THE LUMBER TRADE.

THL BUSINESS ULTLUGK.

The vutlouk for the city trade louky
somewhat brighter this week. e
nmounced a lew weeks ago that a
uew st bhad been prepared by the
Winulpeg trade, and that it wiy ox.
pected the fuolish cutting of prices
wlueh ruined the trade Jjast year
wouhl not be repeated this season.
This view, huowever, proved disappuine-
g and  soon cutting was resumed
again. Several meetings of the derl-
ers have been leld lately, and it g
tre'levent the list will hercafter be kept.
The city contract, which was one of
the stumbhng blucks, is now out of
the way. Tiiere 1s every pruspeet for
+ gaul season’s trade th.s year for
the city dealers, and it wouid be the
heghthe o) folly tu throw away pro-
fits the way this was dune last Yoear.
The margin of profit on lumber iy a
rery moderate one at best, and it is
sheor fu'ly to do businss in the reck-
lew fashion that was followed last
year. In fact it is not business at
il ani the wonder is that intelj).
gent business men will indulge i sach
rerklessness.

Tle wholesale trade s a  lityie
quet yet. The lung coutinues wet
weather and bad roads last full eyt
T tne saleg of lumber 1n the coup-
try very wmaterially anl left country
tetailers with more Jumuer un hand
t carry over winter than they fhad
figurod on. The prospect, however, is
fur a guod season’s trade, and we be-
heve all the lumber to be cut thig
sersun will be wanted. At the time
of nriting the ice was not cloar at
the Lake of the Wools, but as soop
as 1t 1y, the mills will get to work,
The cut of the Lake of the Woolg
muls wili be about 60,000,001 font,.

MoRL RESIDENCES WANTED.

v large  number of new business
bo bs tase teen projected for Win-
0 g tnes scason, and it was though.
that tnading activity this year woul.d
tn uu~t y in the direction of ereeung
bus ae~s premues.  From prisent ap-
et e e, however, it wouid appear
that there s a searcity of suitab'e
e - an Wannipeg, and we may
expe t conscerable acoivity in  this
cav o buldng as well.  The most
certin s gn o o sear-ity of resivenc. s
s the sharp aavanee which  hasg
titin pizee an rents this spriug Many
av ~ rent.ng from SO to $25 per
unonti have veen advanced aboui <5
perocenth, anu In seie eaes evep
T ‘the class of residences wauant-
e 1w houses With modern couvemenrces
whu iy nal rent at a moderate price.

HARDWOUDS.

There s no mmediate pruspect for
rehes from the famne of dry stock,
althwugn reports received from the
fuuth tins week are wmore cucouraging
thar.  they hase been fur several
wertns  Iealers who have returned
reeentty trom the Memplus distries
State 11t condittons  ar.s improving
mapetn at the malls, and that if the
flessat weather continues for two or
Wres werks there will be no troubl- In
Felting m ogs.  NMany of the mlly
are nen o osteady operation, hut the
fock that s briig cut {s ol ander
contry t ang much of 18 1s bejug ship.
B gr e from the saws,  With) me-
PR, weather conditions there s
jregpeet ol rotting out some stock
Wat b.. treen un sticks for @ year
OF asre 't which could not b movegd

.

THE COMMERCIAL

o account of fnabiity to get 1t to
the railroads. When this stovk is
[ nully 1eleased it may result i re-
fleving the tension of demand for a
thue, but the amount of such stork
Is *ery nconsiderable i compai tson
tu the consumptive requirem-nts | 1.
der favorable conditions very little of
the new cut of vak from the ~vuthery
mils wall be avaflable until after misi.
summer, and th- users of vak are al-
ready put tu their wits' ends to Hup-
Ply present requirements. The same
18 true of ash, and to a degree of all
the southern hardwoods.,

In the northern territory the nnlig
At runiang practically withoug tater-
ruption and stk 1s gutag rapuity into
pite, though s usual tie softer woods
ore bemg cut Dirst, It 1s saad that
‘ery httle of the northern oah 1s likely
to come un th+ market before August
or September, and therefure no o is
anticipating lower prices within tvo
months, A large prrcentage o0 the
nurthern stock 1s held strung hands
ami prices at the mull- have ranged
consuderably lugher than they Iid
year ago.  Such muill men as flave nos
arready dispused of their cuts are
holding them at prices that e w hiole-
siafers regard as practicaliy prolubi.
e and transactions are therefure
abuut at a standstill for the time te.
mg.  Some basswoo ) 1s beangs shupped
from: northern puints, but it wWill s a
month or two yet before any great
amount of this seasons cut shajl be
m shippng condition.—American Lum-
berman.

LUMBER TRADL NOTLS.

The Staudard 0i) company will use
oak barrels in future m the distribu-
tion  of coms wil thirougnout Canada
disearding the cim barrels now in use.

I A Maguire, of Elgm, Man., has
solc uut his stuck of lumber to T H.
Patrick. of Souris, who will ~ontmue
hoth sards. Maguire waiii cunlimue 1
charge of the Ligin branech.

