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History of the Valley Railway Negotiations and the Determined Efforts of the
Minister of Public Works and Other Federal Representatives to Have
the Road Built in the Interests of the People

The Advantages to Canada of the Proposed Better Trade Relations With the United States and the
Desire of Sir John Macdonald to Bring About Such an. Agreement--- Tories Against Tories ---
Hon. C. W. Robinson Makes Fine Speech on Hollowness of Provincial Government's Policy---
The Stumpage and the Roads and the False Information Given to the Country Regarding

These Questions.

Andover, June 22—The public meeting 1 travagance, cos{tly and ignorant financing,
h the court house last evening was re-| unscrupulous use of patronage and power
markable in many respects. It was held ! with the circulation of false and mislead-
8t a time when there was no patitical ex-iing statements were all brought to the
ritement and the audience included scores front in a most convincing manner by ﬁhe
of men who have always been Conserva- | opposition leader, who for the first time
tive; it was addressed by both of the Lib- | appeared before a Victoria county aud-
eral political leaders in New Brumswick,jepce.

Hon. William Pugsley, minister of public| The member for the united constituency
works, and Hon. C. W. Robinson, leader! of Victoria-Medawaska, P. Michaud, was
of the opposition in the provincial legis-| cailed upon by Dr. Richard Earle, the
lature, and the audience also had: the! chairman, first, and he had an opportunity
pleasure at the same time of meeting and| of welcoming the leader of his party and
hearing all of the representatives of the| My Robinson. His speech was brief, but
county, both federal and provincial. effective, and its brevity was out of cour-

The speeches, too, were remarkable for tesy to the distinguished.visitors. So also
their eloguence and convincing terms. Dr.,were those of James Burgess, M. P. P.,
Pugsley’s topics, The Valley Railway and!and J. F. Tweeddale, M. P. P., the former
'Better Trade Relations With the United contenting himself with denying th‘e story
States, were interesting to everyone and that he was not willing to run again. He
he spoke with  perfect knowledge of his| gaid he was in the hands of his friends
subject. Those who listened to his story|ani would run if they wished him to. Mr.
of the valley railway negotiations could Tweeddale’s popularity was strong in
not fail to see’ how he and other federal evidence and, if anything, he is more a.t
representatives had * striven to have the home talking to his own people than he is
road constructed and at the same time elgawhere. He is always backed: by the
protect the interests of the province and facts and last evening was.no exception
particularly the interests'of the people of to the rule. There was much laughter
, Victoria county whom the local ‘govern-! when he called their attention to the '.at-
ment proposed to side-track until compell-' titude of the Tory press when Flemming
ed by Dr. Pugsley’s firm attitude and the gave up the idea of building the railway
forcible expression of putlic opinion as ex-'to Mar’s Hill instead of Grand Falls; its
pressed in a meeting ‘of the people at And- ; cry was: ‘Flemming has brought Pugsley
over to back down and cc;nse]nt f.of the fgti-l to terms.”
eral proposal to build the line from St.|
Johnpto Grand Falls and to operate it as Victoria Wi‘don_l‘ y
a part of the<Intercolonial. Hon. C. W. Robinson prefaced his: re-
" Dr. Pugsley’s word picture of the. dele-| marks by = complimentary reference to
gation hearing at Ottawa two-years ago the minister of public works and.the able
and the result “of his negotiations with' assistance he was giving -Sir Wilfrid. Laur-
Acting Premier Flemming and his- asso- ier at Ottawa: In most of the mnnnel
‘ciates recently proved how .at every turn|of the dominion, he said, the local elec-
he had tried to secure a first class trunk ' tions were conducted upon party lirtes, "and
line with ‘low gradients and heavy rails he was in favor of that course which was
and connected with the Transcontinental rapidly being adopted in' New Brunswick.
at Grand Falls-'and the city of St. John lt simply meant that the people would
at Courtenay Bay. Speaking fully and deal more honestly and frankly with -pub-
frankly, the minister toock a New Bruns- lic affairs. He reviewed briefly the can-
wick audience into his confidence on this vasses against the old government wh}ch
matter and every sentence portrayed his| he was glad to say bad not counted with
satisfaction at the result. He showed com- | the people of Victoria who had returned
mendable pride at the victory he had gain- : splendid representatives in Messrs. Tw;e_ed-
ed for the people of his province by avert-| dale and Burgess. The Hazen opposition
ing the danger that had existed ‘that the had a platform and a policy which they
valley railway might lave bécome /a branch' had failed to observe in nearly every par-
line instead of as it will be an addition  ticular since they were in- power. They
to the Intercolonial that will pass’up the!had promised to hand the roads over to
valley of the St. John, connect with the|the people through the municipal éouncils,
Transcontinental at Grand Falls and at and had failed to do so, retaining to them-
Edmundston over the Temiscouata, which selvec the appointment of the principal
will then probably be a part of the I. C.!executive officer of ‘he highway boards in
R., to River du Loup, where the main| order to retain the patronage. They used
line of the government railway proceeds|to say the old government had all the
to the west. money necessary to make good roads and

