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The Boer
of To-Day

e Has Greatly Changed Since

the Fight at Majuba
Hill.

Eis Shooting is Said to Bave Ma-
serially Deteriorated--Fight-
ing Methods.

Thte Boer today is not the man he was
‘1 1881, If it comes to fighting this
will be speedily apparent. y

Circumstances have changed ~him
tly. A new- generation has sprung
ind the evolution of degeneracy 18

even more marked in the young kliner
than it was in his father. At Majuba
our opponents were sturdy men, poor,

hungry, ill-clad, ill-fed and good marks-
men t.o a man. It is very different to-
day. The causes are simple enough.
The Boer of nineteen years ago eked
out a bare living from hand to mouth.
He had to “shoot for the pot.”  The
1.y food of bfis family depended upon.
:he game he shot. He was a home-
keeping, sober man of strictly religious
principles, according to his 'hghtg. and
knew nothing of the ways of the Ulitland-
et

The son of this hardy pioneer has had
4 totally different upbringing. Thirteen
vears ago began the great rush to the
Witwatersrand goldfields. Thousands of
\gers poured into the country, bring-
with them.

Money, Customs and Luxuries®

which had been hitherto unknown. Many
3ocr farmers sold their farms, or options
thercon. for thousands of pounds, Their
<ons earned money - as “kurveyors,”. or
trapsport riders. There was no longer
any necessity to shoot for the daily food.
A certain number of inefficient sehools
were established. The ° Uitlander
brought with him: all manner of vices,
which the idle young Boer was only too
ready to assimilate. He rejected the ad-
vice of the “predikant,” or pastor. The
towns, now rapidly springing up on the
goldfields, attracted and repelled him. He
drank “squarface” or “dop”’ in place of
coffee. He learned what a hotel was,
what a staircase looked like and what a
music hall meant.

In Pretoria came an increasing de-
mand for sons of the country to take up
government- positions, and if a young
Roer could only read and write an ap-
pointment was his, at a salary which
meant to him riches beyond the dreams
of avarice. Then, again, in Pretoria, he
had money offered him at every turn.
There were contracts to be made, *‘jobs”
to be done, concessions to be obtained,
votes to be influenced. Bribery and cor-
ruption were blatant and ever present.
The Uitlander was only too ready to be
flecced. What did the young Boer
want? Was it a gold wateh, or a four-
wheeled spider, or his hotel bill for a
month? ertainly! Here's a cheque! In
return. a.littlée favor. A concession, of-
course. And so the ball rolled on.

No wonder the Boer to-day is degen-
erate. It is impossible that he could be
anything else. He is really

Only Semi-Civilized,
and that faet accounts for much of the
misunderstanding between his govern-
ment and ours.

Descended, though he undoubtedly is,
from some of the very best Huguenot
stock—as witness the frequent recur-
rence of such names as De Villiers (pro-
nounced Filljee), Celliers (promounced
Celtjee), Serrurier, Labuschagne, [j‘oure,
Joubert and many others—yet, owiug to
hardship, expatriation, wildness of sur-
roundings and want of intercourse with
his kind, he has .gradually. returned to a
primitive state~has degenerated, in fact,
though ‘by no means on Nordeau lines,
to a semi-civilizatior, ~which is pitiful
in its bigoted ignorance.

The history of South Africa tells us
that the Duteh took possession of the
Cape Colony in 1663, under Jan Van
Ricbeck, and that in 168% a:large party
of French settlers, fleeing from the Re-
vocation of the Ediet of Nantes, were
sent out from Holland for: colonization
purposes, were granted lands around

Stellenbsch,  at Drakenstein and  at
Fransehe Hock (Frenchman’s Corner).

They imern‘an‘ied with the Duteh col-
onists, and "this combpination ' of the
strong religious feeling and skill in farm-
ing of the French, : together with the
business qualities and stolid cunning of
the Duteh, produced an ideal colonizing
and pioneer race. The governorship
would seem to have alternated between
the French and Duteh, for we read that
in 1714 the governor was Le Marquis
de Chavonnes, and in 1728 one Gysbert
Yan Noodt.

