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I forgot that 'ýoU didn't know
~ failybyword, and couldn't finish

~ >tfryourself.
«YUsee, I was quoting my name-

.u~,who was tbe deareet,.coziest, most
,,jjfrtable and yet most wide-awake

Aid spirit ed aid lady in the worid. She
,Iv*ys.deelared'that the richest gain

that camne ta bier thrýough age and ex-
meinewaa the perception of relative

hiprtaC Iàf e in go much more easy

:jinterestilig if we nover let ourselves
r e.troubled about what need flot really

-M&tter; and compared with people and
action.things, our more little passes.
alan', are after ail so trifiing. She
jeomed it disgraceful that anything lese

ta war, earth<4uake or fire, affecting
tWm shauld make us unbappy.

a «When a heart, a promise or a prin-
tiple is braken,' she used'ta say, 'that's
disater, and ancernay grieve; but when
& teapot is-a thing is only a tbing.
TUe and take î brown pitcher, and
the tea wiil taste just'as good."'

I suppose it would," agrecd, Ellen's

friofld, reflectively, ."if tbe iaugh were

geuine, but ia many of us couldn't
f augh . It's Ernerson, isn't it, who says,

kidtd' Only bie should bave said woman-
kind; it's we housekeepers who are
slaves ta things."

"«Oh, not ail of us," protested Ellen,
eheerfully. "Suppose yau put the. pink
chrysantbçmuns in thit, aid Duteh mug
snd twist tbe trailing fern round tbe
handie - inm not sure it isn't going
ta be prettier than the Ventian vase,
alter ail."
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Some birds, like tl.e kingflsher, digestt
the food for their young before feoding
it ta tbcrn. They 'first swailow tho
f ood themsclves, and when it bas be-i
corne sof t they gulp it up and feed it
to the young birds.

Most littie birds wben they are first
hatcbed are rather ugly, sbapeless littie
thingu'vitAout any feathers..

Yone bluebirds feather out very
early, but the queer tbing about them
is that they are black as littie crows
and it is mot until tbey bave heonout
of the nest for samne time that they
put on the blue and, red of their parent».

The cuckoo aiso bas a. queer famiiy of
fiedgings This shy bird isn*very slow

about laying hier eggs, for shoame-
timies takes a week ta an egg, sn that
the first cuckoo is hatchcd out long bo-

fore hi& brothers anid sisters. Seaa
cuckoo's ncst will usualiy contain birds

of several sizes? There wil be one

littie naked cuckoo just hatcbed,
another a week aId, and perhaps anc
just ready ta go out into the world and
pick up bis own living.

There is anc bird that is quite shift-
less about hier young. In fict, she bas

nothing ta do with- thcrn; tbis is the

cowbird, shegoes about laying bier eggs

in other birds' nests. When the ather

birds find a cowbrd bas laid an egg in

their nest they usuaily batch it out and

take care of the young bird with their

The young cowbird is a grccdy fel-

low, and it greatly surprises its foster

inother, wbo wonders why one of bier

brood is s0 greedy and so much larger
than the rest of lier family.

Most old birds teach their yourïg ta

fiy. showing them by example bow the

trick is donc, and often withholding
food ta, coax them to try their wings.

An aid robin wili frequcntly sit upan

a limb holding a tcmpting wormi in its

bill, wbile the yaung robin perches upan

a limb near by winking and blinking
and iishing so rnuch that hie bad that

wormn but mot daring for a long time ta
fly ta bis parent and get it.

Whien the voting birds irst go forth

fromn the ne si is a tirne of pèril to the

family, for there is alwavs a chiance

that some luckless bird wjll Il p dowvn

on the grass and the cat wilI g- t. if

it is not the cnt sometimes thougbtless
cliil<lren wili injure yoing bir<ls, and

sone other hirds will even kill the
1fledgings of their neighhoîs.

Hiawks. shrikes, kingbirds. erowq, and

others aften roh) nests of thepir young

birds and still more frequently ateal

the eggs befare they are hatehed.
once the yroung bird sléaehte neat

tbey nover return, but are puahed out
into the world ta .shift for themmelves.
it is surprising bow quickly they loaru
what thinge, are good for foid and
,wbich things to let alone. They %m
neyer deemived into eating poison faods,
as childjren of ten aie.

