more than
a few balls. The play that told the
whole story was when punter
Kasowski had to give up a safety
after a snap flew far over his
head.
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The defence, although they gave
up 31 points, had some good
moments. They stopped the Hus-
kies twice in one series from the
three yard line in the first quarter
and picked off a Galan throw
before the half, but they had some
problems.

“In a lot of cases it was poor
tackling,” said Donlevy. “You
have a day of missed tackles and
not getting off the ball, and it
comes down to a lack of pre-
paration, of intensity, and some-
times those things happen.”

Donlevy denied that having
three quarterbacks in camp caused
any of the timing problems that
plagued the afternoon.

. "Mark Denesiuk was our num-
ber one man going into this game,
and we made that decision rel-
atively early. In fairness to Mark,
he didn’t have time to execute,”

* said Donlevy.

The Bear backfield fumbled six
times, losing three balls. Denesiuk
had three fumbles, while Jeff
Steinberg had two in as many
series, and running back Ken
Farrus had one. Farrus’ fumble

“spoiled an otherwise fine debut as

a U of A back. He led the Bears
with 61 yards on the ground and
94 total yards.

Trent Brown, Brian Forrest,
and Aaron Smith were other Bears
who had good individual games.

Besides his return for the touch-
down, Brown had the Bears’ lone
interception; Forrest scored the
other major on a nice run after a
catch, and Smith moved the of-
fence a little from QB. He threw
Forrest’s touchdown, and moved
into position to go to Vancouver
on the first weekend in September
with his showing.

The other uarterback Stein-
berg, went 0-for-2.
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