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It was more in a spirit of curiosity

and speculatioti than ini any other mood
that John foilowod the littie woman
with the grip. Even in hie most rock-

t bus days ho had nev'or been a purse-
enatcher, but ho found a certain fascin-
ation in the. grip and its possible con-
tents. The whole adventure suited his
mood. The mission, Sister Bandon,

iter Johnson, and ail the rest of bis
new life seemed to fali far hehind hlm.

it was in this apoculative frame of
mind th.t John was moving along
when suddenly two men, and then a
third, steppod ont from doorways ho-
fore hlm and walked at about hie own
paco, and Wlthe same ierfection, for the
distance of a bboek. Thon one of the
two mon quickeued hie gait and passed
the woman with the grip; une crosd
to the other aide of the street; and
the third continued to waik ahead of
John. ln thia fashion the four per-
sons under John'& scrutiny waiked to
the next corner, wbere the woman
waited foir a coming street-car.

John's tralned oyes were alert. He
saw the man. on the other aide of the
street run acros to await the same
car. The man who had heen waiking
alîead of the woman stepped out to +110

curb, looked up the treet, and then, as
if suddenly, discovering that the car be
wanted was coming, stepped out to
the tracks to wait for it. The third
man who*bad waiked in front of John,
hurried rapidly up the street. For a
moment John was puzzied by this ac-
tioni.

"He's going ta get on at the noxt
corner," said John ta himself.

Ho looked about hlm for a policeman.
There was noue iu sight. And more-
over, the three mon had as yet doue no
w rang.

Wheu the car came John boarded it.
There was nothing to indicate that
any anc of the five persans who enter-
ed it had over hefore seen any of the
others. Tho womau gave a igh of re-
lief, and placing tho grip beside ber,
settled comfrtahiy into ber seat. John
posted himself hehind ber.

As the car whirled through the huai.
ness district, gathering and distrihutind
its jastling hurden of humanity. John
kept bis oyes au tho womau and ber
satchol. He wished tha t ho cauld feel
the weight of hie hoavy aid revolver in
bis hip-pocket but that was no langer
there. It had gane the way of the
drinks and tho amokos.

When tho car had goto same distance
up-town and had reached the resideuoe
district, the wamau gave signa of stir-
ring. John took this ta mean that she
was going ta alight at the next crassing,
and ho gave a signal ta tho conductor.
The woman repeated hie signal, aud one
af the moun'who sat ahead of her,
watching ber refioction iu the window
befare him, turned about and osteutati-
ousiy did the samoe thing. The ifive
alighted, John behind the reat. The
woman stepped hurriedly ta the curh-
atone aud started down a dark aide
atreet, which was lighted largely hy

gleama from the windows of the brown-
stone hauses. John saw the three men
string aiong in Indian file. The two
men ahead were keeping close together.

By this tinte John's interest in the
affair was more than more curiosity.
Ho reaiized that ho was going to have
a band in whatever was to be done.
Tho mon carried slug-ahots or revolvers
ho knew, for ho saw that their right.
bands weie doubied tato fits in their
pokets. 1

Soon ho saw the man iu the rear
cross the street; ho couid tee that this
was the one who -had taken* tho car
a block further up-town than the other
two. John could not explain the man's
action, but there was littie time for
wonder now.

Evidently, acording to the program
of the thugs, tho wowuan was to ho
"slugged." In the -light from the rosi-
dence windows they did not intend to
give her a chance to make an outcry.
John knew what it would mean. -One
man wouid walk up hehind the wo-
man, and by making somo remark, per-
haps, cause ber to turn ber head. She
wou1d ho met with a biow acrossa the
forchead-a heavy, cruel blow that
wauld intantly knock ber senses,
and poasibly even kili ber.

John waiked quickîyi up bohind the
woman. Ho leaned forward toward ber
and his ef t hand started for the grip.
Thon it drew hack, seemed to i4eitate
a moment, darted forth, selzed t he grip
by tho handle-and John was dashing
off at fuli speed, his long coat standing

out behind lîin and the grip swinging
in àis left hand.

Ho heard the womazî s sbriek and the
pouudiug of feot on the sidewalk. There
was a shot, too, but ho heard no whiz
of a hullet, as ho had expected. This
made hlm turu bis head ta 500 what
was happening. He cauglt a moving-
picture glirnpse of the womau wîtn bler
hands lu the air, aud of two menoumn.
ning after him-. 'M'oss théT atreet lie
saw the flash of- a revolvere as an-
other. shot, souÛded; but the weapon
had not hoon .t4rned toward hlm. It
had apparently been, pointed at the two
mon who were, foloùwing hlm.

SHo rau -on, and thon turned again.
one of the mon had, falion; the otiier
wvas standing,,sud- a man was crossing
the street, levIiig a revolver at the
erect figure.

A block further on, if you had met
John you watîld bave seen a very ealmi
and unconcerned xýan walking at a
moderato speed with hotb bande swin!Z-
ing empty hy bis ides. Ho had resort-
ed ta bis aid trick of hanging bis booty
f rom'bis watch chain' and. buttong
bis loase overcoat over it. At the next
crossing ho hoarded A crossatown car,
and was taon back 'iu the business dis-
trict. As ho aligbted froni the car ho
hummed a tune-2"Saved by (Jrace."

Not long after this a certain jeweler,
watcbing bis dlocks- and awaiting the
hour to lock bis doors and depart, was
surprised to see a mat enter the store
and set on a show-came the very satcIîel
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His left hand seized the giip by the handie.


