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face and for a ongcr tinie, and therc niay
bu a prolonged effort, equal to a concent-
trated efiort, in taking up froin day te day
the cross.

Whatever in our daily lifc is perplexed
and irksoune and galling ; the unfavourable
outward cireuînstance-s ivit1î which we niay
dei ourselves undcservcdly surrounded;
the iiîoneteny of an uncongenial pursuit;
the miortifications and deprivations of our
social life,-whiatever is the drawback or
the slîadow on our lives,-this is to us a
cross, and it muust bc tak-en up. It is that
crook Ù& the loi of whicli good divines have
wvritten. In reading the experience of
God's saints, we sc again and again lxew
this arises. One man suffers front a life-
long negleet, or xuiisrepresentation, or
caluinny. Another is for ever under the
burden of poverty. Another is for ever
under the burden of ill-hecalth. .Another is
under the burden o? inultiplied responsibi.
lities and anxieties, with wvhielî lie is but
littie able to cope. It often also becomes
an additional Clament in the unhappiuess,
that wc have brou-lit these unfavourable
ýcircuînstainces upon ourselves. The cross
lias been our own inaking. It is less tic
divine will tixan our owvn pcrverted wili
which has brought it upen us. But even
hucre there is the consolation, that if these
thiîîgs have net been expressly brouglit
ýabout. thîey have, at lcast, been perxnitted,
by the providence of God, and, in the woen-
derful ivorking of that providence, wilI be
overrulcd to our own ultiniate good and to
the divine glory. But in whiatever way
'brouglat and iniposcd, hiere is the cross
w-hidi tiiese circuinstances constitute ;and
this bcingr the case, whcn w-c rcuz~nisc the
erob,, it is our wisdoni and our duty to
talze it up, and so to follow Christ.

But takc the case wlhcre, alnxost palpa-
bly and visibly, thc cross is laid upon us;
as wlicn our days are darkcncd by tic
,dcath of One W-C love, or wlien a long or
incurable illncss becomes our lot. Then
plainly, and withoutany disguise, the cross
is laid upon us. Thiese are not coînplcx-
and mysterious events, in w-hiil w-c 111.y
bo at a, loss to rco(gnize the divine hand,
but w-e sec the dirct and imniediate w-ork
of God. loere w-c have a inanifcst ral!l te
szuhulission, withi prayer for divine support
andi consolation.

The dcnying of' ourselves daily scenis to
bo tic minor dcgrcc of w-hici tic tah-ing up
the cross is tic greater. Day hy day we 'ha
finti both-tîc constant opeuingr for self
idcnial, the absolute neccssity in the divine

life for taking up thc cross. The Christian
rnubt bear it meekly, bubilissively, endur-
inagly, reîiiernbering, the Master's words,
IIf any man w-ll be iny disciple, lot inu

deny lîimself, and take up lus cross daily
and follow lune."

TnE MzNSîsRn OF RECONCILIATIOxM-' ReCon1-
ciling the wortd.' Mark the liberality of tht!
expression. Mark its coraprehiensiveness. Re-
couciling the tworld. As I said l>efore, the
apostle did not perples hiniscîf practicallv in
the vain attempt to arrive at definite, logicaly-
botinded conceptions on those dcep thiugs of
God, touching election and the like, on whicli
muchi unprofitable discussion hias often beexi
bcstowed, and whichi probably in this world
will never be unravellcd. Ilis view was that
God's object was to rconcile the world-Jdw
and Gentile-all men everywhere. People
should be diffident in their judgmcents on such
lîigli matterg as the decrees of tie Almighty,
and should renicîr.ber the grcat possibility of
error, tlic absolute impossibility of perfect
knowiedge, in regard to tiien. But people
necd not bie diffident in holding that ail nien
are invited to become partak-ers in flic benefits
of redemption. Our faculties go far enoughi
to enîible us to sec quite clcarl5- that tlîat is
what the Scriptîires say in flic nost distinct
tern's, and thc principle they always go upoa
even when it is not cxprcssed. IlGod wvill
have ail nmen to bc savcd ;" soit is written, and
thic sie thing is written in other words in a
Iîundrcd otheur passagcs, and 1 du îlot believe
that it is written oniy because ne do notknoir
who the clect aire, or, in other words, wlio
those arc whoxn God will have to be saved;
but I believe it is written beca;îsc it is the
simple truth ; and I bclieve flicrefore I arn to
preacli Christ tu you frcely, 1bccausc Christ is
frcc-to, you aIl, beause it is tlie loncst fact,
tliat lic is offércd to vou all, and not for flic
incre reasen tliat one cannot tell to, whonî.
But flic apostie adds someîtlîing more, Il God
wis iii Christ, rcconciling the world untohini-
self, izot inipulin- unio nici tricir trcsiasscs."
This passage lias nothing Io do with flic
doctrine of imputation as hield by sonie thco-
logians. It lias notliing to do with the inipii-
taLion of citiier Adani's sin or of Chirists
righcoutsncss. It is îlot any other pcrson*s sin
that thc .Apostle is sayingGýod %xill flot impute.
lie is saying tlîat God was in Christ, not
imputing tu nmen their own sins - that is, not
dealing vrith thien as sinners. not dcahing ivith
thicm as for tiicir sins they dcserved. bjut shew.-
ing theni undeservcdk-indncss anud furbcarancc.
The rneaning is the sr.me as tllat of thec
plasage in St. John, IlGod sent flot his .9on ini-
to flic w-orld te, condenîn tlic %vorld, but tiat
flic world througlihm bunigbt bc savcd.*" This
is what nc arc to, precch with the nîost perfect
fréeness. Thîis is the gospel of .he kingdorn
nec are tu proclaini. This is the nhinistr3- uf
reconciliation with wbich the apostle and his
fellow-laibourers wcrc put in charge, witli wliich
1 is suecesors in the prcaching oflice arc put in
charge stil.-Scýrmons oad Expzositions by, tic
lait Dr. John Rol>crtsorî.


