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MISS AGNES riLAK, whoe recent vis;
to Toronto, caused soute stir in tbe;Wo-
mans Cliristian Temperance Union cir-
cIes, occupies a position and ewns a

personality ths.t gives bier more than passiug iu-

larger circle o! eut- sex wbo are interested in.
knowing sometiîing o! the lives cf women with
Cnreers.

Beth pet-sonally, aud in bier public work ebe is
a ycung lady c! exceptional gif te, and the fact/that,
she bas attained such higb office in ct-ganized phil-
anthropy gives promise cf larger developsient.

Those who were brought ite personal, inter-
course with bier duriug lier stay in the city will
retain a remembrance-a trifie amused perbaps,
but aise siarkedly vivid--o! a yeung wernan rail-
tant, if we may adopt the descriptive word ; a
fighting philautropist, aggressive, prac tical, exe-
cutive, yet with ail the impulse cf ho?. sex, and
&il the passion cf benevoleuce instinct in s mother

woXfafl.
Miss Slack is intenseiy British, and aise inten-

sely Libet-al in polities. These facts site made
clear in an address delivered in Broadway Taber-
nacle. The former Iby deploring that Toronto
semi-religieus gatheriîtgs did not open witth tue
Nationatl Antheni, the latter by lier hot assaul t on
Lord Salisbury, for bi-t non-support cf the Tein-
pet-anc. movement, eô?ssibly, aiso, the bright.
enèrgetic little lady in thie, ber fit-st visit te
Canada, hardly .realized the diffet-ence between
audiences on tuis sie e! the watr and those shte
bad addressed se extensively and with sucb suc-
ceas in the British Teles.

Whatever may b. the case over the line, an
audience of Canadian women cannot b. won te
approval. or conviction by a mauner o! address
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that mighit sunoessfully appeal te,
and capture the working classesl of
the United Kingdoin.

Usually a visiter froin the nioth-
*erland discovers this nt once; occas-

ionally, as in, the instance of Miss
Black, it takes exporience te niake
it olear. Whon titis eniergotie
Young worker pays Canada a iiecond

" ~visit, as site doubtless wvill in Octo-
ber, when the world's W. O. T. UJ.
convene in Toronto, site will pro-
bably corne more quickly in touchI~,¶with lier Canadian audienoesj.

We apeak thus our impressions
of lier platforrn metîtode enly. lit
private intercourse Miss Slack i8
uharming, with the maunifold per
as;nality of an earnest and intensely
ative woman.

'Our first surj-rise ie that site b; so
~ young. In view of the offices9 site

holds, and the public work she bans
accomplished, we naturaIly expeet
to find ber a woman of mature7W years, grey and sedate. But the
lady who greeta us is a young wonian
in lif3's prime; with Engieh coIcr,
a plump, spingy figure, and a bright
energy of manner sufficient to take

years off any wveman, and keep lier always a girl.
A yeung A o uan then, with brovik hait-, broad,

low brow, ,deep set eyes, strvight nose, and ma-
ternai lips and chin-a face wbose upper portion
expresses high executive ability, while the lower
contour shows the passioa of affectionate im-
pulse that "-Cm to nmal-e the enthusias;t and phil-
ant'iropist.

Miss Slack je a deliglîtful talker. Every bit of
ber taiks-eyeg. flushing color, bande, restless
tapping foot. Shçe is exceedingly in earne*t, and
bier philanthropie experience bas been varied.

She is strongly in sympathy witiî every inove-
ment that fayot-s the advancement of woman,
because in them she sees the factors that shte be-
lic-es wil! finaily produce ail the lasrge issues for
wbich philantbropy and religion arti striving.

"The îuoasure of freedom womer, have, bas been
se lately acquired, it je hardly te be wondered titat
we make nietakes, that we are yet, in many in-
stances, uarrow. Butwve will ga nbr-dth by de>-
grees. Narrowness is8 hut-up.ness. Breadth je
opening out te, ail conditions of humanity,»
she says. «ITherefore, if as you say, your ergani-
zations of Canadian women are afflicted with
narrowness, see that they getoutinto a wider vision.
The National Council will do wonders in that dir-
ection."

Se sceptical is the world, and so0 rare a thing it
is to discover men and wonten wbe are working
and enduring for love's sake- alone, that it is eut-
habit te irnpugn the motives of philanthropists of
either sex. «IShe or he makes a good living by il-,
doubtless,'* we say with a shrug, and salve oui
own restless conscience with sosie cyniciem about
*conviction in proportion te, profit,"

Oh, the pity of it that we chculd have grown so
unbeiieving ; and the greater pity that wo
have nourishment for such growth 1 How the
single-hearted and of bonest put-pose suffer by- iea-
son o! him of double-înind.