A very important element, which is of-
ten overlooked, has tended more than
is generally supposed to one side of the
present Boer nature. This is the con-
stant intercourse with natives, and the
consequent " assimilation of some Kaffir
characteristics. There was no inter-
marriage, of course, but during the treks,
often’ lasting from two to ten years,
when

The Hardy Boer Pioneers,

with. womenkind and children, pluckily
ventured to the unknown north, they
were accompanied by slaves, probably
Hottentots and Bushmen, who became,
in a way, companions, at any rate to
the children, who naturally picked up
many of their ways. Now a prominent
characteristic of all African races is a
subtle diplomaecy of language, largely
assisted by similes drawn from the sur-
roundings of .daily life. A Kaffir will
rarely, if ever, say yes or no to a direet
question. He will equivocate, circum-
ocute, and do everything except lie out-
izht. He is vastly pleased if he thinks
as deceived you, even if only ver-
The Boer is much the same, and
he highest compliment one can pay him
o ecall him “slim” or cunning. Gener-
t's nickname is “Slim Piet,”
proud of it. The Boer and
tir methods of diplomacy are vastly

md he is

To turn to another side of the Boer

aracter. The Voortrekker was the
rie adventurer, as understood in the
ictly abethan sense, Time and

buck,

fusion if two men are killed,

he bad to set forth into the unknown,

fighting the Kaffirs, shooting for his
bare existence, living almost the life of
a’' savage for years at a time, and even-
tually settling down in some

his fellow-beings. To this day a Boer
feels unhappy and crowded if from any
part of his ten or twelve thousand acre
farm he can see the smoke from any
neighbor’s chimney. Nothing less than
magnificent distances please him. He
feels unsafe in a town, and ill at ease
even in a village. That townspeople are
one and all rogues, thieves and verneuk-
ers (swindlers) is a preconceived and in-
eradicable notion, thich, truth to tell,
is only too often verified.

The patrarchal Transvaal Boer had in
his time been through

The Most Terrible Hardships:

Kaffir wars, awfu! massacres (Weenen,
Bloedrivier), thirst, hunger and, in a
great many cases, actual starvation. The
gradual comnquering of a savage and hos-
tile nigger hinterland took many years
and-untold lives. Even when farms had
been taken up. rude mud houses  built,
and mealies sown to keep body and soul
together, either drought or locusts de-
vasted the crops, and the work had to
be recomnvenced. The country swarmed
with wild animals. Buck of eight-and-
twenty different kinds, from the swift
little oribi to the Wildebeest and Koodoo.
Then there were. elephants, lions, gir-
affes, buffalo, quagga, and, of course,
birds innumerable. . Every man had (and
has to-this ‘day)y hig trusty rooier, or
muzzle-loading rifle, and through com-
stant practice his aim was unerring;
There is a story, which is amply true,
that an Englishman, shooting with a
Boer, and having his cartridge be!t full
up, asked Oom Dantje why he only took
three cartridges with him. The Boer
said he only meant to bring home three
He got his three buck sure en-
ough, and the Englishman got nothing.
However, that was the older generation.

iThe shooting of the younger is by no

means . 80: good to-day, as is shown by
the ‘wappen-schouwings or rifle contests,
which are held in country dorps or vill-
ages, and at which Boers and rooineks
(Englishmen) meet ~ in. more or - less
friendly fashion. The old ‘Boer could
unerringly. hit a buek, running, at seven
Bundred yards. The young Boer is not
much ‘good at a bottle at two or three
Bundred yards. Of course, .there are
exceptlions, but they are fow.

Current news shows us that the Boer
retains his extraordinary

Power of Rapidly Mobilizing
over a large, scaftered, sparsely-

popula‘tcd district; but, on the other
hand, it is certain-that his shooting has

and

materially deteriorated, and.that his
waste of ammunition is ridiculous,
His method of fighting, as is well

known, is semi-barbaric. The smallest
cover i3 taken advantage of with the
skill of the Zulu, but there is not that
cohesion, battle formation, discipline, or
pluck which that redoubtable nation pos-
sesses, Every Boer fights on his own
account, and although there is a nominal
commandant of the commando of each
district, his authority is by no means
absolute.
A Boer commando will retreat in con-
L They in-
var‘m-bly»conceal the exact number of
_theu' los®; and always under-estimate it
in snpgequent reports. Their policy is
to appear invincible, In the Malaboch

campalign they eertainly lost over tao 1

h}lndred men, yet their official returns
did not show one-tenth of that number.
The seriously wounded were hurried off
to the nearest farm house, and the dead
promptly buried or the bodies hurried
away under cover of night.—Frank
Schloesser in the London Duii_\' Mail,

GOLD ON ST. GE_ORGE.

: i —
Rich Sand Found on the Island of the
Seal.