Nature bas givon each youa«...*bW
such instinct as"he needs ta, take eare
of himmeif in the great world inte
wbich ho bas came. Ea.eh bird las u
its littie head âsncb wisdom ais wviioe
able it -ta btifid its noat -and rosi' 1

young wben the time contes. A180 lu
knows that ho muet fiy rny miles
away ta warmer dîimes when the cold
cornes, wbere ho will nat perlah.

Little birds love the sunebino and the
warmth and plonty of good things to,
eat. W)en they bave aIl these thingat
their sangs gladden the earth and,

their brigt feathers cheer us as they
flash bv. 1

littie friends and encourage them ta

build about aur houses, for it ln aI
great thing ta have the full confidenceI
of even a littie bird.

HNoW Spiders Work.

Watch an oId spider making a fine
web. A fiy will get caught in it as ho
goes quickiy through the windaw if ho

is not'careful, thon the spider wiIl est

hlm, and wben the spider goes for a

walk ho rmust look sharply ta right and

left or nmre creature wili cat him. A
bird will suddenly swallow him or a
wasp wili kill hlm; the centipedes, too,
are always looiting for spiders.

The spider's silk, with whicbhoh
ýmakes bis beauti-ful web, is like a piece
of your m otl er's sewing silk - it in
made of a' lot of very tine strands. And
in wbat'-a. wonderfui way the spider
spins bis web from bush ta bush! Ho
throws out; a silken thread,sdte
wind carneés it ta a icaf, where it sticks,
then ho walks carefîally acros the
thread, carrying another thread ta
make'bis- tight rope stronger. Ho pulls
the threagd with bis clawg, as a sailor
tugs at the sali ropes, and fantens -i
with gre*t.-care; round and round ho
goes until the splendid web is made,
and, if the wind is hlowing, ho fastei*
tiny piecos of stiek ta the web for fèar
it will blow away.

A spider often stretches a thread
f r6m the web ta hi home; wben.*anv
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Nest B abies.

By Carence Hawkes.

The most interesting tirne of the
whole ycar in bird land is the tirne
when tbe fiedglings are hatched and thet
life of the new family begins. Youi
chiidren could hardly know unless yau,
bave often watched the birds what(
patience it bas taken ta bring this littie1
ird famiiy into the world.
In the first place, it took days ta,

buiid the nest. Perbaps the ifirst nest
vas destroycd by the wind, so a second
may have been buiît. Aftcr the nest
was finally built, witk rnuch planningi
by the parent birds, the eggs had ta ho
laid; this usually takes a day fgr an.
egg, but some birds skip a day bctwccn
each egg.

After ail the eggs were laid the
mother *i-1 had ta sit upon them for
about three weeks befnre ber patience
was rewarded by seeing a amail spot
pecked in each egg.

Think liow bard it would be for you
children wbo hlke to wriggle about ta

sit pcrfectly stili, just as the motber
bird has ta do on the cggs, for three
weeks.

After the fiedgiings are finally hatched
there is great ativity in the family for

inany days. Most of the littie birds

stay in the nest for se*,ral weeks,
but lîttle partridges are an exemption
to this ride, for they are among the
brightest and hardiest of chicks, and in

a very few lîours after being hatchcd
they are picking up their awu living
just as though they bad always warked
for it.

But this is not the case with moat
Young birds. Young herons stay in the
nest and are fed by the old herons un-
tii they are iiearly grown.

It is a pretty sight to sec those wide-

open, mouths go up at the slightest
sound near. the nest. Most of these
ugly, naked little birds are greedy and
take a great deal of feeding. 1 bave
seen 01(1 robins carrying worms ta their
YOu'ng nearly ail day long.

Did you ever hear of a fledgling that
'vas 1hatched in a hole ini the ground?
M'el], that is where the Young king-

S fisher is hatched.
Whien a pair of kingfishiers want ta

-'bi]id thernselves a nest they dig a liole
back into some sandy bank for.scverai
feet, alnd at the end of it they hollowv
Onit a round place and line it witli fish

hoç. Here in darkness the Young
kiîfsesare lhatelhed.

ýýr)tngr kingfishers are among the
ilirctof fled glings, and when therp

i,;a large familv you mav sce the ô)ld
i rsfishing for-these wide-open mouths

ail day long.
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