A ¢ yet their very first act was to almost
Tories Against Tories. double the highway tax percentage and to

In just as effective fashion he dealt with|increase the poll tax from $1 to $1.50.
Better Trade Relations. He quoted the/ And then they took $70,000 which had
Tories against the Tories and scored a been paid into the hands of the county
most effective hit when he complimented ' treasurers the year before by the people
Senator Baird, who was present in the for their roads and they spent that as well
audience upon placing himself on record but with all this money the country roads
in favor of reciprocity. The vigorous were in very many districts far worse than
Tweeddale by a reference in his speech to
the pursuit of the minister by his political
snemies in the costly Central Railway in-
vestigation, gave the minister an oppor-
tunity of expressing his good will toward
them,wishing that the only harm that might
befall them ‘should be that when they
passed away they would reach the good
place before the devil knew they were
dead.

WMr. Robinson’s Fine Sbeech.

Just a little of the record of the Hazen
administration was touched upon by Hon.
C. W. Robinson in the short time he had,
but that little was done well. He never
minces words and he left .no doubt last
night as to what he meant. Reckless ex-

e

ment. He wasn’'t there to boast of the
perfections of the old government. No
government was perfect, but the old gov-
ernment had been slandered and maligned
in every school house throughout the
country for months before the election and
the people had been misled and deceived.

| Debt Increased.

{ When the old government went out of
| power the net debt of the province was
$3,500,000 and this had been rolled up by
expenditures for permanent bridges, by
railway subsidies and by public buildings.
The Hazen government promised that they
would keep the expehditure within the in-
come and pay for small permanent bridges
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they had ever been under the old govern-!

out of income. They lad, however, in-
creased the public debt $1,000,000 in the
three years since they had been in powa‘-‘
They had told the people when in opposi- |
tion that the government of that day was
extravagant and yet the short record of'
the Hazen administration showed such
reckless extravagance as has never been
known in this provinee. Since their ad-
vent to power - they had been enjoying
$130,000 more subsidy every year from the
dominion, which increase was due to the
efforts of Blair, Tweedie and Hon. Mr.
Pugsley, who had persuaded Bir Wilfrid
Laurier and his Liberal government that
the provinces were entitled to better
terms. : ;

Another broken pledge was in regard to
the crown lands. They promised in opposi-
tion to conserve the crown lands and yeb
what had heen done? For the sake of
gaining a supporter in Northumberland,
Mr. Hazen had perpetrated a disgraceful
Diece of political trickery by reducing the
size of the saw log from ten to nine
inches. ‘““That is the charge I make,” said
Mr. Robinson, “and 1 say thet any gov-
ernment who would do that is not worthy
of support.” :

Everybody knows what a tremendous in-
crease in the lumber cut such a reduction
In size would make and yet the govern-
ment contended that their increase of rev-
eénue was not due to ipereased cut but to
better collection of stumpage. They had
no records—they ecould not say how much
was cut for pulp: and how. much, for deal;
how mmy‘ahinzt:ggﬁ iuyi:i: n:%“‘ There
was no data, they said, and so he (Mr.
Robinson), went to the only available place
of information, the buresu of forestry at
Ottawa, afid there he found the lu
cut in New Brunswick had increased ‘one
hundred million feet since the Hazen gov-
ernment came into power. That was the
record as against the story of better col-
lection of stumpage to account for the in-
creased revenue. Did not the stumpage
increase under the old government from
$60,000 a year to $300,000 and had they
remained in power the stumpage would
still have increased.