: —O0—

According to‘the story told by the ship-
wreécked men saved from the lost Laur-
ada, there is gold on St, George island,
formerly known only as the home of the
sedl a{nd the scene of - the outrageous
branding operations, They say excite-
ment was occasioned before the ship-
yvrecked mariners were taken from the
island by the Corwin, by the discovery
of c?lors in the sands of the beach while
digging post holes to construct the tem-
porary sailors’ quarters. Had not the
Corfvin shown up when she did syste-
matic prospecting of the beach would
have been undertaken,

It was claimed by some of the ship-
wrecked people who had been at Nome
that the St. George bheach contained the

Ruby sand in which the gold was so |

plentifully found on the Nome beach.

remote {
spot where he is absolutely isolated from

Office:s of Returning Iowas Join

The subject has grown to be of such in- |
terest to the shipwrecked people that a |
numberof them were even congratulating '

themyelvc‘s on the prospect of having to
remain on the island.

It was the intention of the men who
remained on the island to prospect the
beach thoroughly for gold. Two second-
f:lass passengers were so bent on stay-
ing on the island that they hid them-
selves' away in the hold of the Laurada
until the Corwin cleared out. They had
their own supplies with them, and were
determined to stay and prospect for
gold.

There had been very little time to do
any prospecting up to the time of the
Corwin’s appearance. The men were all
busy, either landing supplies or building
temporary quarters. However, it got
noised about that colors weve found while
excavating for the posts for the sailors’
qmmu'rtors. and everyone was keen with
excitement.

The ‘shipwrecked paople were camped
on the sealing grounds, and the branding
of the young pups was sbout to begin.
The coming of the Laurada postponed
the work, or it would have been under
way, and the coming of the Corwin rob-
bad the shipwrecked people of the oppor-
tuiity to see it begin the next day. The
island-was also overriin with blue foxes,
which trotted about without much con-
cern at the proximity of the white peo-
ple. At night they skulked about the

camp or crawled under the floor, greatly,

to the alarm and disturbance of the peo-
ple inside.

People are not apt to confound mere
alertness of mind with attention. "The
one is but the flying abroad of alt the
faculties to the open doors and windows
of every passing rumor; the other is the
concentration of every one of them in a
single focus, as in the alchemist over his
alembic at the moment of expected pro-
jection. Attention is the stuff that mem-
ory is made of. and memory is accumu-

the past two hundred years j lated genius.—Lowell.

Gandemnation
of Gen. Otis

the General Chorus for
His Recall.

Japanese Suspected of Furnish-
ing Arws to Filipinos.-
Korean News.

\

The following advices from the Orient
were received on the Empress of India
from the Associdted Press representative
at Yokohama:

Yokohama, Oect. 6th, 1899.—The 5lst
Towa regiment, the last of the volunteers
to touch this port on their homeward:
way, reached here on 'the 3rd and left
yvesterday for San Franeisco. The Ten-
nessees, who form the extreme rear
guard of the returning troops, are re-
ported as under orders to proceed direct
from Nagasaki, on account of the urgent
need of the transport for the reinforce-
ment- now hastening to Manila.

The departure of the Iowas ends one
of ‘the most remarkable features of the
war, whether it be considered In the

light of the irreproachable conduct of the

lipines. That, they think. would go far|

toward soiving the problem and putting
an end to the war._ They argue that, as
.confidence is of far more value than
muskets, the presence of the general of
the army would, apart from the. moral
influence it would exert upon the insur-
gents, supply the conspicuous lack now
iexisting, in the moral of the American
forces.

Somie anti-American feeling has been
faroused among the Japanese on account
of the suspicions directed toward their
countrymen in Manila because of the al-
leged discovery of a few Murata rifles
among the insurgents. Several Japan-
ese have been arrested and detained on
suspicion of being engaged in thus furn-
fishing- aids "to the Filipinos, and ther
jappexrls to their home government may
k:xke tbe'form of an international inci-
dent.

The agitation of the missionary ele-
ment here, anent the position of the
government  in : excluding . from all
schools. every semblance of religious
teaching, still continues. . The represen-
tatives of the large Christian schools are
preparing a memorial to the edueational
department. It is not to be expeeted,
howewer;, that it will have any result,
and the hope is expressed by many for-
¢igners that Japan may be encouraged in
her attempt to be the first among the
nations to effect an absolute separation
of  church and state in the conduct of
oducational institutions.

i The Amoy,incident is to be.closed by
#he punishment of the ring leaders of the
tiot, the increase of the area of the con-
?9’ssion of land, the grant of perpetual
anersh‘ip; compensation for all damages

e s e
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2 (The stlrr‘.hg news from the front has been the
topic of conversation. among little groups of enthusi-
The effect has beeh seén ‘in
number of members of the Kifth TRegiment who
have approached ‘their officers with the object of voi-
unteering. —Times, October 14th.)
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Britons, * . * *

Kager for battle, ready for

Volunteers, Volunteers all.

