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68 CORRESPONDENCE reratine To THE CONFLAGRATIONS

that this important Service was performed, and I have strongly to express to your Excel-
lency that Monsieur Caron exerted himself during the whole of the Night to the utmost,
and'owing to the great Extent of the Conflagration was obliged to invest me with full
Authority to take every Step that the Circumstances required. Some Houses and a
Chapel were blown up in the intervening Space, from where the Fire commenced to the
Spot where it was finally checked, without producing any good Effect, except at one Spot
pointed out to me by Captain Warburton of the Royal Artillery, who reported that by the
blowing up of Two Houses at the Corner of one of the Streets leading towards the
St. Louis Road, and taking Advantage of some open Spaces, a Stop might be put to
the Ilames in that Direction. I immediately directed him to do so, and I am happy to do
Justice to the Intelligence of this young Officer, in reporting to your Excellency that the
Operation was attended with Success; and I have to add Licutenant Shakspeare’s, of the
Royal Artillery, Name as equally deserving of Praise, both these Officers being entrusted
with the perilous Duty of placing the Barrels of Gunpowder in the Houses frequently
within a few Yards of the Conflagration.

By the blowing up of several Fouses in rapid Succession at the Spot where the
St. John’s Suburb extended beyond the St. Louis Suburb, taking advantage of some open
Spaces, and by the clearing away a Space betwixt the burning Buildings and the upper
Part of the Suburbs of St. Louis, the Ilames that had raged to this Spot with unabated
Violence were checked at about Eight o’Clock on the Morning of the 29th June, and this
direful Visitation suddenly and in an Instant subdued into the Stillness of exhausted
Desolation.

A great Part of the St. Louis Suburbs, the whole of the St. John’s Suburbs, with very
few Lixceptions, I'ive Sixths of the Suburbs of St. Roch, the Streets extending along the
Foot of the Rock to the Point where the Fire was stopped on the former Occasion,
present One Scene of continuous Ruins, having deprived at least 22,000 Persons of their
Houses and Homes, entailing on the poorer Part of the Population of this devoted City
inexpressible Misery, and sent Thousands to wander for Shelter and Bread, and to depend
for Relief and Consolation on the Benevolence and the Generosity of a feeling Public.
It may be permitted to me, under these appalling Circumstances, to go a little ont of
my Way, and to beg of your Excellency to use all your Influence that some legislative
Measure should be adopted in the Reconstruction of this unfortunate 'L'own, that the
Houses should be built as much as possible with Stone or Brick, and roofed with some
Material to resist the Flames, and that a Line should be drawn round the Works, and no
Houses allowed to be built within that Line, but of Stone or Brick, and securely roofed.
Besides almost the whole of these Suburbs being constructed of Wood, all the intervening
Spaces betwixt the Streets, the Gardens, Yards, &e. were filled with Stacks of Deals,
connected by wooden Palings, and every Sort of combustible Matter heaped together.
It therefore ceases to be a Matter of Surprise that these ‘Two dreadful Calamities bhave
occurred, and rather to be wondered at that such a dreadful Visitation has not taken
place before.

The Spot where the Houses were latterly blown up was at the Point where the St. John’s ©
Suburbs extend beyond the St. Louis, and owing to these Houses being rapidly blown up,
and by the utmost Exertions of the Troops in clearing a Space, a great Part of the
St. Louis Suburbs, the whole of Claptin Terrace, consisting of Villas, and the Gentlemen’s
Seats on each Side of the St. Louis Road, were saved.

I wish it had fallen to my Lot to report o your Excellency the Services of the Officers
and Men employed during the Progress of both the late lamentable Events on Occasions
more heonourable and more congenial to their Profession, but it would indeed be unjust if
I did not mention the Names of Captain Boxer of the Royal Navy, whose Exertions during
the whole Night and particularly at the End of the Fire, in directing the Spaces to be
clearcd, were of the greatest Service; of Lieutenant Colonel Walker, commanding the
Royal Artillery; of Major Watson, commanding the 14th Regiment; of Lieutenant Colonel
Thorp, commanding the 89th Regiment; and I have also to state that I received every
Assistance from the Suggestions and Activity of Lieutenant Colonel Ward and the Officers
of the Royal Engineers; of Licutenant Colonel Pritchard, Assistant Adjutant General ; of
Captain Ingall, D. A. Quarter Master General; of Town Major Knight; and of my
Aide-de-Camp Captain Hope. The Conduct of the Non-commissioned Officers and Men,
as I expressed on the Occasion of the former Conflagration, exceeds any thing I can say
in their Praise. Though this dreadful Misfortune occurred during the Night, when the
Men were frequently scattered in various Directions, they were quickly assembled at the
Sound of the Bugle, and never relaxed for an Instant in their Exertions; and [ am happy
to add that but One Person was killed, One Man’s Legs broken, and Three or Four con-
tused by the several Explosions that took place, and that no Pains were spared to get the
People out of the Way. There have been no Casualties amongst the Troops. '

I directed that the whole of the Tents should be pitched near the old French Works,
and the Splinter-proof Barracks given up for the Accommodation and Relief of the
Sufferers, and to be placed at the Disposal of the Mayor.

I have &ec.
His Excellency (Signed) J. A. Hork.
Lieut. Gen, the Earl Cathcart, Major General,
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