
Wen the Draw is Open.
By E. Ham
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The most primitive drawbridge tha.t iight signala. An engineel' may pass
l ever saw was on a little old single- the green signal, as it is only caution-

track Southern railroad; onxe of those ary; but the red onc hangs so low that
where the conductor will obligingly his smokestack wihI not paso under if.
stop the train and run back for the One would think that such plain sig-
careless passenger's bat. t was naIs, when the penalty for disregarding
operatcd by thaf omnipresent Southern themn is sucli a serious one, would amply
combination, "a nigger and a mule," secure the safety of trains; but ±hey
and its fearful and wonderful construc- are far fromt infallible. The sfrenuous
tion made ip1e think that either of tixe railroader can cope wxfh pracfîcahhy
grizzled twain might have planned it. anything. An engineer of my acquaint-

À )UL-POERDRAWBRIDGE. ance, Tom Hallbran, once came down
A MULEPOWERto an open draw wîfb sixty cars of

Two huge cypress logs, f0 whicb the wheat. His crew didn'f bold the train,
rails were spîkcd, formod the bridge and hie knockew1 the signal dlown. He
proper; each being stiffened by a sort got a fen days' compulsory vacation.
of rude truss. This mechanical tri- AI Grexnville, thxe most careful, the
umpeh was attached to the mule by a most cock-sure, and also fixe mast un-.
well-frayed rope. Betore miakiiig the popular engineer on the road, feit called
coupling, the Africani was required to uipon to reniark:
plant a red fiag in a hole bored in a "I dunno ixow 'tis you fellers can't
tic for tbat purpose, «*sebenteen" tele- see that signal, big as tie end of a box-
graph poles back, ecd way. He then car, an' riglît in front of yer noses 1
notîfied the mule f0 "g'loxîgcdown de lf's a wonder some cF ye don't run
crick," while lie himself kept a turii yer trains off fixe end of tbe dock
round a f ree with another rope. when ye git in 1"

Being unfamiliar wtb mule nature, Exactly a week later, the draw-tender
this precaution seemed superfinous tý got fIxe bridge off fixe track and heMd
me. I learncd afterwards that the mule ;IIl iiward-bound morning trains. The
had anc day taken an unexpecfed no- sidings were full ot' passenger trains
tion ta prolong bis journey "down wlîen tbe geieral superintendent came
crick" beyond bis usual stopping-hilace. ouf wifb fixe wreckers. While one of
The bridge was hauled off ts unstable thle passeur.r engines-wifb the "oId
center, and dropped into tixe strearn; man aboard-was pulling fthe bridge
hience' this rope ta the tree.

After many picfuresque but vain ex-
p ntltos Scipia tbrew a stonie at bis - . ,

uwligparfner. t bounded f ron.
the dusty bide witb a holloW tbump.
The ungainly bundle of rags and bones
was gaI vanized ixto life. Tixere was
a pratesting sixake of thxe bead, aMi
the lean legs straigixfened ouf. Fric-
tional sbrieks and wails startled sleep,-
ing alligators, and the bridge slowly
ground upon ifs wooden cenfer. When
the an gulari ty betwcen bridge and rouie
liad become reduced ta a nearly straig'-t
line, the master-mariner wbalixa~l
caused the risfurbance was invited fui
"sbub it" if be wanted it open any
"furder!'

Ta close the bridge, the mule was
revcrscd and sent txp creek. Tixe Afri-
can blocked Our end up witix stones and
pieces of old fies; and wlien satisfied
with bis structure. bie called ouf:

"Dar, 1 gucss you-all kmn git across,
Mr. Engixxeer Man !"

The opposite extreme in drawbnidges
is wcll reprcsented by fheixe agnifice,-f
steel structure tlirown across thlic han
lem river, in New York Cify, by th-
New York Central. I bave na figures
concerning thxe dimnetsionus of flis
bridge, but any oneicant sec that it is a
masterpiece. A litige affair of massive
steel beams, braces, anîd girders,, it pre- A nice bit of Sc
sents, even at conuparafively close
range, a ligbf. gracefuil, and spidery oxn, Grenville came rounîd ixe curvi
appearance. Tt is a rare conibination wifix bis liffle tiree-car local.
of strengtix and beatity. Sa accurately AI wais as neaf as lie w-as ineai. i-
is thxe great fruss balatuced tipon its Ilad a ixose coiectcd to thli xjector oi
center, and so perfect arceflue sfiffening lis side, itl huil i a uîtxuh
appliances, tixafwben fxlly opien and sriîîxîgf ic oalie a foli d uaxi
projecting many feet bcyond its base oftoepfx riiuusftsoy.h
support, the deflection 15 abuiiost im- tusas facieig bîrkixu flic feter 1cr ax

perceptible. even fo the miost severe workixig tflýi înîkier, wiiex ie w'as re
mechanical tests. As a specinen of called f0 canflihîy the crash of lis sa