Finanoces.

Turning from the questions of lumber
and roads to that of finance, Mr. Robinson
repeated that the net debt of the prov-
ince had increased mearly one-third since
Mr. Hazen came into power. The last loan
of the old government was made by Hon.
Mr. Tweedie for $1,000,000 and after ask-
ing for tenders—asking for tenders, mind
you—not once but-twice, as the firat ten-
ders were not satisfactory, he sold the
bonds at 96 or 961-2 with interest at three
DPer cent payable here.

When Mr. Flemming wanted to borrow
did he call for tenders as they were al-
ways boasting they would when in opposi-
tion? No. Mr. Flemming forgot that pol-:
icy and he' handed over $2,100,000 of in-
scribed stock—a new sort for bonds—to
the Bank of Montreal for 102 at four per
cent. And he not omly paid that increased
interest but $50,000 commission as well on
the sale of those bonds. The interest is
not payable here but in London and the
actual cost of those bonds by reason of
exchange to be paid upon interest remit-
tances and other charges is about $20,000
a year, or about one per cent on the loan.
If this amount were placed into a sinking
fund and the interest compounded year
after year it would amount to about $2,-
000,000 or pearly enough to pay off the

D

. Tecent events, he spoke at length of the

of the bill, and that bonds would not be
guranteed unless that standard was ad-
hered to to the very letter.

Thus, by their statute the provincial
government said that no matter what!|
changes the minister of railways mightl
be willing to agree to, they would be so|
bound by their legislation that their hands
would be tied. There was only one ma-|
tural conclusion for him to come to when |
he saw how the bill was drawn; and that
was that they wanted the road built un-
der part 8 of the Act, which provided for
an additional issue of $10,000 per mile over!
and above the bonds that were guaranteed. |

For Patronage ?

Was this because they wanted the con-
struction of the road for patronage pur-
poses? He would be sorry indeed to' think

that this great project should be used for| §
reluctantly | §

such a purpose, but he was
forced to this conclusion. Under part 3|
there was nothing about government oper-
ation ana there was absolutely no protec-
tion to the province in case the construc-
tion company failed to operate. Well, the
Act was passed in that way and not long
since the Hon. Mir. Flemming wrote him
enclosing a draft of the contract proposed
to be made with Mr. Gould’s com-|
pany, which called for the con- :

| truction of the road from a point in the|

southern part of the parish of Andover

| to the city of St. John, provided the Do-|

| minion Government would give them suf-|
| ficient assistance to construct the heavy |

|
|

mentary reference to the attractiveness!

and prosperity of the Valley of the St. !
John. In concluding these introductory |
remarks, he said that in all his travels!
throughout the Dominion of Canada he
did not believe that there was any place
that he had visited which was more beauti-
ful, more fertile, or more capable of de-
velopment .

He proposed, he said, to briefly discuss
two questions in which they felt a very|
great interest the 8t. John Valley RaiL'
way and Reciprocity.

