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acquaintcd witli saine Iivcs about us, thal: si.cd abroati a
constant influcnce for good, that act as a continu'ai spur,
a constant inspiration, to, goodiiess andi fortitude, anîd ta
whom wc owve pcrlîaps more than wve c. Ii tell.

For soîne coî,siderable t--ile past it has bccn the f'ashion
f.) cali evcrtlxîxig that shows thc dark-cr sidc ofhuti-uî
,lature, cvcrytlxing Iliat is scliisli, tlislianorable, nicaa, by
then iane of Il rcalisni ;" bût this is not rcal lufe, in tlhe
sense of bcing the w~lioIc of Iice, it is but the darl<er sidc
the wcakcr side. Mr. T. B. Aldrich discusscs this mnovc-
ment in some lives whichi appearcd iii thicil dt1aic iloîitldly
andi froîn w~hicli thc iolloiving extrac. is takcn

'T11i îlty Zollistie ilîo, meîînt il',w
E:î1,rume iscs 11-0v pailit thlîiîges wtliey aîiu
(Or as %vo tliiîîk tlîcy ire) iinIliî.Iîii.ý
l'va %itlailtcr folingu ivres overtiretc.

'~i 'olia8s cetit aidc tlitîit,-w. take theo thorîi
'f'lic truest airt is ta Ica&vo ilotlitîng ot
Likcly ta prove otim'ive."

lu late Anmerican fiction this mistake of' supposing that
b.-cause the cha-racters are wcak, and iinclincti to bc without
an), strong princii)le, the story is thcrcfore more truc to
nature, is present to sncbi an extent, that thec arc no
charactcrs at ail nrcsci.--cd thiat nxay bc hceld up to adniir-
atior. Wc us-d to blame Thackeray for looking sel pcr-
sistcntly uipof the~ wcakcr side of hiuman nature, andI %vc
thougblt lie wvas unduly satiricai ; but in ail bis wvorks *zlire
arc cîîaractcrs thiat arc patterns for us of noble % irtue anti
gentie goodniess, andi In sorne the- arc creations thiat will
cvcr liolt a %v'arni p)lace iii evcry hioncst ;icart.

Let us look, arounti us among aur fricutis andi aur associ-
atts iîx life, andI, as Mr. Adc Long suggcrsts, w iv ili î5ind
tlîcn iii alnîiost ail cases kind icarted, anxious if possible to
afford assistaxcc or ta give pleasurc, andi cver unwviiling
to bc the nîeans of pain or wrongl. Stories in i whichi
appear characters; niarked by noble traits. whici tical %vith
persolnges in %vwhon thec is a suiggesýtioni .f ! --oisii- .Ind
flhcrc is a grecat deal af quiet licroisin ii lie world-arc
flot mecly romances ; they ave j ust as rcal as thosc disa-
greable clescriptionis clé wrctcbcduîcss to w'hicli the naine
rcalism is espccially applieti.

It is dccidcdly marc pleasant to reati abca&t vi.-tue andi
goodness in men, than ta reati about weakness andi
w~retcbediness, andi wc have no daubt tlic presenit singular
taste wîill before long give place ta somcthing, %vhichi iii
addition to its cqual trutb, ivili bc f, r more whloiesomc.

AKG.

THIE OLD LADY UPSTAIRS.

'Tis my lot, as an uniarrieti manx
Iii bacbiclor lodgings tolfive.

I cani tell yotu of evcry annayance,
Andi cvcry comfort thicy -,ive.

TMie troubles that mostly yoit incet with
-My philosophy chiccrfully bears;

But there's one tlîing that's pasi. all endurance,
Anti at's an old lady upstairs.

It's a tliing I'vc li miore thait two moî;tls of
-My lodgings w~ere taken for thrc,-

Now my niedicai mnan growing serious
says r oughit to go clon to the sen.

An(! temper 1oh, doîx't talk af texnper I
l'III savage as two doze.a curs :

S ivould you bc, and so %vould an angel
Whio'd gati. n olti lady upstairs.

Yoll'l pull off your boots wl'hcn you Coule ini
At igh-t, sir," the hi:ndlady said

'And Mien ye .. go up ta your bedroom"
IlTakc very grcat care biow you treati."

Theli lcast sounid's a'înost certain to wakc lier,"
IIf it don't slie lias aîvfui nighitmarcs."

WVell, I dia %vliat I coulti, but I always
Disturbeti tîxat aId lady upstairs.

Biy thxe î:iscst andi best of mankinti
'Tis, 1 tlîirk, pretty, îidcly agrecti

Tua., thougli you nnay get on Nvitixout it,
Therc's no barra iii a pipe or a ivect.

But bis nerves muse, bc just like a bison's,
Anti bis lieart likec a lii.s. whlo darcs

To liglit up andI puif of an evening
Whicii lhes gai. an olti lady upstairs.

l'in a ticcent perfurmer of mnusice
On Mozart. andi Beethioven I dote;

Sa 1 lîired a beautiful piano,
But 1 scarccly hiat struck oui. a inote,

\Vhicni a hiurrieti 1kx:ock camie at nîy dloor,
Whirli lit oncle put a stop ta my airs.

Oh1, Missus satys, plcase, i!il you stop ut?"
IlI aîînoys the aid lady upst-airs,."

But 'twas no use af niy trying ta study
Iii the strct there- was always sonie noise,

An organ, or bagpipe, or fidie,
Or cati %ith stentorian voice.

Thec tramp, andi thc scamnp, andi thxe catiger,
Ticir distresses shie lookcd on as liers;

Andi the rascals tlxcy aIl liatI gooti reason
To blcss the olti lady upstairs.

Ohi ! the nlotes asking, did 1 conside r?
Oh! the messages sent by the maiti

Oh! as eacli Monday morning 1 paid lier,
TMie i.hings that the lanîtlady said!

Why, there isîî't a comfort or Pleasure
For %vliiclî a man spccially cares,

Tlîat 1 cvcr enjoyeti without hecaring
Froîn diti awfui aId lady upstairs.

But one nîorning 1 saîv a cab senti f'or,
Andt wvatclx&.i witlî a curious c>'c

Viec boxes andi bags wvitlxout number
Upo,. it jiied up to the sky.

Mien a bundle af sliawls ivaddled in
'Twas an answcr ai. lasi. ta in), prayers;

For cabby jumped up, andi, t1ilîan goodness,
Drovc off thxe aId lady upstairs.


