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DEUTSCHMAN,
Of. Revelstoke, Discoverer of the:Caves.

DEUTSCHMAN GAVE

MARVELLOU
CAVERNS OF “THE --
SELKIRKS

i

Story. of - the Recent Discoveries  near
Glacier, B.C,, with Illustrations taken
Specially For This Article.

By :BRUCE BENéNET;
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T THE head of a beautiful
valley in the mountaing of
BEritish - Columbia, whien
have made the Canadian
transcontinental railway tne
best - scenic route in the

svorld, have been {found extensive

subterranean caverns, which, until
arother name 1s suggested, will be known
after the . discoverer, and called

>] |

in the same valley which was recdém-
wended to the railway company as the
place for a mountain chalef, by Mr. A.
O. Wheeler, the engineer who made the
topographical survey of the Selkirks, be-
cause of the very attractive beauty of
the scene. With a sontherly aspect,
some of the famous giant peaks of the
whele ranges and the great glacier grand--
Iy rvise #mmediately opposite.
soft green of the valley, dotted with

FIRST: EXPLORING YARTY WITH- CORRESPO\TDENT SWISS GUIDE;
IN REAR, DISCOVERER IN CENTRE TA}(EN AT THE CAMP,

Deutqchman’s (;‘ave ” - The pattlculat
técation is<abéut. six  miles - from the
world-famed Alsucan glucm Yon .the *C.
P. R., in between two of the rocky ridges
<f the nmesm.\.Selhrk range, ‘and: lying

«* tho foot of one of the myriad sifow-"

<#pped peaks which give such an air of
grandeur to the mountain scenery. The
cave is, by a most fortunate coincidence,

(N0. 8)—~LOOKING DOWN COUGAR CREEK: FROM GOPHER: BRIDGE.

thoucands of rare mountain ﬁowars,
stretching, downward. - to . the .railway
itrick, which /is in view, form ‘a .pietnre,

with Lhe verdure of the grass, the darker

hués of the forest, the blie of the ice,
andthe 'dazzling white' of the snmmit
snow, unequalled to the artistic eye.
Tho finding of the cave, like many
snotlier discovery was made by one of

and the :
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those nomads: of tlie mountajns, ‘hunters
and prospecters; and took, place Tastifall’
¥, Charles Dentschaman, -6f Revelstoke,

‘while hunting bears ran across” otte’ of

the entrances, which  'he explored for
some considerable distance. Subsequent-
ly, he located other entrances, leading to
different parts, all of which are connect-
ed far underground. The world hardly
realizes what it owes te the men who,
with a pack on their back. a gun and a
prospector’s hammer, climb into almost
inaccessible regions, and return after
many months’ time with a knowledge of
discoveries which have aroused the in-
terest of the world, its curiosity and
wonder. Such men fcund the Klondike’s
hidden gold; located the treasures, iu
fact. of the mountains which form the
backbone cf the whole American contin-
ent; led the way for ecivilization into the
vast territory of the West, between the
Mississippi river and the Great Lakes
and the Pacific ocean; they are in faef
the advance guards of the mations, the
discoverers of the world.” Selitudes have
charms for them, and their hardy physi-
ques are led by the increasing fascina-
tion, across waters, over plains, through
mounntains-—performing a very necessary
work, the benefit of which is never fully
sppreciated by those who follow after.
Charles Deutschman is one stich man.
The mountains leld few secrets from
bim. even to the great Mackenszie river
basin.  His first exploration of the
cavern, single-handed as he wag, is one
of the testimonials to hxs hardihood and
courage.