First, he would speak of railway ac-
commodation, to which they were so well
entitled and had been so long denied. It
Was a number of years ago when this sub-
ject first came before him as a member
of the provincial government, and at that
time he was convinced ' of the necessity
of the Valley Railway and encouraged it
a8 best he was able by the giving of sub-
sidies and afterwards, by what was then
considered a very liberal guarantee of
bonds, to the extent of $15,000 per mile.
But, in spite of those infucements, no-
thing was done. It was thought at the
time that the Canadian Northern' Rail-
way could be induced to construct and
operate the Valley Railway with such lib-
eral encouragement. But that corporation
did not see fit to do 86. Coming down to

influential delegation that went to Ottawa
accompanied by the provincial secretary,
Honorable Mr. . Flemiming, to ask
the  federal govetrnment to operate
the road as a part.of the Intercolomal
system, That delegafion, he said, includ-
ed representative mreh’ from all along the
valley of the St t, and when they
reached Ottawa, they made their repre-
sentations to the prime minister; Sir Wil-
frid Laurier, and to Mr.Graham, The mem-
bers of the delegation were introduced by
Mr. F. B. Carvell. the member for Carleton
who has always taken the very warmest
interest in the construction of the road.
The requests of that delegation were dis-
tinctly for Intercolonial Railway operation
and they said that if ‘they could obtain the
assurance of the federal government that
the Valley Railway, when built, would be
operated as a part of the Intercolonial
system, that the provincial government
would guarantee bonds to the extent of
825,000 per mile to aswist in its construc-
tion. This amount, together with the fed-
eral subsidy of $6,400 per mile, would, it
was thought, be sufficient to construct the
road. He himself gave the delegation every
encouragement and the Prime Minister,
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, told them that he
did not think the people along the valley
of the St. John had been treated fairly
in the matter of railway accommodation,
and he, too, promised them his warmest
sympathy. After the delegation returned|
home, the requests they had made were|
taken up in council and, without divulging |
any secrets of that body, he could assure |
them that it was not at all an easy project |
to earry. Such a proposal had never be-
fore been made to the federal government.

The Delegation'g Request.

Embodied in the request of the delega-
tion, was a condition that the federal gov-
ernment should pay to the provincial gov-
ernment forty per cent. of the gross re-
ceipts in order that the interest on the
guaranteed bonds might. be met,
Some of his colleagues in  the
council pointed out that the In-

bridges across the St. John and the Ken-
nebeccasis, and if this assistance was not
forthcoming, then to a station on the C.
P. R., either Westfield or Welsford, and
not to the City of St. John. In reply to
this, Dr. Pugsley said he refused to con-
sider any proposition which did not pro-
vide for building a road from Grand Falls
to St. John." And he informed Mr. Flem-
ing that he would not depart from the
policy laid down with regard to this.

The minister then referred to the pub-
lic meeting held in Andover abgut this
time to protest against the route laid
down in the Gould contract and he paid |
a high compliment to Senator Baird and
others fer the public spirited stand they |
had taken in regard to this matter. He |
further stated that his reply to the prov-|
incial secretary was not the result simp]y}
of his own opinion. He had, before the|
departure of Mr. Carvell and Col. McLean
to the old country, called the Liberal
members of parliament representing the
province of New Brunswick, in consulta-
tion upon this very matter, and they
agreed with him that no line should be
subsidized unless it was built from Grand
Falls to St. John, and was to be operat-
ed as part of the Intercolonial system.

The minister then briefly spoke of his
meeting with Hon. Mr. Flemming and
other representatives of the provincial
government and.said that after the con-
ference he had sent a telegram to the min-
ister of railways, stating that the provin-
cial government consented to agree to cer-
tain modifications in the specifications of |
the road, namely, that the railway should
be the best the physical features of the
country would admit of, that the grade be-
tween St. John and Fredericton should be
four-tenths of one per cent going east
and six-tenths going west, and ‘that at,
no part of the line between Fredericton |
and Grand Fells should the grade exceed
one per cent per mile. There were also
some other modifications with respect to
ties and width of embankments and it
was also stipulated that the rails should
be eighty pounds to the yard, instead of
seventy.

That meant a railway of a very high
standard, and he was much pleased to
find-that the prowimcial government were
willing to agree to it, because as a mat-
ter of fact, there were grades upon the
Transcontinental in New . . Brunswick
which. were somewhat inyexcess of one
per cent per mile. He was of the opinion
that as a result of the conference all seri-
ous difficulty had been removed and he
had strongly recommended to the minis-
ter of railways that the proposals as
amended should be accepted. The reply
that he had received from the Hon. Mr.
Graham was to the effect that he was|
arxious to expedite the comstruction of)|
the road, and would recommend the ac-|
ceptance of the changed conditions to his
colleagues.