fieperfection fa wliix ixe art Of ippitîg ixto fIxe xucuvsigna-l. 011 whicI
bridge-bulilding bas aftitud.if mav 'lie poor Tor's Pixîit was lî:înlly dry.
tuentionarlti laf wlicn sw'ung entirelv f asale:itfl(ljeuiccif
irotitd if fits ieapralissithua le it ndrcaulitcfipssuul r, fuoi
uurefy. ap,, uu wthelu lîouiî 11rîueriteof ci ifii,(r,.i ue ni
SItNAt S TTii.vr MEAN uiAW OPE.N. nIiai's lîc:îniug. W11,01i tli "-x
Thxe well-kxîowi farttfhiaf rail il eiiiihu itc I li,,s rahi. "cel 5 i niiforma:

men dread discixarge nuore tixau thicv tion, AI xîîîuuîîluieul soliîetlîixg abnir
fear deafixlbas produced sigiils wlui' t le ic lraks tint ho1ldinoi fi fr
wbile nofifvtxg ftie engixuer of flue anîd Itle l s îa- utl u in.ý 0,the da-f

stae o fie daw.alqo xfontuli hnuian- lack cof fetility <if ixîventioxu.
agen'enf of lis failire fo stop lic (<ir
passing fixe signal: whil ilii tself, i., TRYIN( T 'xc"cxxET TIxFxIE.

a grave uisdeuuucauun. 01w prolilie uuinec, f uraisiuidge a(
One of the sinîlest of tlîu-scdsie eur t tc 0r~it foun iî;îkix

us a greaf reil boal, il lusel ini a Ilir iti fi t h ,i ti. ii ruîîeu
wbite box, set rî'itrals' (uxt- fi rc,îc .s l fi srsutiuI tesIrcufli
a fixousatitl on rit'uffcru liilliInî'î ffcct ,îjk euuui fi 1,cei tluir j lis. \VlII
from flic urawis slSionlul lue îîu uu uu f.ui Il u t it e iui s uitl uu r 1

fion of thlicrotintry r)chu nu-e flis, if i; t l uoi 111,;ru if ssuuuil tutr i i

precededl by a gree,,i db.t.umuu'î siglltl fo.ui ti rîx ulil

svifh flîr lu lt j..It ll , (tiu i't uf u111, 'u ,ru ilt tbru Tii ut

i ~-- 0< luuu'l< tfu) sî-ifrt o. iiti i ''r I- i uî -

tuuiî<'' 1 t i t it' I iîl d 1 ,t5',e '-1,Siru i C

hou tuur' f' i I~ 551 ,f

Marcb ,0w>, Western Home Monthly

I ~1: ~

An engineer. for wbom I fired roce mWNS TRILG momE1çqT.
,heeled ten coaches over a drawbiidge
tthe rate of fifty miles an hour. It A fourteel ar passenger train One
as a ba9dly located bridge, the signal stoppd at the open draw within jeu
ing obscured by a large factorywhiclh buof the n sofe r The engino-r

ad been huiât quite recently. We had body wasth ie Teeglr
new engine; she had been on the was a thoroughlY competent, andlru
ain a week, and had flot yet made liable man, but on this one trip, i

e tîme. The master mechanic sajd nany owear' sServ iceh reae b
e should stay on the train, and must iglnefrasingle second. The~
iake t1é tiine, or somebody would get law of the State required ahl trains to
ùto trouble. We were two minutes corne to a full stop before crossing 111,
te, and Pete was trying to ".git Pem bridge. This should give ample pro-

ere.' Afterward, when I expostu- tection, but combinaticms of ircum-
ited with him for going over a iraw- stances are endiess.

ridge at that gait, hie said bie wished Coming East, the signal is ffirst
e draw bad been open, soc that he visible fromn the top of a malhill;
ould have gotten rid of that con- thien the road dips into a curved bol-

oundd enine.low, where there is a station. It was
>undd enine.a flag-station on Ben's train; and on

AN OLD ENGINEER'S ]KISTAKE. this particular niglit, «ils he had had ail
Joe Bailey bauled coal trains over he could do to) maintain harmony be-
'hm River drawbridge for twelve tween the milestones and the hands of
ears. One day lie came thumPing his watch, he sincerely hoped he m'gbit
long with thirty-one loadel gondolas get by Storieyliurst. The bridge sig-
ind the caboose. It was pay-day, an.d nal was white from the top of the
twas snowing heavily. The head bill, and there was no flag out at thxe

)rakeman was looking out on the fire- station; but j ust then the conductoir
nan's side, and Joe was riding with signaled by bell that hie wîshed to
is body haif out of the window, think- stop.
rxg of the mortgage on his bouse, and When Ben pulled out again, hie was
vondering if hie wouîd be in time to late enough to keep him hustling good
.atch the pay-car before it started out and lively ail the way iii. Now this
n the road. stop at Stonyburst fulfilled the re-

The firernan was in the tender. He quirements of the law, and the bridge-
ad straightened bis wet back up to the tender had neyer been knlown to open
warm boler-head for a moment, and the draw after bearing thxe engineer's
the stream from bis overclothies drifted %%IistIe, wbich ixîdicated that hie was
up and mingled with the exbaust. A going to stop. To be sure, the ten-
farmer stood witb bis team at a road der would have been justified in open-
rossing within three hundred feet of ing if, for water craft have the right

of way; but he wouldn',t.
There was a place at the top of tbe

next knoli whiere fthe signal could be
% seen again, for an instant, fbrough a

gap in the trees, js eoefx n
~ ~ ~ gine pitched over to descend fo tbe

'J.bridge. There was a pleasant fiction
currenf* on ftxe engines that if was tbe

-e duty of every man on thxe train to look
through that peep-hoie and notify the
eugineer if tlie signal bad been changed
since the train entered the hollow; but
Ben neyer relied upon otbers; no en-
gineer would.

