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/AHE WASTING POWER.

¥ The ignorance of economic matters

" frequently displayed by the editorsgof
great newspapers would hardly be
pardonable in a grocery boy. Accord-
ing to the returns of the British Boa-d
of Trade, the imports of England ex-
ceed her exports to the amount of
nearly 1,000 million dollars, In com-
menting on this statement the New
York Sun flippantly observes : “ The
most impressive inference enforced by
the Board of Trade comparative figures
(namely, of export and import invoice
values) is the worthlessness of all such
showings. The usual returns of every
civilized nation show an excess of im-
ports over exports. Since they are
dealing with one another, this result is
visible moonshine.”

In the first place it is not true that
the imporis of every civilized nation
exceed her exports, for the very con-
trary is true of the United States, Rus-
sia, Austria, Hungary, Brazil and some
other countries,

In the second place, our *¢ esteemed
contemporary ” does not seem to be
aware of the fact that the interest and

- dividends on the foreign investment of
British capitalists, added to the earn-
ings of British vessels, insurance com-
panies, commission merchants and
bankers in the international trade, sur-
pass greatly the excess of British.im-
ports over ¢xports ; so that, after tak-
ing from'the world in merchandise—
that is in products of labor—1,000 mil-
lion dollars more than sie returns to
it, England (namely, her. capitalist
class) has still a financial balance in
her favor', with which she is still for-
thermore increasing her foreign invest-
ments.

In the same manner, for instance,
the British lords who own the “soil of
Ireland and live in England get their
rents in money through English bank-
ers ; but the potatoes and flax and
other products of Irish agriculture
have fi1st to be shipped 10 Eugland to
be converted there into money for the

Y

British lords, lre and receiving noth-
ing iu retury,

Likewise, an American plutocrat—
say an Astor—who resides in England
and spends there one-tenth of the in-
come of six million dollars derived
from his real estate in New York city,
gets this tenth in money through
the agency of banks ; but the amount
thus paid out in London to Mr. Astor
must be covered by shipments of
wheat or cotton, or other American pro-
duets to England, America receiving
notking in return from Mr. Astor or
from England. And while Mr. Astor
has actually consumed, under various
forms and in v2rious ways, $600,000
worth of American wheat, or cotton, or
tobacco, he has still $5,400,000 of his
income left over and untouched in
America, which he can reinvest by pur-
chasing more real estate in New York
city.

What is true of icternational ac-
counts and financial balances under
capitaii:m 18 equally true of domestic
accounts. An American bondholder,
ste ckholder, or real estate owner who
lives upon his income imports goods
into his house and exports nothing
from it. People work for him, pro-
duce for him ; but he works for no-
body and produces nothing, even for
himself. Yet, at the end of the year,
if he has * saved money,” if he has
been “ abstinent ”—that is, if he has
not wasted as much of other people’s
time, labor and products as his power
of wasting gives him the right to do—
he has a surplus leit, which he may so

invest as to increase L i8 wasting power.
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OUR CORRUPT PLUTOCRACY.

The succession of scandals in Amer-
ican * high life ” which have attracted
so much attention lately indicates that
the profusicn of wealth and luvury
among our idle and privileged classes
is rapidly-sapping the foundations of
shoralisy. It is not long since Ameri.

can “society,” in the restricted sense
of the word, boasted its purity and
comparative freedom from the corrup-
tion and foulness of the aristocratic life
of Europe. But that was before the
days of millionaires, when large for-
tunes were few. Of late years the de-
light of the large growing class who
have more money than they know
what to do with and make a business
of pleasure has been to ape European
manners and dissipations. There is
probably mno eivilized country where
4he higher classes are more vicious and
depraved than our fashionable and
wealthy circles have become. It isin-
variably the case that idleness, irre-
sponsibility and luxury beget vice and
resuit in moral as well as physical de-
terioration. Our so-called “ first fami-
lies ” who have lived for generations
on the plunder of the worker are living
examples of this truth. American
¢ high life” is rapidly becoming a by-