And rocks t lead, we're
Volunteers, Volunteers all.

The army volunteered—all.

None feared

'1
|
g
%

Rank low

Volunt

'Thongh nations scowl

Some . legions at our call.

Sons of the

We've come and we’ll die at

Wa're Saxon Volunteers al

Who follow

On to.the-

g Victoria, Oect, 17th, 1809.

VOLUNTEERS.

————

The' signals flash from sea to sea,

The dogs of war unleashed are free;
Come Volunteers, Volunteers ail.

When was the time when Britain’s. sons

Feared the fight, forsook the gnns?

Quick they respond to the call,

Who spoke of danger?
Who spoke of death?
Must ’a been 3 woman
Under her breath;
Vietoria’s lads answer,
Quickly to the call,,
“Here?!’ and ‘“here!” ‘and ‘‘here,
Volunteers—all.

Though all the wide veldt were armed,

When Britain’s war-drums’ throbs wéere heard
From land to land around the world,

Baeh man stepped out—the whole world knew
Britain’s sons to the flag were true;

None feared to die,
Not one among them

Bach man was reagdy,
When ' came
¢“Britain req You,

We don’t forget Majuba’s fight

When bullets sang to the left and right
'Mongst Volunteers, Volunteers all,

And we long to hear cannons roar,

To seek the laagers of the Boér,

grimly as we. go.

There’'s a Power behind us they know-—

Volunteers all,
Men of the .Land,

On to th:»
Follow the -colors
On through Laing’s Nek,
On the Boer Trek,
Volunteers—all.

Odds .will we faee on the Boer Trek,
We ken it, but at duty’s beck
We're Volunteers, Volunteers all.

To uphold the flag or to fall,
To fight for the rights of the. Sons,
For the right of the Race abroad,

Some to the dea
On. with the

To the last breath;
On to the struggle,

Over the Vaal,
Volunteers—all.

brawl,
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sir!”’

not alarmed,

the danger,

or high;.
e call—
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Widow,
Rond;

the call
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the ﬂati,
Empire

fight.

great army of Americans passing

i-through. or in that of the patriotic de-

votion of the little American community |
here which has in every possible way

ministered to their needs. It has been !
a gigantic task for the handful of
Americans here to feed an army of

twelve. thousand; to organize for them
an extensive bureau of information; to
guard them against imposition; to care
for all the sick, even to the extent of
taking them into their homes; to furn-
ish free baths; to - provide delightful
headquarters, and in every way to re-
mind them that they were already among
friends and countrymen. Of. course the
ladies of the colony have borne the
brunt of the work, while the men have
furnished the means, and that most Li-
berally, All this has been done, too,
with a national pride which would mnot
permit the acceptance of a cent of for-
eign aid, though freely offered.  Seldom
has such work been better done, and it

may be added seldom more fully appre-'
ciated and rewarded. The great army of
returning Americans has responded with
an unsullied record, the twelve thousand,
to the amazement of all foreigners here,
having proved themselves in every re-
gard an army of gentlemen. Nothing
can exceed the pride which the Yoko-
hama American community takes to-day
in that army, unless'it be the gratitude
of the men composing it.

Not the least of the imteresting fea-
tures of the passage of the troops has
been the opportunity it has afforded of
gathering at first hand the impressions
of the officers and men fresh from the |
scene of operations. By far the mosti
salient of these impressions, as voiced |
by the Iowas, seems to be a strong and
growing sentiment among them in favor |
of having the general of the United
States army take command in the Phil-

|
|
i
I
|
[
|
|

| ing two,

and the right of self-government in the
rew Japanese settlement,

Reports from Korea state that de-
mands are being miade by the represen-
tatives of various foreign powers for a
practical division of the empire among
themselves so far as mining interests are

concerned, but little credenee is: given,
bowever, to this wholesale partition
scheme.

It is probable that Kent, the American
arvrested here on a.charge of forgery, al-
though:he has confessed his erime, will
have to remain in his Japanese. prison
somre *wo. months until - the necessary
formalities of extradition are finally com-
pleted.

FILIPINOS APPEAL.