Many a man and wenian sacrifice. ambition, cee
cultured instincts, rnoney, ay, even love itseit, for
the bigh cause of Ged, for love of their kind; aud
because o! a fetv stumbling blocks we noither re-ý
cogaize the sacrifice uer acccpt the workcr.

But there are those in our midst who are yet
enthusiaats in the love of thnir fellows, who
reckon al%' ',ings as nothiug in the jey of philan-
thropic work, who tire bot-n with bcarts big
cnough te held a world of euch petty folks ns we
Who thus carp.

And thmes are citen mien and woinen o! force-
funi character 1 sa.lty, pungent, aggressive perbaps,

or witlî ai, excutive ability titat leade tîtent te
bc ever ini the fore. Yet, tlîough their uittîoda
or ntanners inay be open te criticistu), thecir work
romains; and below aIl surface ways, if we but.
listes, we licar beating a pasion.tiirob of protea-
tive love.

Miss 8lack is sucli an one. Site wvas born ini
Itipiey, in lovcly Devonshtire. Site bolongs to
a fanily inarkediy intelictual and aiert in
Christian, work. Having an independmît in-
cente, titis yeung lady might have rcmaine4i ini
luxurious and cultured social lifc ; but Aeî
chose the bard experiences of the artiv-3 phulan-
thropist. Site has, heen for sote tume a Poor
Law Guardian. Site is ant active meznbor o!
the coinittec o! the Woinan'éi Liborai Longue,
which is thîe riglit arin o! the Liberal party in
Engiand;ý niember o! the Central Suffrage Society,
the British Woman's Temperance Association, and
lar.tly slhe lias accepted the office 0£s1aid~e
hionorary secretary cf the world's W.C.T.U.,w!iiich
place bier next in official rank te Miss Frances
Wiilard and Lady Hien-y Sonierset.

Since her acceptance n! titis latter position
Miss Slack lias dene magnificenf, evangelistie and
Temperance work, especiaily in Ireland, where site
gave a niarked itupetus to the Whîite Ribbon move-
ment. rt ferceful, huniorous and agg-ressive
personality, wit> its wteft 0: enthusiasm, maude hier
especiaiiy acceptable te, the warm-hiearted Irish
people; and site ent-oled îuany cf their womnie
under the White Ribbon banner in the crustdo
which she conducted in Dublin and Ceork during
the past year.

Ber popularity z. a-,nded equaily te the Rloman
Catholies, and sont%. f the most proîiiinent nin-
bers cf this cburch joiý ,3 with the Protestants in
giving bier support.

That Miss Slack is an ardent suifragint is net
a matter cf surprise. There are few woînen who
go down inte the d3eptl%3 of iife' shadows, and
cone face te face with its problemes, without be-
iîtg forced to, the coii-'i*uton that woînen should
liave some par' .li making the laws under which
theysud t.heir familiesnmuet abide. "Welbave to
suifer the penalties înflicted by the law8, if we
break thein," sys Miss Slack, "8 lo ogicaily, we
cugbt te, have a veico lu frarning that which we
are cenipelîed to ohey'"

In ail these offices hier work bas been liergely
tîtat cf the platterm aud the pulpit. Sha bas
preaclhed for such well known ininistt-r3 as Mark
Guy Pearse and Hlugli Price Hughes, and is t.he
fit-st zvoinan who lias occupicd Week(y's pulpit.
Yet site bias gene down inte the prison.-4 and work-
bouses, sud be-come acquainted with the practical
details cf the evils againet whîici shte fights.

It is a curicus thiîîg to look upon, titis daintily
dressedl wemap, -.o listen te bier thoughtful cuitured
speech, tr rcal;- wliat site migltt bave if she
chose, rý' easv living and agreeabie envirç-nment,-
and tl.en) te, recaîl the îvor te which she bins de-
voto herseif, and for the sake cf which she lins
given up mucli o! the joy of boime life, aud hier

especially loved art, musie.
For fourteen years Miss Slack gave lier services

as organist of Ripley Wesieoyan Chiapel, only t--
signing the post wben the many engagements
arising front lier public wvork- teck ber frequiantiy
freint home.

Te the question, wlîether she did tot regret the
respousibilities site had a.ssumed, and the -wo'rk
these involved, Miss Black answered, tiîought-
fully:

" A fow years ago, wien flr.t entcring upon titis
work, 1 was cynical aud seif-assertive, dictatorial,
and disposed to dcînd that every one shouid
walkl i e way. and sc as 1 saw-T may bc in-
clined that way yet," site iuterpolated witb a
smiie, ««But since I have .sounded the dcptbs o!
htuman degrailation. ln my Foo- LaLw aud prison
mwork, life lias opened eut te a f ulîîess it neyer
wouid have donc ethorwisc. Oiy as we give eut-
sympathies width do wve grow liko God."


