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Two Canadian Artistes Abroad.L NDONEýRS have been testifying to the at-
tractiveness of an unusual combination of
Canadian talent. Miss Edith Smai1, who
belongs to Montreal, and who made a reputa-

tien beyond Canada in ber interpretation of Druni-
mond's poetry,
appeared in a
recital at Stein-
way Hall. She
r e a d "Johnnie
Courteau" a n d
other selections

of Dr. Drum-
mond. Af t er
hearing M i s s
S m a i 1 1, The
Morning Post
s a y s Englisli
people will un-
derstand t h a t
Canadians have

MissEdîh Smillnot over esti-
MisaEdit Small ated the de-

Ataiented canadîan 131ocutîouist. lightfül quali-
tics of Drum-

mond«s poetry. The living voîce was needed to
reveal to themn the actual intention of the writer.
MNiss Synaill was assisted by Miss Edith Miller, an-
other Canadian artist, who is much thought of in
h~er own country. She sang with much acceptance
a nutmber of Frencb-Canadian chansons, "A la
Claire Fontaine," and "Ah qui me passera le bois."
miss S5mai11 introduced ber audience as well to the
w0rk of Mr. Robert Service of Canada. "Thée Cre-
mlation of Sain McGee" is mentioned by Thse Posi

as aving made a vivid impression on those who
heard it.

H IR old saying, that a woman can accomplisb
ilmost aniything" as our American friends sa>'

whensi he puits ber hand to it-in this case' her mînd

-is surely exemplified when we read such a book
as "Margarita's Soul," a verv cloquent, warm, fas-
cinating piece of work emaniiating fromn Josephine
Dodge Daskam Bacon, otherwisc "Ingrahani
Lobeil." This book was published under tbe latter
nom de plume some time ago when the critics ait-
tributed it to Mr. Locke, It bas indccd, much in
common with the "Morals of Marcus," especially as
regards the personality of the heroine;- Italian name,
unconventionality and the rcst of it. But it is one
thing to imitate boldly and another to worsbip so
wi1se1.y at chosen sbrines that the original stimulat-
ing impulse remains undiscovered, or at least, in-
conspicuous. Howevcr, trace of Locke, Da Maurier
on occasional pages of Ingraham Lobell's book do
neot constitute a stumbling block to tbe average
reader who does not trouble to dissect bis dailv
novel. - "Margarita's Soul" is free from the oh-
jectionable features found ini se many present-dav
volumes, yet it is wondcrfullv intimate, even pas-
sionate in subject and colouring. Does anybody
nowadays ever rcad sensible novels? A successful
wýriter of these is Mrs, Alfred Sidgwick of London,
Eng., who is tbe author of a dozen brigbt, simple,
well-expressed tales. A few vears a go appearcd a
most amusing and witty book called "BRelinda and
Somne Others," b>' Ethel Mande. Vilfi)rsuntately the
author's name bas not been encountered a second
time. The briliant Mrs. Atherton, w'bose dasb,;Iing
forays into the precincts of aristocratic societ>' bave
made for ber an enviable place on the sevsof
librarie.,, does not, nevertheless, occupy quite the
same niche in the affections as Bessie Hoover,
whosc whollY admirable work in delineating the
common people, leavýs no rom for criticism. The
beavier pen of Lulcas Malet (Mlrs. St. Leger Har-
rison), miay neyer îose its charmi for those who
lend an ear to the legend that thîs powerful writer
bas joined the Church oif Romne. As nlovelit-
n'importe! But as the dauigbter of Chas,. Kingsley,
such a change of heart meians ver>' muiicb. Amonl)tg
Canadian women we frequently notice the namies
(if Miss Dougaîl, Mrs. Cotes and others who do flot
necessaril.v *or from choice * write ver>' much about
Canada. Is there any possibility of a clever novel
heing produced in the near future witb Toronto,
Montreal., or Winnipeg as the locale? Sometbing
out of the ordinary, dealing flot witb cowboys and
miners and gamblers, but with the educated and
responsible citizens of our cultured centres. Con-
ditions at Ottawa migbt inspire a new "Democracy"'
or "Thirouigh One Admninistrat ion." Ana]ly tical
novels or bright colouired roacsmigbit be woven
arounld ouir ýomlplexit>' of population and our match-
less nortbern scener>'. No douibt thiese wvill come,
thie diflicuit>' will be to convinice publishiers that
people will care to read abouit Ottawa, Vancouver,
Quebec, Guelph or H-alifax when they hiave readj so
long ablout Simla, Port said, Capetowný,i, Ri-o Janciro
or Baltimore. It will need courage to create tiiesienew localities, courage and patience, but above al,
faitb. Therefore, get to wocrk, deair ladies of the
pen (for chiefi>' ladies are addressed in this columiin)
and remiember to miake the wo-rk verv good, becauise
on the face of it, the recoginisedl misre ên scene- of
fiction in Ceylon or Perui or New E-ngl.and' or Color-
ado or the No)rthwest oif youir own eouintrY is evr
so nichi more attracti ve than 1t quiet towns ind
growing cities of Onta1rio and New Brunswick.