Just before lie arrîved af the open-
ing in the trecs, the glass water-gage
at his side buirsf, andlibe wds pretty
busy for hiaif a minîute shutting if qf.
H-e fried fo watchi for tbe signal at
the sanle tirne, but only succeeded in
burnixîgins fingers, so lie atteried to
the broken glass first. XVben hie gof
it sbt tOff, lic was by thxe place. and
sbe ixad already commenced ta pick up
speed on tbe (T'own grade.

A moment later bis beadlight shone
ino th ie mainsail of a scliooner in the
open draw.

A FINE EMERGENCY STOP.
He had bier in fthe breeching and

grindi1ng sand quicker than if takes fo
tell if, and for a few interminable sec-

tier ner Baff.onds bis hcart wvas in bis moutix. lie
îer ner aif.did wbat tixere was to do so quietly fixaf

to tbis day tiot e%-en tixe firernan knows
tîhe open draw, waiting for tixe train thaf a nîigbity fine einergency stop was
to pass. lile siouted a frantic warn- made there that nighft.
ig to fiee nien on ftxe engine. Tbinking If was a warni evening. Ben got
it a mere frieindly sainte, fixe firenii off and felt arouuid lier, from force of
axswerei witix a smule and wave of ftxe hbTri going arouind tbe pilot, lie
ixand. tCali7ed honw tuar liceixad corne f0 rtif-

Tixat was bis ast act. uling tiiose fourteeni crowded coaches
Witl wie oeiltlirttl th enineixîfotbe river, and it made birn faint.

Witb wdcrosthOpen hîroti xeangibit e iesat on flic bank an(l looked along
thaebrdgeacrow thfixe open draw iidt fticbrilix.îtiy iglite(ltrain, and wixen
fitscen bridge a bhîxthat nockd foff thic (ra\v Was closed lie was so weak

its ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ceieouItîc tene citi over- t1iitîflbe coulul bardly gef back on tixe
board. Slie left bier tinîber biuîuiperm cengine. lie had to lay off a trip, f0
sîick'ing in thic bridg-e, and dropped "race up" as lie expressed it.
''irk nfotarus i efet f afr. If seenis tliat tbe regular bridge-

'I îiry arspitilin on, top cf lier. tender lîa(l ben taken ilI, and bad been
'Flic space fiiied, one car andtIhte reîieved by one of fthe section nien.
caboose rciiîicid on flic track. T'lîis mnaxi was eqîxally wctl infornicd as

Iloxvoid JOc came to rixui into tlîe to ftxe tinie of flhc trains. and ftxe cus-
drav\v a s a qllestion ,dicuxsseî in tem of hoiling thxe bridge for tbem,
rouind iouses anid on sidinigs for miany but lie wvas xîot parficularly inferested;
îlays. l'iîe tIicorv Nvas advanced thaf an , frlemre i vsinii ro
lic hal i lst "i""self 111 the sforxîî, alnd af bcing ;et af a job wtîirl hc did not

utilit îî~'lice a sO ne1r flic bridg-e. consi(ler lus work. So it carne about
itat inot aecejutud, as promlinelif fliat M~-ien liclicard Ben blow for tixe

Iuilnutw,; 111v re nMnir- lieralonsstop af StoliNvbxmrst, be casily felI1 a
-wd t e lit Jdticl i r~cl finsainie prcy to tlc-profane eloquence of flic

lurie to1ui:iitiîiue iii ii nrt s of schoolner captain. w-,lîo tlireafcned ail
tu 11 lc r, C:us w Iof nmen nianner of (lire cousequences to bini

~ituru~ t t ii uc Tilurcply, anud tlîe road unless tbe draw wenc
f ilr b re i~cus id lie saw prornptly opened.

t b- itcru ii irîu u. siif ffanud 1 EFP AXO TEMPORARY TNS;ANITY.
T re ir s tacu f ,r tflic T1nlobteullv, many drawbridgc arni-

uw Ie iqe-r 5iisreffl bv (lents,. lke ofier raliroad ni1shaps, anc
ruijîe u-rf Vten shle sus ic f0 oos'cr-orkecl cogincer drnoppiiuc

1cr -. ~ ~OjCi ii te alep. one rnuigluf fthink li hec coîtIrIY
b nWl n ~ oileîst;tate to senud a mri n uuu()Tl

il n tt rui -fierouidift te licad of a traii.
i npIetulu-t ired ouf. andlartsbi
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