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which Vpper and Lower Canada entered con-
federation. ThLs walls a task of no small diffi-
culty. Hon. Mr. Macpherson represented On-

tario in this matter, and the manner in which
liedi.,cliarored his duties was, satisfactory to the

Government and the people'of the Provin ' ce.,
Hon., Mr. Macpherson was a staunch supporter
of the-Conservative policy, and dùrincr the régime
of the Mackenzie administration lie did niuch,
hoth in Parliament and outsidle, to weaken
their hold upon. publie contidence, and bring -
about the deféat they sufféred, in'September,
18748. Notonlydidhebyýpublicenquirythroufrh
the 'Senate, expose the nature of the po4cy thev
were pursuing, but he prepared a pamphlet criti-
cising that policy in its different phases- an(]

exposing its welakness, especially from the finan-
cial and fiscal points o * f view. This paniphlet
was one of -the leadin cr documents circulated by

the Conservatives during the campaign, and the
niany efforts, raade by Liberal writers and speak-
ers to answer the argomments set forth in'it, w'ere
sufficient proof of the part it phaye'd in the elec-

tion. This was in some respects the most noýt-
able of a series of wor-s by the same author,

deali'nçr with financial, fiscal,, and banking ques-
tions. In 1880, Hon. Mr. Macpherson was

appointed Speacer of the Senate. This is a
position ýýhich, bytradition, calls for not only1

-political but social gifts of a high order, for Mr.
peaker's chambers ýare a centre of Society dur-

irig thesession of Parliament It is safe tos, y
that never has-ýthere been an occupant, ,of , the

chair' who more 'ably discharcred - his dûties in-ov' of the Senate,resi ing er thé delibèrîation's
and never bas there been a more hospitable or
more êourtly performance of the social dutie's of
the position. On the l7th October Hon.-on resignied the S kership, andMr. Macphei-, pea

wa.,ý appointed Minister ï)f the Interior. A year
later he received. the -crownin" honour 1 of his

life, that of kniçirhthood being created a Knight'
of ' the Order of St. Michael and St. George. The
duties of publie life,, however, were too * çrreat for
S& David to -. bear. for lonfr. « He was com-
pelled, byill-health, to resign his'position as

niember 'f the Cabinet' which he did in 1885.
Sir David Macpherson bas . not confined, bis at-but h ' given ni ch-tention to polities alone, as u
assistance to public bodies of variousk-inds. He
was for a time presidenof the Toronto St. An-
drew's Society, aný organization which includes

.in its meiÉbership some of the ablest 'and best-
known men in Canada. - He bas also been iden-
tified with s'me'of the most prominent business

corpomtions in the Dominio ' having been a
director of MoIsons Bank,. the Western Canada
Permanent Loan, and Sa-%iincrs Company,' and
the Guarantee Company of North America. Sir
David Macpherson - bas a fine resïdence in- To-
on tù, known as Chestn'ut Park, where, when at

home, he disýnspq a kindly, crenerous hospital-
ity. He is compelled, however, by the state of
his health to be much abro«ad. In -hils -family
relations, Mr. lUacpherson has beeii particularly
happy. In 1844 he was marrîed W Miss Eliza-
beth. Sarah, ' elde.-st daughter of William MoIson,
the well-known. financier of Montre-aland <rM nd-
daucrhter of Hon. John Molson president of the
Batik of Montreal, and for many years meinl-wr
of the Executive Couneil of Lower Canada.
One ' of the daugliters, of this union is the wife
of Flon. Ge*orge A. Kirkpatrick, Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario.

HON. GEORGE W. ROSSý LL.D., iNI.P.P.,

Toronto, ' ow.

ONOURABLE'GEORGE".WILLIAIýf
ROSSI LL.D.5 INI.P.P., 'and Minister of

Education for Ontario) was born near Nairii,
township of WiRiam, county of Middlesex, Ont.,

September' 18th, 1841. His parents, Jan-i és
and ' 'Ellen-(MeKi'nnon) Rosswere both niatives
of Ross-shire,' Séotland,' and of Celtic origrin.
the - subject of this sketch, , bý«an his - dis-

ting'uishéd ýcareer'as an educationist in 1857,
and continued ac'tively ençr d in the teaching
profession until 1867. In 1869 he attended
.the Normal School, Toronto, under Dr. J. H.
Sângster, Principal, and Dr. H. W. Davies,
,first assist ' ant. In 1871 he was appointed,-- ' In-
speétor . of Publie Schools for *the county, of

.Lambton,, and subsequently acted in a similar
capacity for the towns of .'Petrolia and Strath-

roy. When * the establishment of additional.
Normal Schools - wa's agitated in Ontario,
Ross tôok' -a lea ' ding part in - the of
the couiity model school system. After their

esta-b1i.ý,;hnient h e- prepare(l a syllabus of lectures
for -their directioni îand for a tiiiie filled the,
position - of Inspecto . r. The excellent results
-ire a demon'stration of the wisdomof, his couii-

sek' . From 1876 to, 1880 he wws.
4 the central cominittee of exaiiiiiièrs.- He

steadily contenided for the 'Uýnifi.)riiiity of 'text
books,' a nd' favoured the Iiiiiitin(r*« of Norinal
Schools to.professiènal work. Ross matri-
cùlaÊed in law'- at Albert University in 1879,

and grraduated LL B. in 1883. He also received
the degree of LL.D,.,*,iýti 1886, froin St. Andrew's
University' -Scotland, ît'compliment, to the high
position he ' tttaiiied as aii.edue,«,itor and as
demoiistr.-,itor of the, ýystem -of -the pro-
vince. Positions of publie trust ' and respqnsi-

bility alw,,iys demand men of crood character
and superior ability; hence it is not surprising
that Mr. ' Ross was elected, in. 1872, represen-
tative of West -Middlesex,' in the House of -Coin-
mons. So thoroughly, satisfied were ' his consti-
tuents- that he'wa,ý re-elected, by acclamation- in