A ——

Manpila, Oct, 18.—Right men of the
17th Regiment, acting as railroad patrol,
were attacked by a body.of 25 Filipinos
at Quigento, north of Bulacan, wound-
The Amerieans reinforced the
pntrol and drove off the enemy, capiur-
img a quantity of ammunition... The
consuls here have received from Tarlae,
where ‘it is believed Aguipaldo remains,
a book containing the cprrespondence be-
tween him and the American command-
ers and consuls in which, as he contends
in his recent appeal for recognition, the
I'_‘i-l'ipinos find the basis for their asser-
tion that the American government re-
cognized their sovereignty and promised
them independence. The book
dressed to the members of the United
States congress.

The correspondence between Mr, Wild-
man, United States consul at Hongkong,

and Aguinaldo contains no promise of in-
dependence.

He that worries him:olf—\;ith <he dread
of passible contingencies will never be: at
rést.—Johnson. }

i

is ad-;

South Africa”
and Its People

A Contrast Between British and
Dutch Rule at the
Cape.

The Sufferings of the Early Set-
tlers:-How ermina;ls Were
Executed.

The fellowing is the first of a series
of articles on Scuth Africa, its people
and trade, written for the Canadian Kn-
gineer:

The obduracy of the Transvaa! Boers
and their president in refasing to concede
the common rights of man to citizens not
of tbeir'own race, is turnicg the atten-
tion <of the ecivilized world to South Af-
riea ‘dnd its people. That quarter of the
world ' posscsses unusual interest to Chn-
adians, not »uly frem the standpoint ot !
imperial politics, but fromn its commereial
developments and its possibilities as a
fietrd. for Canadian trade. As a prelude
to & review 'of the prospects for Canadian
manufaeturers and exporters, it will'be
well for the reader to know something
of the causes of the prosent politieal
eomplications.

The Cape of Good Hope, though dis-
covereil by Diaz, a Portuguese navigator,
six - years before Columbus landed 1
Anmerica, and though

Used as a Port of Call

by the Portuguese for a century after-
wards, it remained for two English cap-
tains in the employ of the East India
Company—Stillinge and Fitzherbert—to
make formal claim of sovereignty.in the
name.of England in 162Q . After. some,
rivalry between the English and  the
Dutch East India companies, the latter,
realizing the salubrity of the climate and
the fine soil, sent out an expedition un-
:der am Van Riebeek—in whose honor
the: Hon. Ceecil Rhodes has recently had.
a statune erected. in Capetown—te make
a permanent settlement, and thus began
in 1652 the Dutch occupation of the
Cape. Little by little the settlements
extended back from the Castle on. Table
Bay, but the life of the settlers was the
life of white slaves. They.were not al-
lowed to sell their produce to visiting
ships, but could only sell to the com-
pany-at prices fixed by the:company. On
the other hand they were not permitted
.to purchase goods exeept from the com-
pany and at prices fixed, of course. by
the company. They and the artisans of
the town were, moreover,
Bled at Every Twurn.

by the company’s officials, and if they at-
tempted to complain to headquarters in
Holland their complaints were either sup-
pressed altogether, or the complainants
were imprisoned as treasonable persons
or otherwise marked out for persecution.
The farmers had no title to the lands
they brought under cultivation, and were
often ejected after working a lifetime
upon their lands. They were plainly told
they held their property by grace of the
Yompygny.~ Offences, which now could-
scarcely come under the criminal code,
were visited with death in its most fiend-
ish forms. Crucifixion was a common
mode of capital punishment, and an-
other was the tying of the victim with
his back on a wheel, where his body
was broken, and he was left ‘‘a prey
to the birds of heaven.” The rack and
the gallows were the common means-of
punishing slaves. Tt is not to be won-
dered - at that the Dutch settlers

Sought to Escape This Tyranny,

and from time to time, in* spite of
threats and the campany’s claim of juris-
diction, many got -beyond the reach of
the company, risking the enmity of the
natives in their migration. Thus began
the “trekking’’ of the Boers, which dates
back to.1670, and has been .a pecaliar
characteristic of Dutch colonization
down.to the present day.

