THE DEBATES

— OF THE —

SENATE OF CANADA

— IN THE —

FOURTH SESSION OF THE SIXTH PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION OF
CANADA, APPOINTED TO MEET FOR DESPATCH OF BUSINESS ON
THURSDAY, THE SIXTEENTH DAY OF JANUARY, IN THE
FIFTY-THIRD YEAR OF THE REIGN OF

HER MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORTIA.

THE SENATE.
Ottawa, Thursday, January 16th, 1890.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
2‘30 p, m,

Prayers and routine proceedings.

THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

At Three o’clock p. m. His EXCELLENCY

HE GOVERNOR GENERAL proceeded in
state t0 the Senate Chamber, in the Parlia-
ment Buildings, and took his seat upon
the Throne. The members of the Senate

1ng -assembled, His Excellency was
%leased to command the attendance of the

ouse of Commons, and that House being
present, His Excellency was pleased to
open the Fourta SkssionN of the Sixtm
P{mLmuENT OF THE DoMINION OF CANADA,
with the following Speech :—

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

fIu ca:lling you together again for the consideration
of public affairs, I may fair y congmtulate' you on a

continuance of th i
ot e progress and prosperity of the

During the recess I visited Manitoba and the North-
'Whest Territories and British Columbia, and every-
where I found myself received with the loyalty and

s:dwxll which I have learned to be characteristic of

§ l:n a. A comparison of my own observations with

08e of !xxﬂ gredecessors shows clearly the great pro-

gﬁe&s which has marked this part of tg’e Dominion, in

m:nie::lﬁ?ent t(t’;fgt'li‘:ul c:)l::ltry a.gnl(ill in the develop-
tural capabilities, of its mi

Weaxlt(}:o:n of its otfhell; natu resources.o fits mineral

sequence of the repeated seizures by cruisers

25 hitihe United States Navy of Canadisny vessels,
o the employed in the capture of seals in that

@ Northern Pacific Ocean known as Beln-inggt::‘u,t

nlvlly Government has strongly represented to Her
ajesty’s Ministers the necessity of protecting our
shipping, while engaged in their lawful calling, as
well as of guarding against the assumption by any
nation of exclusive proprietory rights in those waters.
1 feel confident that those representations have had
due weiggcé and I hope to be enabled during the
present ion to assure you that all differences on
this question are in the course of satisfactory adjust- -
ment. . ’

Having observed the close attention which has
recently been given bﬁ the Imperial authorities and
on the continent of Kurope to the improvement in
the methods of catching, curing and packing fish, I
deemed it expedient to cause a Commission to be
sent to Scotland and Holland to examine and report
upon this subject during the fishing season. %\e
report of the delegates will be laid before you ; it will,
I am sure, give our fishermen most valuable infor-
mation and instruction as to the best means of im-
proving and developing this important industry.

My Ministers have carefully considered the difficul-
ties which surround the administration of the rights
of the Dominion in its foreshores, harbors, lakes and
rivers, and a measure will be submitted to you for
removing uncertainty as to the respective rights of the
Dominion and of the Provinces, and for preventing
confusion in the titles thereto.

The report of the Royal Commission on Labor,
which was laid before you during the last Session, has
been distributed throughout the country. I have
reason to believe that the information which it con-
tains will be found eminently useful in suggestin,
improvements in the administration of the laws whic|
affect the working classes. Measures for the amend-
ment of those laws, go far as they come within the
jurisdiction of the Parliament of Canads, will be
submitted for your consideration.

The early termination of the Acts of incorporation
of the principal banking institutions of the Dominion
necessitates a review of ourypresent system of banking
and an adjustment of the terms under which the
Charters of these corporations should be renewed.
Your attention will drawn to this important
subject.

Certain amendments to the Acts relating to the
North-West Territories, calculated to facilitate the
administration of affairs in that region, as also a Bill
further to promote the efficiency of the North-West
Mounted l?olice, will be submitted for your consider-
ation.