The discovery of the cave took place
last fall, and as the winter precluded
the possibility of exploring its recesses,
it was not until a few weeks ago that
‘he first party ascended the slope with
Mr. Deutschman as guide. Among those
who went up were Mr. Howard Douglas,
<uperintendent of National Parks, Banff
~ho acted in the interests of the "Domin-
‘en government, and was' assisted by Mr.
W, 8. Ayres, consulling engineer,
has forwarded a report of the trip to
On wa, in accordance with instructions;

P, Forde,

Ravplstoke of the Canadian Pacific rail-
my, who attended- in his official capa-

cny; A. Johnson, of .
Hoerald; ‘R. K. -Benson, fpnotographer of
Erucman’s studio, ~Revelstoke;' A. Mec-

:Rae, postmaster; C. R. MacDonald, of

the Canada Drug & Book Company; C.
M. Field, of Messrs, Sibbaid & Field;
W, Smythe, J. Hume, George Lembke,
city electrician; R. H. Rogers and James
Lappan, all of Revelstoke, and R. B.
Bepnetr, of the Newk-Advertiser, Van-
couver. Mr, Ford reported to the com-
pany immediately’ upon his return, re-
coammending that: an  appropriation of
$1.200 be made for, the consiruction of a
trail, and $200 or $300 to build ladders,
ete., to facilitate exploration and sight-
sceing.  Mpr. Arres, who has travelled
America and Europe, pronouneed the
cavern as something far surpassing any-
hing he ever saw, and thinks that com-
nlete investigation will reveal a cave of
g.eat magnitude and altractive interest.

The climb to the 1.900 foot elevation
was through acres of flowers, principal
of which was the dog-tooth wiolet, the

who |

resident . engineer at |

PARK SUPT: DOUGLAS,
Taken 4t the Camp.

3 dnmbgrs with Targe. entranges,

he Rev’elstolxe '

fragranee filling the wvalley. Rivulets
ceme dashing down from the snow and
ice, which still - clung (o the mountain
tops, afferding - satisfying draughts to
the thirsty travellers. At the head of
the valley, thers was scme snow, as it
was only the latier end of May, but this
will have disappeared under the warmth
of the summer Early | rizers the
next ;roming beleld a seenc which may
cnly be obtaiued in the higher altitudes,
wlere the at:hosp" ere is brilliantly clear.
"T'he snows of the peaks svemed as silver
inTthe radiance of ke beams of dawn, &
splendid array of towering crags streteh-
ing in ail directions. DBeyond Glacier
was Sir  Dongid;the king cof
peaks, with its 10,600 feet of height;
Mourt Abbott, famiiiar to those who
Lave stopped off and climbed its
the glacier; and nearer, and directly op-
prosite, Mount Bonney, while close at
hand was Ross Peak—all forming a sky-
scape of great range, brown and grey
and white, and below the green of the
gectly deelining valley. Admiratioh was
spontancous. : §

'The whole party explored the first
entrance, progress being facilitated by
short ladders which had been construeted
by the guide and placed in position. A
small stream runs through the cavern, a
small branch of the river which dashes
down the slope and .which. before its
eowse was turnéd, flowed, “through the
limegtone & iuimnuon And . “hollowed
out-the. vasi chanibers i1 the dnterior of
the.mountain.  “Efitrabee was gasy, the
opeming being ifito  a Jarge auditorium
with archad roef. /The cave'igin series of
the ceil-

sun.

house,

siopes;

YAL EEY OF ILLECILLEWART RIVER, JUST WEST OF THE FAMOUS SELKIRK LOOPS. CROSS SHOWS
WHERE THE VALLEY OF -THE CAVES TERMINATES AT THE RAILWAY, AND THE OTHER 0\1
THE MOUNTAIN SHOWS THE LOCATION OF IHE \E\V WO\'D}LR

mg belng pne pohshed strata of - Took .
varying in beight froit: 407to 80 feot. The
waks Are smooth as marble, ‘the harder
portions of the’ fui'matlon showing like
tvg rounded rafters of\a cathedral deme.
Recesses are abundant, where the eddy-
g water found a softer yielding rock,