Changes At Buckingham Palace.
A N accounit is given in a recent issue of M. A. P.

om re of the changes that are taking place at
Buckingham Palace before Their Majesties take up
their resideuce there in the early spring. Tbe writer
tells us that King George and Q1ieen Mary will
have the same roomis for their personal apartments
as had King ]Edward and Queen Alexandra, wbicb
consist of ten rooims for the Sovereign and nine
for his Consort, The>' will, however, both give up
two rooms, and the fouir rooms will be converted
into the nursery, which will thus imnmediately ad..
join Queen Mary's persona] apartments. The Prini-
ccss Mary, with her governess, will occupy the
roomns used by the Princess Victoria, which consist
of five apartmnents.

Queen Mary went ver>' carefnlly into these ar-
rangements before the Court mnoved to Balmoral.
It was originally intended to have the nursery in
the roomns at the eastern end of, the Palace, which
had been uised as such in the reign of Qucen Vic-
toria; but bad this heen done, it would have neces-

Queen MMr
The King Rnd Q2ueen recently lnspected the ç2uarters of thue x9th

lluiat Alderahot, where this pîcture of Mer
Majetty was taken

sitated a' compîcte alteration in the selection of the
piersonal suites for Their Majesties, which are situ-
ated at the western end, for Queen Mary insîstel
thiat the nursery' should adjoin ber private apart-
mlents.

There are several alterations to bc made in the
State apartmcnts. Ont îs the abolition of the Green
Drawing Room, which will probably be converted
into a morning-room for the equerries in attendance.
This apartmcnt is upholstered and furnished en-
tirel>' in green, but fine though the furniture is, the
general effcct is inartistic, and it bas always bectu
regarded as the leatt beautiful room in the Palace.

An additîonal, waiting-roomn for callers on ment-
bers of the bousebold, on business will be provided at
the equerries' enitrance, for wfrnm at present there
i-; onl>' ont rooml, too small altogether for its pur-
pose.

Who's To Blame ?
WÊELL, well! 0f aIl the imnpudence! says the

Sani Francisco Argonaut. Just because the
hobblc skirt bas not made a iti, but bas evoked in-
stead the mnerrimecnt of the world and provided
the comic artist with the opportunity of bis life, the
perfidiouis Parisians are charging the invention of
that mionstrosit>' to the accounit of America! M.
Bonnain, ont of the despots of fashion in the gay'
city, bas the effronter>' to declare that the bobble
neyer really existed, and that in an>' case it is "an
exotic fashion whicb came from the other side of
the Atlantic, and one wbicb the Parisians have al-
ways cobtd" The word bas evidently been
passcdl round that this vîcw shaîl be aired on aIl
occasi;ons., for another firm emnits thtis audacious
opinion: "The Americans, who have tried to ac-
climatise this fashion* in Paris, have tbemselves
abandoned it. The>' will no longer hear of it. Be-
sides, it bas now become common property. An
attempt is being made to make it 'catch on' in the
provinces. That alone will suffice to make the
Parisians reject it with borror." We shaîl next
hear that the Empire gown was a Yankee 'invention.