word, and the fortunes that have been |-

piled up by the extartion and penu-
rious living of unscrupulous and mis-
erly ancestors have fallen into the
hands of libertines, spendthrifts and
imbeciles, who are driving to destruc-
tion as rapidly as possible. There is
nearly always a Nemesis that attends
ill-gotten wealth, but the fact tha‘ a
corruptand morally degenerate wealthy
class in the end saps its vitality and
perishes of its own rottenness does not,
as some moralists seem to think, atone
to those who have been plundered and
despoiled to build up plutocracy. The
migery of it is that the process by
which such unfortunates are evolved is
going on continuously, and that,
though our present dissipated and li-
centious plutocratic ; families will
doubtless becume extinct in a few
generations, others will take their
places. It cannot be otherwise so long
as capitalism continues.—K. of L.
Journal.

THE TRADES COUNCIL.

A Lively Meeting—End of the Deloge
Affair—The Water Tax, Etc.

The regular semi-monthly meeting of the
Trades and Labor Council was held in the
Ville Marie Hall Thursday evening last, the
President, L. Z, Boadreau, in the chair,

Credentials were read and accepted from
Ville Marie Assembly, 3484, K. of L., Messrs
L. Guyon and P. C. Chatel ; and from the
Carriage Makers’ Union, Mr. V. Bachant.

The minutes of preceding meeting were
read and approved.

After routine Delegate John Brennan was
elected a member of the Legislative Com-
mittee.

The President then left the chair, it being
taken by Delegate Corbeil.

Under the heading ¢ Reports of Special
Committees” the committee on the Deloge
affair reported the following :—*¢ Your com-
mittee appointed to investigate the charges
against Delegate O. Deloge, would report that
after careful consideration, they find him
guilty of conduct unbecoming a member of a
labor organization, and would recommend
that he be expelled from this Council.”

It was moved by Delegate Keys, seconded
by Delegate Garrigan, that the recommenda-
tion of the committee be received and acted
upon. Carried.

It was then moved by Delegate Gatrigan,
seconded by Delegate Z. Brien, that the re-
port of the committee be adopted andiDele-
gate Deloge be expelled from the Council.

This provoked a long wrangle, th: same
ground being gone over again and agﬁin by
the different delegates, the motion being
finally adopted by 15 for to 11 againet,

It was then moved by Delegate Darlington,
seconded by Delegate Keys, that this Coun-
oil heartily endorses the action of Mr. Geo.
W. Stephens, M.P.P., in introaucing a bill
in the Local Legislature to abolish the seizure
of workingmen’s or wage-earners’ wages, and
we hope the same will become law ; also, that
we heartily endorse the action of Mr. A, W,
Morris, M.P.P., in introducing an act in the
Local Legislature; the object of which is to
have inspectors of gear and tackle on the
wharves at Montreal, knowing as we do ‘that
it will be the means of saving many valuable
lives annually, we hopo there will be no
trouble in getting it passed as soon as pos-
sible, Carried unanimonsly.

It was decided, on motion, to hold a spe-
cial meeting shortly to consider the amend-
ments to the constitution ; said meeting to be
called at the discretion of the chairman of
the committee and the president of the
Council,

It was moved by Delegate Darlington, 55

conded by Delegate Keys that we request the
City Council to retain clause 2 of the altera-
tions suggested, whereby vacant lands be
taxed 74 per cent of its valus for water.
This was carried by 9 to 8.

The Corresponding Secretary was instructed
to write to the Quebec Government asking
them to continve the night schools next win.
ter, Also to write to the chairman of the
employment bureau committee requesting
him to give a complete report at next meeting.

A comminication from the Vancouver,B.C.,
Trades and Labor Council, warning the
workingmen of this Province against the mis-
representations of advertising agents and land
speculators as to the state of the labor market
in the far west, and further stating that ove’
45 per cent of the men both in Vancouver and
Victoria were out of employment, was then
read, and on motion, it was decided to have
an item put in the different papers of the city
warning workingmen to that effect.

It was also decided to make the report of
the St. Mary’s division election committee the
first order of the day for the next meeting.

Severdl] bills were then srdered paid and
the mecting adjourned.
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BRODIE'S
Self-Raising Flour.
THE ONLY GENUINE ARTICLE.

