
206 CRUISE OP THE FIIENCIl 1RON-CLAI)D UA aN

cificial inavestigations andf rcjîoit9, and wliat do wo find there ? We find finit Sir

a large rifled lit, picco (grosse carabine rayýc,, lî:îding ut flic brcch, aîîd ili-
ging a 12-pound' ball, whichi corr( spiuds to ouir cadibre .1 ; but x'lieii, alLer the liuc-
cess cf tlîis pivue Ilia-i been establishced t.' thIle sati4facticn of th 0 gov-cr il inert, t cW-as
pressed to makoc a gunI f , lio replied Oint bce wag not pe ad u cîe~
1 or 10 ycars to stiidy the question. If lie Las nie:înlîilo attcnîpted1 stili greate-
calibres, iL bas Iieen under tlic pressure cf goverimient, and not witli lus owui tgcîd
%will, except that lie did neot w'islî it to bu said lie li:d decliîiid a servic %lîicli
otiiors believedl thenîsieli-es able to render. Pis onn'îg ait dithi-se poinits is

as niodest as it is sensible. Let uis pay respect te bis patriotisîn, bit lut lis ilot
launoli licadlong on flic course tliceg]h goverumlent bas se r:îslly pursieud. If
this course was the correct one, flie Turkq, -%itlî tleir bigr guîis of Ille castle of
the Dardanelcles, ougbht to ho considered tlîe first guni-niakieis ini the world. To
recîîr lt flic pi-osent day 'otuitadtcî seelis to mne as littie icasonable, as if
we weî-o to let our.-elves 1,o inflticnced by mî-hat the Anivricaris relate of tlieir
iron-chîdsq, and were to abandon the niagnifîeent slîips vhieli have giveii lis such
unexpecteil resiîlts iii ordvr Le coliy the Afonitors, -%vlîicli caiiiot keep) he sen, or
the IVechlckmîs, whlieli fomuder in the smîootli wvater.3 cf a r-oadway, or the Ifeo-
ku-s whicl aire 81111k at 750o yard-; uliýtaince iuy tlie rounîd halls cf OCueeral Deau-

regard, %vlio rcfîiscd the -tins said tie be SOO lioaxîers Nvliîclî tliey wantced hi> seni
him froin Rliclilioi'd.

In order to conîulete ortarh-, it woii!tl have been Ioe-~.r copretureu

obtained b)y oui ir.11elauls wi ili tlioze obtaînied by the luils but tho nîcans of Luis
comparizozi are Nvantig. TI'le -cglibgverimnieiit bas nid, to our kiiowledge,
publislîed any report of tic Lwo cruises tlia' flic Jlarrior anid lier inatc-3 nado lu thec
same seas as oîîr own. Wlîenover theu goverrnient hi:s becri questioi(-( On tie,
muatter, iL lias repliî-d îhî:t the repot ts wcre very satiefaetory, buit beyouid LuiF,
its reserve lias licou ainîost cîîiiplete. liVe canntot tlîeîî iiistitiite this comîparison,
but, afler what lias beîî s:îïd, w-o thîiik ourselves aîthlorised in w3seîtiini fuat tour
navy need not fouir any etiiiîp.rii>i; thiat it8 prcgress ha.s been conitiliiolisly iii ad-
vance, and tliat its woi-ks, white being developed asi tlîey have beeri, frotîî the
Gloire and Solferino, andt iiîcossantly eciîriebed by flic aidoptionî of ci ery viiliable
inventioni, preserve a liaruîoiîy anid îîîity wlîiel ate a1zso very preciolîs qualities.
Certainly wo hiave tiot iearlicd pcirfectioli, but it ucins te mue ihat it i; riuL pre-
surriptioii te beliovo, thuat if we hiad oui clîcice froni the îî:îvies cf zhe wvbole world,
cf the bcst, tbey cati ciTer, wo slioihld net fiîud live ironclauls -%ilîi cmiîld (lo al
that tlue fivc sluips îvc have beeau s;peakitiug cf have donco, allîd especi.1ll v ith the
same ulîifornlitx-. I t is onlv Z3s oadLatagetprto liiscesbsbo
due to Admiiirait Peluaiîd aîîd flie oficuirs uder Ili-; conîuîaud. 'fiîe aetivity, tale-nt,
and g.od-will wvhic l h ve beii di4:p1ai-ei arc- %ortliy of ali a,auuldv are
happy in the -irqisitioti of sucii meni tau e;iud!i ul% :îl th iL tlhe wvrkq #ni c-ur naval
architccte ai-o woriih.