“You will see by this,” continued the
speaker, “that this proposition is in pretty
good shape.”

Hoped for Construction Soon.

As for the bridges, while he was not in
a position to state what had ‘taken place|
between himself and Mr. Flemming!
and  his  colleagues in regard to|
them because the propositions would|
first have to be submitted to their|
government, yet he did not anticipate any |
difficulty in arriving at a satisfactory|
agreement. He was convinced that thej
time was near at hand when construction|
would be commenced on the St. John Val-|
ley Railway. If 1t were not done, it would |
not be the fault either of himself or of
his colleagues 1n  the  federal govern-
ment. But in the consideration |
of this matter he had all along thought
it best that the credit of the province
should be protected and when the subsidy
of §6,400 per mile was asked for, he felt
that he had a duty to perform in seeing
that it was given only to a line that
would have. trunk line connections and
would be able to earn the amount neces-
sary to provide the  interest. Judging
from the applause with which his remarks|
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twenty-five million dollars worth

ports sent from St. John last winter over

eight million or one-third of them wert

{ American products. In the days to come, |

days thav are very near, with three great
transcontinental systems. Canadians would
be able to carry through the Port of
John not eight million dollars worthsof |
American ‘produets but ten times eight|
millions. (Great applause.) |

Better Trade.

Dr. Pugsley then proceeded to take up'
the subject of reciprocity, or as he called
it, “Better Trade Relations with our
neighbors across the line.” And before
proceeding with his argument, he said he
was delighted at the banquet to Hon. John
Costigan the preceding evening, to hear
his friend, Senator Baird, state
was entirely in favor of reciprocity and
could not understand why anyone could
take a different view. Then, touching
lightly upon the history of reciprocal trade
negotiations and the part that Sir John
A. Matdonald had taken in them years
ago. Dr. Pugsley expressed his great ad-
miration for the former cheftain of the]|
Conservative party. A majority of the |
people of Canada had follow that|
great leader for many years but the peo-!
ple of today were following Sir Wilfrid |
Laurier who was the most prominent fig-
ure among Colonial premiers in the coun-
cils of the Empire and who in the days
and ages to come will be looked upon as |
the greatest premier and the wisest lead-|
er Canada has ever had. (Long applause).|
But side by side with him the name of |
Sir John A. Macdonald will be associated |
and surely the Conservatives of today|
should pay some attention to the words of |

a man to whom they owed so much. {
Sir John Macdonald's Views.

In Hansard of 1884, pages 1186-87 Sir
John A. Macdohald, referring to the sub-
ject of reciprocity, speaking to a motion
that had been introduced by Sir Louis
Davies, said:—

“I do not know any reason why the hon.
gentleman who moved this, or the second-
er, laid before the House these elaborate
statements to show the value of reciprocal
trade, or trade of any kind, with the
United States. That is admitted. That
goes without saying. We all admit that it
would be well that we had a large trade
with the United States, rather than a
small one; and 1 think Canada, as com-
pared in her action with the action of the
United States, has done everything that
she could well do in order to secure that
desirable object. In the first place, there
was the original reciprocity treaty which
was finally consummated in 1854. The |
merit of that, as far as Canada was con-
cerned, rested altogether with the admin
istration of Sir Francis Hincks, the Lib-
eral government of that day. Although
the government of

ot |

that he

i
|
|

which I was a member
in 1854 had accidentally, from the retire-
ment of Sir Francis Hincks, the duty of
carrying out the treaty to its consumma-
tion, by introducing and carrying into law
the act which ratifled that treaty, still it
was the merit of the reform party; and it
was a great merit; it did a great service
to Canada. That, as we all know, was a
treaty for reciprocal free trade in the nat-
ural productions of the two countries. We
regretted, when the Americans,
must say, a rather natural feeling of ir—{
ritation against England, gave notice for
the cancellation and the termination of
that treaty. It was no fault of Canada
that that treaty was terminated.”’ |