USE NO OTHER FOR ALL KINDS OF
CAKES, PASTRY AND BISCUIT.

Ask for it and see that you get it.

WHEN YOU WANT A FINE
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BUGGY

of any kind, Pony Cart, Village
Cart, Phaetons, Mikados, &c.
Go down to

Latimer, oo

Where you can buy anything to run on wheels
cheaper than any other place in the Dominio n

IMPERIAL

INSURANCE CO'Y (Limited.)
FIRE.

(ESTABLISHED 1808.)

Subseribed Capital . $6,000,000
Total Invested Funds . . $8,000,000

Agencies for Insurance against Fire. losses in all
the principal towns of the Dominion.

Canadian Branch Office :
COMPANY’S BUILDING,

107 ST. JAMES STREET, MONTREAL.

E. D. LACY,
Resident Manager forCanada;

1000 Lbs. TEA

To be Given Away.

To every purchaser of $2.00 and
over we will give one pound of excel-
lent Tea, worth 50c. per pound.

NEW GOODS,
BEST QUALITY

AND LOWEST PRICES

in ‘the city, at the old RELIABLE
' Shoe Store,

J. CHURCH,
30 Chaboiliez Square.

GET YOUR :rivzp ar

HEASLEY'S,

2087 ST. CATHERINE STREET,

Two doors west of Bleury st. {.

Weekly or Monthly Payments Taken,

THE EMPIRE CLOTHIERS.
 SPECIAL NOTICE.
Great Clearance Sale Previous fo Removal

. ON 1st MAY TO *
2401 - st. catnenine sTreer ~ 2401
: Fourth Door West of Peel Street.
525,000, >~
; ’ Men's, Boys' and Children’s
SUITS AND OVERCOATS
RO BH CIUEA RN OUD A OO

GEOQ. S. ROONEY & C0., Proprietors.
INSURE o naeras

Business and Factories, against Fire, with the old,

| Reliable and Wealthy

CASH CAPITAT o il vl iy $ 2,000,000 00
PREMIUM INCREABE 1891,.......... o000 3,007,591 32
O8RS PAID T0 DATR.. ............0 0. 29,027,788 02

Head Office for Canada : 114 S1. James Street, Monireal.

GERALD E. HART, General Manager.
CYRILLE LAURIN,

G.. M. DU
G, MAITLAND SMITH, zMontreal Ag:ant,g. I Sub-Agents - z e ?éé’gg- GABIAS

AGENCIES THROUCHOUT THE DOMINION.

The Montreal Brewing Company’s
CELEBRATED

Ales and Porters

Registered Trade Mark—¢RED BULL’S-EYE.”
INDIA PALE ALE, Cabsuled. SAND PORTER
X X X PALE ALE STOUT PORTER

If yonr Grocer does not keep our Ales, order direct from the Brewery—Tel
1168. The MONTREAL BREWING CO., Brewers and Malsters, cor, Nog'e D:nfg l:;:;:i
Jacques Cartier streets. 4
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FURNITURE

———=-_ EVERY HOME AND

TO SUIT

~==_ EVERY PURSE!

HAVE YOU ONE

'F OUR

$3.00 PLATFORM ROCKERS ?

IF NOT, PLACE YOUR ORDER AT ONCE.

H. A.WILDER & CO

232 to 238 McGill Street.
2" OPEN EVENINCS.

Thos. McRae, BEDDING.
MERCHAN1 TAILOR.
IT IS CHEAPER = betier to

Highland Costumes, gec your Bed.

; P ding at a first-class House selling nothing b
Ladies’ Mantles | Bedsteads and bedding, :he lgatt‘::
A SPECIALTY. exclusively their own make,

Old Bed Feathers and MatmsueA purified
and made over equal to new.at shortest notice

Patented for Purity.

Our Carments are Artistically Cut
in the Latest Stvies:

PERFECT FIT GUARANTEED.

9949 Notre Dame Sireet

J. E. Townshend,

No. 1 Little St. Antoine St.g ONLY i

Corner 8t, James Street.

MONTREAL,
: al ‘Bell Telephone 1906,




