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STAFF THIS ISSUE-Bob Hope and Bing Crosby neyer put out o comedy like the
present students's union production, "On the Rood ta Referenda," nor have they
hod a bockup staf f like the clods who corne into The Gteway office ta porticipote
in the educotionol sîde. Producing this comedy of errar woý the brlliant Jim Corter
on loyout and sax, chief error moker, Don Jomieson who provided the props lîke
snow, Elsie Ross helped with scriptîng, Seth Nilsen and Beth Wnteringham helped
with moke-up and moke-out, Wnston Gereluk did his education thîng, and Dorothy
Constable got her educotion and thing, Joe Czoîkowski or however you spelliti,
who didn't do a domn thinig but we love him ony-way, Dennîs Ftzgerald who
f nlly climbed it, Gînny Box, who provided the sets, Bob Blair, snaw shoveller
brilliante, Ron Ternoay, who would have partîcipoted in the comedy had he not
been smort enough ta be in sports, Brion Campbell who didni't roor toniight, but
monoged ta get his lmes out, Borry Nicholson, ot least thot's how the police spell
if, who ron the rumn for the drinking age question Ted Kemp, who provided the
letters page, and your pornographic python, Harvey &. Thomgîrt.
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Alberta, The editor-in-chief is respansible for aIl moteriol published herein. Final
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prior, for Thursday editon-6 p.m. Wednesday, Adverfisîng noan Monday prior;
for iridlay edition-6 p.m, Thursday, Advertsing-noon Tuesday priar; Casserole-
copy deodline 6 p.m. Mondoy, Advertising-noon Friday prior. Short Shorts deodline,
3 p.m. day prior ta publication. Advertîsing manager Percy Wîckman, 432-4241.
Office phones 432-5168, 432-5178. Circulation 13,000. Circulation manager Wayne
Box.
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A question et policy
by AI Scarth

Several of the guidelines laid out in Robert Clark's policy
statement on post-secondary education are worthy of note.

Points one and eleven read respectively: "Alil Albertans who
are capable of benefiting from undergraduate education in one or
another of Alberta's universities should be provided with the
opportunity to do so," and,

"The government will continue to administer a comprehensive
and flexible financial assistance program for students to ensure
that those capable of benefiting from further education are able
to do so."

Mr. Clark says in his preamble to the guidelines that the
policy statemcnt should "constitute a clear and concise indication
of the government's intentions in the post-secondary educational
field for the next two years."

Mr. Clark says the government's "comprehensive and flexible"
student aid program ensures that people wanting to attend univer-
sity can easily do so.

Yet, his deputy minister says in a Gateway article of January
13 that most people who attend already have the means.

In that same article, Dr. Wyman states the vast majority of
students corne from homes which can already afford it.

Obviously there is a discrepancy here. Dr. Byrne and Dr.
Wyman say it is a matter of environment which keeps lower
socio-economic groups from attending, that they are flot encour-
aged to value education. That might well explain the inconsistency.

If Mr. Clark has considered this sensible point, he does flot
mention it in his statement. In effect, his policies for the next
two years are not ones which will strike at the root of the problem.

They represent littie change in the status quo and hence the
question arises why the education minister claimed the "strong
need" for an interim statement while the government's Worth
Commission on Education deliberates.

It should be obvious that something could bc done in that
interim to encourage wider participation at the university level
by the province's young-such as abolishing tuition fees. It may
flot, as the president and dcputy minister point out, make really
significant strides in changing environments unfavorable towards
encouraging higher education. It is just a fîrst step.

And it may flot be ail that small. A debt is something members
of the better monied sectors of the society take yery lightly, even
a very large debt. It is part of the credit card-charge account way
of life.

Other people do not think that way. They fear the very men-
tion of debt and with their resources, that $400 tuition fee makes
a much more frightening obstacle than it would for the better off.

With that in mi, removal of the 15 per cent of university
coffers Mr. Clark mentions as the portion provided by fees would
probably do much more good by erasing the individual spectres
of debt.

Why wait two years when the question of a tuition-free univer-
sity system bhas alrcady been under government scrutiny for some-
tirne and when such a systemr could casily be implemented on an
experimental basis now?

One final footnote on the minister's twelfth policy point: "Ali
post-secondary institutions are expected to seek new and alter-
native means of conducting their affairs so that the quality and
efficiency of their educational efforts can continue to improve
without a corresponding increase in costs."

Weil, really. If that is a "clear and concise indication of the
government's intentions," it should be asked how long the province
has been asking for pies ini the sky and cake that neyer gets eaten.
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"I think it's a good
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