He commended these words to the at-/,

tention of those Conservatives who have
not studied the history of better trade
negotiations or do not know of the atti-
tude of their former great leaders upon
the subject. To such men as Mr. Crocket
who represents, or misrepresents, the
county ot York, he imend- |
ed the words of Sir John Macdonald quot-|
ed above. In further remaris on thej
resolution Sir John had that hu‘
would go further and i
products include gOome
articles  as well and still later |
in' other negotiations offered all
was given in the treaty of 1854 and was

particulayls

said
besides
manufactured

| that
| bushels of wheat raised

from, I},

natural | ¢

that |

had been received, he was sure that he willing to make such other concessions for

loan. “These are facts which deny con-
tradiction, which cannot be denied; they|
are borne out by the blue books and show |
how one act of the famous financial policy |
of the Hazen government cost New Brunl-‘\
wick two million dollars. Mr. Flemming’s
knowledge of finance is well illustrated by |
this transaction which was engineered by !
Mr. Taylor, of the Bank of Montreal in
London, who is the teal provincial secre-
tary of the province.”

And yet in the face of such extrava-
gance as this Mr. Hazen when in opposi-
tion was a violent critic of payments for
tiowers and coaches maae on the occasion
of a visit from royalty. Perhaps they
would prefer to pick dandelions and use
mouth organs and wheelbarrows on such
an occasion. (Laughter).

The picture the speaker drew of Messrs. |
Hazen and Flemming and colleagues par-
ading under their économical principles
brought the house down.

They had attacked his policy and yet
last year they had received $10,000 in
stumpage from the blwe bell tract for

tercolonial Railway had not been a pay-
ing proposition to. the people of Canada,| tion of the people of Andover,
and the request that foruy per cent. of the|

gross earnings of this new addition to the| fits that would acerue from the construc- vatives was unchanged when Mr.

system should be set aside to pay the in-|tion of the line from St. John to Grand |

terest on the bonds met with much ob-| Falls with running rights over the Trans-|an

Jection, He was, however, happy to say|continental to the Temiscouta and thence
that the government was finally persuadedl to River Du Loup; and asked them t
to agree to do as requested and the Presi-| realize that in days not far distant the
dent of the St. John Valley Railway Com-r splendidly equipped trains of the Intercol
pany was informed of its decision. At the| onial Railway would pass through the vil
same time, when writing the I’regidgnt,|i€l€€ of Andover on their way to Grand
he spoke of the necessity of making the| Falls and River Du Loup, connecting there
line first-class i every respect and suit-| With the main line to the west. The road
able for the traffic that would naturally | would not only be remarkable for its great
come to it from its connection with such| scenic features but would also be a trans-

had performed that duty to the satisfac-{the sake

| ed
He drew a splendid picture of the bene-|t

of a reciprocity treaty as chang-
warrant. To show
many of the Conser-

"jeld-

conditions 1

that the attitude

t down
house there were
members who applauded him

them to the
Lory

t0| again and again as he read one item after

wnother. They realized then what a great
hing had been accomplished for Canada:

that time it was found that the
country were against
gentlemen in Eng-|

ers of the
and

against

certain
1 were
believe, Dbut

1t nterfered  with

the terms of the treaty

a road as the Trancontinental. In laying|
down this standard he was acting entirely |
in the interests of the people, and of the|
province to whom it was all Jmportaut“
that the road should be built so as to carry |
heayy traffic ‘and thus increase its earn-
ings and make it better able to pay tihe
interest demanded by the bonds,

Soon after the receipt of his letter the!
President of the company came to Ottawa'
and told him that the provincial govern-|

portation route of the first importance
Proud of Courtenay Bay.

