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snow, Elsie Ross helped with scripting, Beth Nilsen and Beth Winteringham helped
with make-up and make-out, Winston Gereluk did his education thing, and Dorothy
Constable got her education and thing, Joe Czajkowski or however you spell it,
who didn't do a damn thing but we love him any-way, Dennis Fitzgerald who
finally climbed it, Ginny Bax, who provided the sets, Bob Blair, snow shoveller
brilliante, Ron Ternoway, who would have participated in the comedy had he not
been smart enough to be in sports, Brian Campbell who didn’t roar tonight, but
managed to get his lines out, Barry Nicholson, at least that’s how the police spell
it, who ran the rum for the drinking age question, Ted Kemp, who provided the
letters page, and your pornographic python, Harvey G. Thomgirt.
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A question of policy

by Al Scarth

Several of the guidelines laid out in Robert Clark’s policy
statement on post-secondary education are worthy of note.

Points one and eleven read respectively: “All Albertans who
are capable of benefiting from undergraduate education in one or
another of Alberta’s universities should be provided with the
opportunity to do so,” and,

“The government will continue to administer a comprehensive
and flexible financial assistance program for students to ensure
that those capable of benefiting from further education are able
to do so.”

Mr. Clark says in his preamble to the guidelines that the
policy statement should “constitute a clear and concise indication
of the government’s intentions in the post-secondary educational
field for the next two years.”

Mr. Clark says the government’s “comprehensive and flexible”
student aid program ensures that people wanting to attend univer-
sity can easily do so.

Yet, his deputy minister says in a Gateway article of January
13 that most people who attend already have the means.

In that same article, Dr. Wyman states the vast majority of
students come from homes which can already afford it.

Obviously there is a discrepancy here. Dr. Byrne and Dr.
Wyman say it is a matter of environment which keeps lower
socio-economic groups from attending, that they are not encour-
aged to value education. That might well explain the inconsistency.

If Mr. Clark has considered this sensible point, he does not
mention it in his statement. In effect, his policies for the next
two years are not ones which will strike at the root of the problem.

They represent little change in the status quo and hence the
question arises why the education minister claimed the ‘“strong
need” for an interim statement while the government’s Worth
Commission on Education deliberates.

It should be obvious that something could be done in that
interim to encourage wider participation at the university level
by the province’s young—such as abolishing tuition fees. It may
not, as the president and deputy minister point out, make really
significant strides in changing environments unfavorable towards
encouraging higher education. It is just a first step.

And it may not be all that small. A debt is something members
of the better monied sectors of the society take very lightly, even
a very large debt. It is part of the credit card-charge account way
of life.

Other people do not think that way. They fear the very men-
tion of debt and with their resources, that $400 tuition fee makes
a much more frightening obstacle than it would for the better off.

With that in mind, removal of the 15 per cent of university
coffers Mr. Clark mentions as the portion provided by fees would
probably do much more good by erasing the individual spectres
of debt.

Why wait two years when the question of a tuition-free univer-
sity system has already been under government scrutiny for some-
time and when such a system could easily be implemented on an
experimental basis now?

One final footnote on the minister’s twelfth policy point: “All
post-secondary institutions are expected to seek new and alter-
native means of conducting their affairs so that the quality and
efficiency of their educational efforts can continue to improve
without a corresponding increase in costs.”

Well, really. If that is a “clear and concise indication of the
government’s intentions,” it should be asked how long the province
has been asking for pies in the sky and cake that never gets eaten.
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hy Beth Winteringham

I was once given a lecture
in high school which was sup-
posed to inform me about al-
cohol. I was told a story about
an 18 year-old boy who drank
one bottle of beer at a party. He
started walking home through
the snow, and was never seen
alive again. He froze to death
in that cold, cold air — sup-
posedly because the alcohol in
his system impaired his reason-
ing capacities.

One might deduce (and some
people do) that alcohol is bad
for 18-year-olds, and they
should be prevented from drink-

ing.
One could just as easily de-
duce, however, that adults

should be prevented from drink-
ing because some of them Kkill
both themselves and others by
driving while drunk.

Why is 21 the magic age
number at which the immature
child becomes a responsible
adult? There are adults who
will never be mature enough to
drink properly — even though
it is legal.

There are about a dozen ar-
guments used commonly to ad-
vocate lowering the drinking
age. It seems almost too trite
to list them for the millionth
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time, but here are some that I
agree with:

(1) The old “if you can get
killed in the armed forces, go
to jail, vote in a provincial elec-
tion, etc., why not drink?” argu-
ment still holds.

(2) Other countries (France,
for instance) have no age limits
at all.

(3) The Northwest Territories
just lowered their age limit to
19, and I doubt if this will
seriously affect the amount of
liquor consumed there. Quebec
also has a limit of 19 (the
other provinces are still 21).

(4) Booze can be, and is, con-
sumed by any person with a
little know-how in the art of
bootlegging. The law, therefore,
is ineffective.

(5) Restrictions on drinking
make it “exciting” to drink, and
may actually increase it. The
famous prohibition era illus-
trates both this point and point
4.

(6) Unknowing adults who
serve liquor to people under 21
may be charged under laws
that are poorly, and unevenly
enforced.

It is time our government
took a realistic look at what is
going on among young people
today.
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The old man staggers out @
the bar, broke and broken, fy i
to the pavement and beging @
shake ~ with pitiful, wrackipff.
sobs. The people in the streg
walk by barely noting his shy@ .
ing form, like the Pharisce iff
the parable, they go across i
the other side. After all, he’s juginy
an old drunk, let the Salvatio§,
Army take care of him. a

It isn’t a tragedy, it's ud;
something that happens and nf§y
one really cares. it

A university student, a frgg
man, an athlete of the highegls
order, and eventually a grad
ate in law, he had built a sug
cessful practice, a home and § |
family, and what was describe
in the polite circles in which h§,
travelled as a “drinking pro
lem.” pl

That’s a nice way of sayinffh
that he’s a wino, but the maffa
is successful, and of course he'fy
dry himself out and all will bffw
well. e

But he couldn’t dry himsef§a
out, and all wasn’t well. Hie
business went downhil. His wiffii
left, and his reasons for existin§d
became narrower and narrowed |
Now he is one society’s unfl

It's such a shame
. . . he wasn’t even opened

idea to
drinking age. If people
are going to drink
they’re not going to
wait for it to be legal
anyway.” scl

Gateway

“1 dofwi
loweringfe
too mangwl
don’t kn@ a
with it.”

Mau§ju

“I think it’s a good
lower the

Greg Empson
arts 1 .

“I think if they  ‘‘Mof§e
lower the drinking age shouldfu
it’s. going to be cnough @t
abused.” was dringl.
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a
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Drinking