HOWARD DOUGLAS,

Superintendent Rocky Mountain
of Canada,

Park

and a nataral bridge a short distance in
marks the point where other streams in
ages past, had wern two other passages
| through the mountain. Vas{ bowls of
water aro all that are left at the foot of
the placey where waterfalls tumbled and
gonged out the rock. None are deep,
Lowever, and flint like ledges afforded an
easy method of progress. | After proceed-
g between *wo apd three hundred feet
and descending alout 100 feet 'or more,
lerge dcicles were “éncountered. 'Fhesé

from the grafiite walls.” and
i thérs a

fursedd thretixlt ercyices in

roffeeted 1':1»2t thgxdflrkv&ﬁ { s
rdﬂ-is

located ot the end of a canyon,

WATELR IS FO

were f'nt. melting, and. prettily reﬂeotvd
che fight of the lauterns.  About 400 feet [
o is 4’ gigamtic  chiimber. an.inmmense |
iollow rizht in the heart of the hill. This
=~ ahout 100 feet in height,. with a vary-
ing- width of from 130 to 200 feet, wich
nnndsouse columns standing out in relief
here and
Fime ‘has
the celling.
The walls sparkle with the quarz cps-
tals, ard myrinds of mind pturg lights are.

stalactite, " where thh

The sopand - rentrantes

throx};u

which thee ¥iver al preselt runs. - he

ICE'"WHERE-THE RIVER LEAVER THE

; . P L} /
GLACIER; TURBULENT

AMING UNDERNATI

eyen, however, in: size, but extended
¢olidly through the bleck. - With the
bright sun, or the light of the lanterns
shining through them, the effect was
dfri%ingly handsome, the colors of the
rainbow being prismed a thousand times.
. Ancther outlet or inlet of the caverm:
digcioped one of vhe gréatest wonders of
L7 After proceeding a couple of hun-
t. and descending half that dis-
tancgliin deep well was encountered: By
ar 'u: a, hm.'e stone down, thie.depth
,, nod to be'n
'!g the deﬁthé"{f"ﬁi&’%
3 thp nv#r which rushed through
g vcmyon otitside, could  L€° heard

1

DEUTSCHMAN,

water rumbles away below, and the drop
1s sheer dowy: 130 feet.  The cold winds
from the mountain. top. .prevented the
winter's ice frem being suﬁiéiently melt-
ed tn allow the party to make ifs way
in, but the eng‘neers - discovered what
might appropriate’y be t rated ice erys-
tals, a very unusunl and execeedingly
protty frost formation, These were in
solié blocks g litrie over an inch thick,
ana adherad to the side of the cave. The
surface looked l!ike a mininture giant’s
cauveway, ths cubular sections being un~

W. S. AYRES, ;
Consniting “and ~ Mechanieal * Enginecr,

FORDE, AYRES AND DOUGLAS.

tinebling, All throngh the caves the
n urmurs of waters give an indescribable

charm to tha wierd solitudes,

“The whole monntain is honeycomb-
ot ”-wax the opinion expressed by Mr.
Ayres, the Dominion government en-
mneer, aftgr the examination had beem
concnded.  *“The perennial snows and
glaciers of the farther heights have far-
t.shed abundant water through number-
'egy years, aud the limestone has been
washed and gonged into all these fantas-
tic and intsresting shapes. The cave, or
civex, are of inunense magnitude, and
serpass auything of the kind I have ever
seen. It is difficult to say just where
they end, and Funtler exploration should
Miscove~ even zreater chambers and more
colossal ‘caverns than what we have
seen.”

Natural bridgrs extend over the ean~
1on at a heicht of 100 feet or more, and
wers evident!ly formed by the wafer in
the first stages of its great undertaking
in earving the limetcone. Ag ene comes
up _the railway from Roevelstoke., a
penster blug® of  lintestone  juts  ou?,
st nding, as it were. as one of the ghards
to the entranca cf the valley. This ex-
tends back to the base of the granite
peakr, exerp? whers it has bheen broken
by thoe power of ths rolling rock-slides
cr erushing spow avalanches. Over this
mass of goft rock the river once ran, and
gradually wera a channel which is now
dceply subterannean. If winds and drops
in the heart of thé mountain, forming the
greas caverns, and leaving majestic col-
umns, perfect arches, raffered domes,
cranita  bridges, little = ledges—all. im

sLapes grotesque, fantastic ard artistie.
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Who Réported for the Government.

(Cont.nued on page 4.) > ¢




