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The Gospel a Rule of Life.
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There is but one Scriptural answer to these ques-—
tions; and accepting that answer, a reform is im-
perative in a good deal of our religious thinking, a
good._deal of our church life—and perhaps, in some
Brethren, let us make the gos
pel a rule of life. Let us square our conduct by its
principles—its precepts !
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Like Father, Like Son.
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And
thousands of worthy trddesmen are today at their
wits' end to carry on their business bechuse of the
unpaid accounts lumbering their books, charged
against men standing high in church and soclety
in whose integrity they believed they could safely
trust. Many a hard working dress-maker has suf-
fered untold hardship because of the guilty careless-
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There i8 no reason to fear that these light and
airy-m)linns respecting the payment of debts will
exert, unless they are speedily replaced by more
scrupulous sentiments, a very bad influence upon
the morals of the next generation. The father who
neglects to pay his debts need not be surprised if
his son develop even lo ser views of the law of mrne
and thine. It will be a sad thing, indeed, if the
children of this generation grow up with the feel-
ing that prompt payment of debt, and hard work:
and rigid self denial to accomplish payment, are
matters of no serious concern. But parents must
set the example themselves of thorough honesty in
all their dealings, if they wish their sons to become
men of sterling integrity and a keen sense of honor.
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Editorial Notes.

—F B. Meyer says there-is no sense in always tele-
graphing to heaven for God to send a cargo of blessings,
unless we are at the wharf to unload the vessel when it
comes.

—One cf the « flicers under the command of the Iron
Duke upon being charged with a difficult duty at great
hazard, linvered for 8 moment, as if in doubt, and then
said, ** Give me one clasp of your a'l-conqguering hand,
before I go, and then, I can do it.” ' Let ev+ry Christian
seek the clasp of Christ's hand before every bit of work,
every hard task, every battle, every good deed. Bow
your hearts to him at the mornivg hour, ere you go
forth to meet the day’s duties and perils. and wait for his
hand of b'essing to be on your hesds a® you wait before
him. Thus you may be assured that ** As thy day is thy
strength shall be.”’

—Dr. Day the chancellor of the University of Syracuse
in an address to the Methodist ministers of New xork,
among other informing things, in speaking of various
sources of trouble in churches said ‘a heresy mirister is
a stumbling-block, a kid ministry is the bane of the
church, and about the worst thing in the world isa
‘gissy’ minister. The Dr.’s remarks were torceful and
pungent, if not convincing. Not the least good thing
that can be said of them, is that they were relrelhln‘
and stimulating. .

P

—It is & truism that the more men and the more money .
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we do for the heathen, the more God will prosper our
work at home. Since the day of Carey, the founder of
the great foreign mission enterprise, who began his work
in India just a little more than a century ago, there have
been more converts to Christianity than there had heen
for a thousand years before. Onr churches must never wait
until all their cnrrent expenses are met, church debts
provided for, and before theycan even think about the
conversion of the heathen, not to say anything about do-
ing something to give them the gospek What blind-
ness, nay what strangei perversity ! How can they act
80 wickedly !

-1t is said that the Home Migsion Board of the South-
ern Baptist Convention last year employed 674 mission-
arles, who reported 8 150 additions by experience and
baptism, and ¢ os1 by leiter, a total of 17.201. They
orgarized, or sssisted in the o gap'zation of, 231 churches
and built and repaired, or help+d to do so, 398 honses of
worship, and organized 674 Sunday schools They also
distributed 27,449 Bibles and Testaments ard 2 084 355
tractsa and pages. The total smount received by the
Board wss $1.0 450 29.  This speaks well for our South-
ern Baptist hrethren. They «re doiog a good work for
God and thelr fellows. It ia not generally knows that in
the Southern S'ates of America are to be found ‘hree-
filths of the Baptiste of the world, snd over a wmillion
and a half sre white
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erjoyment upon our rot grieving the Holy
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Onir only safety is In Christ's work for ne on the cross.
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—Said the great Apostle, ‘For me to live is Christ.
Suprose this great truth were domina 't in the hearts of
the membership of our churches, what might we expect ?
The possibilities are simply enormons, though one such
‘church had only 120 members. and the members were
poor as to this world's goods, yet like that’little band of
the same number in apostolic days, they would simply
be invinecible before every foé, and the l'nes of thelr in-
fluence and power would not be converging, but ex
panding lines, going out in all directions, conqrering
and to conguer the lost for Jesus, ‘such a church would
ba a citv, set on a hill that cannot be hid.'

—The mission of a church—What is it? To point
the unsaved to the Lamb of God who taketh away the
sin of the world, and to bulld up the saved in the word
and work of Christ. It is one great work with two sides
to it,—ewvangelization and edification. these consitute
the mission of a church, of Jesus Christ. This is her
first, her second, her third, her last, her only mission.
For this the churches were bronght into being hy their
Divine Founder, and for this He leaves them for a sesson
here on the earth. All things are to be resd in the
light of this one sublime mission Al thinking, plan.
ning, toiling, hoping, praying, living, is to this one
end A great m'ssion surely—Would that all our mem-
bers were fully alive to its meaning !

—In the exposition of the Runday School lesson for
March 1st. as found in The Standard, the expositor says:
*'The incident has its modern parallels, but rot of the
sort alleged by a certain class of persons who forget or
almost deny that the Holy Spirit is present in regenera-
tion, These person+ hold that there are a mnititnde
of Christiane, regenerated, indeed, but without the gift
of the Spirit; that by prayer and a uniqueact of surrend-
er and faith they ought to seek an irflowing of divine
power which shall he sbsolutely new and unigque —the
coming of the Spirit. There is indeed a real ‘second
blessing’ which all the disciples need, butit ia not
vnique, and in our weak human nature needs to be sup.
plemented again and again by a third blessing and a
fourth and many more. The fact that thls eccentric
and ill-balanced doctrine is preached onght not to deter
Christian teachers from insisting on the reality of that
part of spiritual experience which sometimes hegins at
conversion, but often not until after *ard-—the conscious
realization of the indwelling Spirit as the controlling
power in the li'e.”’ We hope the story of this 5. 8.
lesson will help many to a clesrer virion of the work by
] e 1 4 i




