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WE''-STÂMý-INSTIKRl H-ALL AND ITS NIEIORIES.

THE GREAT TIMBEUED ROOF.

LMOST (lwarfed by theAsize and magynificeniceA of the new Houises of
Parlianient, the ancient
Westminster Hall, that
cradle of Britishi Con-
stitiltional liberty' ivith
its noble oakzen roof,
O'iti of the finest in the
k i ngdcloni, is yet
haunted \Vith niei-or-

ies more stirring andl tragic than
almost any other structure in the
realm. It wvas first buiît, says

Augaustus J-are, by? Williami Rufus
before i ioo, was alinost rebuit by
Richard IL., whio added the noblte
timibered roof whichi we now see.
The Hall, which is 270 feet long
and 74 feet broad, forrns a gloriotis
vestibule to the modern Houses of
Parliament. Here Sir \Viiliami
\\Tallace wvas condemined to death in
1305, and Sir Johin Oldeastie, the
*Wyclifflte, iii 1418. Here, in 1517,
three queens-Catherine of Arra-
elon, Margaret of Scotland, ai-d
Mary of France-long upon their