He wanted also to assure them that
wished the Valley Railway to
Courtenay Bay at St. John. (Great
plause). Not long ago he had heard
mark in Ottawa to the effect that a cer
gentleman was as proud of his succe
large undertaking a8 Pugsley
Courtenay Bay. (Laughter). He was prou

which he had paid about $38,000. He ar-| ment was of the opinion that he had made' of Courtenay Bay because to a very

ranged the terms for settlement and was
informed shortly after his purchase that |
he could sell the land for $250,000, but it!
was not for the lumbermen but for the'
settler. However, the only credit he got
for it was the slanderous statement of the
solicitor-general that the settlers had no
title because there was a mortgage against
the property. He omitted to state that by
an act of the legislature that mortgage did
not apply to this land after purchase but
McLeod’s statement was simply part and
parcel of the hundreds of wild statements
that had deceived the electors in 1908 ‘and '
for which the solicitor-general is 8o famous.

Mr. Robinson apologized for the short!
time at his disposal as he could speak
much longer and more fully upon the
empty record of the present local adminis-|
tration. (Continued applause).

Hon. William Pugsley.
The audience gave the Hon. Mr. Pugs-
ley a splendid reception when he was call-

ed upon by the chairman. The minister
prefaced his address by a very complly

the standard too high. In reply, he stated |
to him that he would be glad to confer|
with the provincial government upon this!
matter but at the same time, he informed
him that he knew of a contractor who
would be willing to build the road up to
that standard for the subsidy and the
guaranteed bonds. The whole matter had
been in fact considered very carefully by
hig colleagues and himself and he was free !
to confess to them that while he and|
others thought that there would be a loss!
probably $200,000 a year for ten years, at!
the same time the provincial government!
was absolutely sure of receiving its forty |
per cent. of the gross receipts. At that
time he had pointed out that it was one!
of the vital conditions of the contract:
that the road should be built from Grand!
Falls to 8t. Jobn and not merely from a
point in the parish of Andover. He then
spoke of his astonishment when he saw
the bill introduced by the provincial gov-
ernment and found that the standard or
road as set forth in his letter of accept-]
ance was made a part of the second part

extent, he regarded it as his discovery
fhey had ail thought tha
the few feet of clay there
rock. But borings had been made at
suggestion as minister of public rks and
it had been found that it would be possi
to dredge to thirty-two feet at low wat
without encountering the obstacle of rock.
That was his discovery and he regarded it
as of greater value than in the
of a diamond mine. (Applause) ot
The minister proceeded to describe what
development was intended in Courtenay
Bay and then rapidly portrayed t great
improvements that were being de 1n
transportation facilities in other | rta‘o_f
Canada in order to encourage and facili-|
tate the carriage of the tremendc !
tities of the products of the west to the
markets of l.urope He touened -brietly |
upon the argument that was being made
by the opposition that if reciprocity car-
ried the trade of the country would be
north and south instead of east and west,
and he showed the utter fallacy of that
argument by pointing out that of the
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minister, say that the arrangement for bpp} £1

ter trdde relations is a fair one, inasmuch
15 1t stipulates for the freest intercourse
consistent  with conditions as they are. |
[hey did not feel free to interfere with
the interests of the manufacturers and
when a committee from the manufactur-
ers’ association waited upon the goverr

ment and asked that ther interests should
be considered in the negotiations Sir Wil

* frid Laurier told them that their request

would be complied with. “In continuing
the negotiations the Liberal representatives
kept faith with the manufacturers, but
what have they done in their turn? They
are encouraging anti-reciprocity leagues.
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They are encouraging the insertion of ad.| el

vertisements in the newspapers in opposi
tion to Reciprocity.
they say but they fear that if the farmers
of the country are given a taste of free

s quan-! trade that they will want a good deal more

of it.” (Applause),
He had the best of reasons for believing

It doesn’t hurt them pres

that the manufacturers were raising a large |

fpnd for the purpose of defeating  Recipro
city in the country. But he was convine- 4
ed that the farmers’ day has come at
last and that the farmer's voice will be
heard throughout the land with irresisti-}
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