Hemuoek  lumber has advanced 30
ceuds per thousan i at Aew York and
is now on a $1230 bass. Gther cast-
ern markets for this lumber have alsn
advanced.

North Carohmna pwe has advanced
twoe dollars  per thousamd prive
withir the past tiiree monthz, and even
at the advance 1s said Lo be the ~heap-
6t lumber in the market.

A vVory iarge amount ol low rrale
lumbes is beiug conswme.d in the manu-
facture of 1ox.s. This tas alvnayste p
@ profitable outlet for arcummula-
tinns of this cluss of lnmber.

A Barrie, Qutario firm is ah ertis-
Ing 8~mi-ready houses for saie tur ship-
ment to the Nurthwest.  The hou-rs
are small and hghtly constructed, be-
ing made su that they can be knock-
ed down for slhuppng purposes.

On April 15 the prices of Yelhny e
were advanced fn the wastern states
to within less than the aceepted mar-
git: between yellow and wihite pine,
This advance is due to the ‘ery heavy
demand and Inadequate supply

Tnited States mills are anay behing
with their orders for dry poplar sum.
ber and prices have an advancing
tendency Quotations for hox ca.ls
of titls weol are $4 to §5 higher per
thousaud than they were a year
ago.

Hardwom floors, uncarpetd g
now roguraed as highls o~ rabl. far
<weiling houses from a samtary point
oaf view. It Is charged that carpets
ar. great germ breeders ani asslst
‘ery oiten' i the transmission of «dis.
ease.

) 983
Puichasing o white bk arvund
the great iakes has been 50 heavy

during the past winter that it is sald
the w1y stocks on hand have been
cleanivt up amd all the way from 25
U 75 per cent of the prospnetive out.
put for this year soll.

A mromineut svuthern furmture
muanufactuier recently made tiis an-
neancement.  Owing to an advance of
10 per cent to 25 per cent fn the cost
of ail raw wmaterinl and labur enter-
ing intu the cunstruction ol our goouds,
we are oluiged to withdraw ajl quotu-
tions made you on office Jdesks. That
Is the general tendency of the times.

Cypress I8 a line of lumber which
s gauning favor in the south. it is
sl that many of the rewa) yards
are putting i ines o! cypress sudmg
anl fuusiung and  are welj pleased
with the result Uypress shungles are
iise e nung anto favor. It s said that
grande for grade prices for cypress are
‘'ower than the prices for wlite Phase,

At tiie weeting of the W nipeg city
coulch on Monday last, the following
1trm was awopted *That the tender
@ the Rat Portage Lumber to. for
supply of fumber at the pbrices stated
in sencduie attached to tender be ac-
teptesl”  The iumber requred Ly the
€ tY¥ s mostiy plank, and the ténder
brice 1s understoud to be about 317
per thousung, compalea with ~14.75
st yeur  Of course lamber 1s gher
everywnere this year and  the city
could nut eapect to make a5 good a
targain as last year.

At 4 meeting of manuafacturers held
last week in Chitago, an advanve in
the mces fur red cedar stungles was
deci erup' n The market s said to be
in a very strong pusition. Tae general
demand fur slungies svath is ~a1d to
br improviug, aud adiances amounte-
e to 10 Lo 24 per cent have been
mivde at the mils.  Wiate e stocks
on haw? at thic begmmag of 180y were
“ighter than at any corresponding time
for many years previous. In fact, it
is ikely that ncver sinee produaction
m th northwestern states nassed the
SOMU U mat k have swucks at the
brginnmg of the year been so  low.
Thr output of tne year wilj be larger
than for twu or  three years past,
thuugh not materially so.—American
Lumberman

——

The tota: uumber of fasleres 1 Cap.
ada durmmg the week cading Aprit 20
Was Z2 ay comparcd with -y in 1898,
Mandtoba  contributed oue to the
total.

H. 1 Buswell, of Boswel, & \slams,
Sydney, Austrahia, was m Wainmpeg a
fow days ago. This firm represents
serveral Canadian manufacturtyg con-
cerns in Australin an.d accordmgly
are fitted to sprak of the position
anl prospects of Canadian trade. Seen
by a city dauly reporter, Mr Boswel]
&d - “My firm represents only Can-
adian manwfacturers, ang during the
past four years we have teen -0 the
business § find that there is a rapid.
Iy mereasing demand for goods mitdo
m Canada. They are a thorough
lnyai peupie, deeply tmbued with the
impertal sparit of ‘the day, and give
the preference wherver possible  to
Canadian firms.  Thore 1s ospecially
an active demand for Canadian kit
te! goods, boots and shines, clothing,
machintoshies, braces, cattons, hams
an! hacon. In bhraces we control the
market of Austraita and iy other linos
the advance g very marxed.  Most of
the goois is taken by the western
route over the' C. P. R., which hias
gnen the most favorable rates pos-
sible?