During the upheavals of the ¥rench
revolution, England felt the necessity of
possessing the -Cape to save her East
Indian trade, and after a feeble resist-
ance the Castle capitulated to Sir James
. Craig.in 1795. At the peace of Amiens
in -1808 the Cape was restored te the
Duteh,. but was finally taken in 1806 by
Sir David Baird. The first taste of in-
dividual liberty and reasonable govern-
ment enjoyed by the Cape Dutch was
given them by Great Britain.. With the
advent of Britain at the Cape, the
Dutch farmers got their first clear tit-
les to the land, they got district courts,
where justice was for the first time ad-
ministered with fairness and without the
corruption which had made their mat-
ters so odious. The people got their first
regular school system, and thefr first pos-
tal system .from f

Their New British Rulers,

{
who also did away with the system of |
punishing offenders by the cross the!
wheel and the rack. these brutal instru-
ments of torture being destroyed at the:
very outset of the British regime.

Such, in a- few words, was the con- |
trast between British and Dutch rule at
the Cape. It is not to be denied that
| between the home government and the
colonial rulers many mistakes have been
made in the subsequent history of Brit-
ish ruie in South Africa; but more often
than -otherwise these errors were made
through mistaken leniency or mistaken :
philanthropy towards Bo»r and native al-
ternateiy. Ferhaps the most unpardon-
able grievance nursed by the Boers in
the present certury was the emaneipa-
tiou of the slaves in Cape Colony in 1837. |
Many Boers to the present dav believe. !
with apparent horesty that a Kaffir has
no soul and class him with the wild beasts
of the veldt. While other nations be-
sides the TUnited States have freed the
slaves without compensation to the slave
owners, Great Britain

Voted to the Slave Holders

i of the Cape £1,247,000. This was only |
half the amonunt of the appraisement, but |
it must be remembered that the slaves of |
the West Indies and other parts of the
empire had to be freed at the same time
i at a total cost of £20.000,000—an enor- |
mous sum for those days—and the sub-
limest exhibition of the awakening of na-
' tional conscience ever recorded in the |
. history of nations. Though the Boers
| must have known from the agitation that
" had been going on in England for the

e
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preceding thirty years‘that thé emancipa-
tion of skaves must come, there was 2
great outery when the amount. of com~
pensation was aunnounced, and, to make
matters worse, from their standpoint, @
horde of self-appointed agents, working
on the circumstance that the money had
to be paid.'in London, bought up the
claims of the farmers for a mere song
in many cpses, and the enraged slave-
owning farmers trekked into the interior
to the number of several thousand,
founding what is now

The Orange Free State,

the Transvaal. and a portion of Natal,
and after some bloodshed and a few
vears’ hesitancy on the part of the home
government, a British soverdignty was
placed over Natal in 1843. Although the
British government had warned the emi-
grant Boers that they were still Brit-
ish subjects, those who settled in the
Free State and Transvaal were allowed
to rule themselves. The Free State was
indeed taken under British rule for a
number of years, but that rule was with-
drawn under the protest of a large min-
ovity ‘of the inhabitants, and the Free
State was left an indipandent republic
in 1854. TUnder the wise and common-
sense mule of the late Sir John Brand,
who was president for twenty-five years,
the Fras State has had till now the best
relations, almost unirterruptedly, . with
Great Britain and her colonial neighbors.
There was but
: Ong Serious Difficulty
and that arose out of the discovery .of
the diamond fields on. the borders of the
State in 1867, The land had been own-
ed and was. still owned, by a Grigua
chief, ngamed Waterboer, and the British
goyernment, having bought up his rights,
proclaimed .the diamond fields  British
territory in 1871. The [Free NState,
which had claimed a part of these fields,
withdrew their protest, but whatever the
merits: of its elaims they were generous-
Iy .compensated : by a. payment of £YU,-
000, with which' the little State was well
satisfied, and with which it built the first
railwvay—a. road: that .stands . to.day as
the best asset. possessed by the  State,
While. the Dutch in the Free State and
Natal, as well gs. in- the.Cape, haye. set-
tled down to .a fairly general friendliness
towards: the British. the history .of the
Transvaal Boers has been marred by a
strong and persistent hatred of: British
government and: people, Peopled. large-
Iy by the irreconcileables who, had .left
Natal and. the. Free State on the advent
of -the British, and. utterly wnable or un-
willing .te understand the, British idea of
government of the Kaffir tribes, they
have become the Ishmaels of South Af-
riean eivilization—their hand

Forever Against the Kaffirs

on the ome side and against ithe British
on the other., They have so far failed
to see the advantages of the golden rule,
or to read the signs of the times, that
they have perpetudited the same ideas
of lordship as those under which their
ancestors groaned in the 17th century.
In 1877, when the country was in a
state of baunkruptey. 'Sir Theophilus
‘hepatone annexed the Transvasl to the
Pritish' Empire, without active opposi-
tion. 'Whatever may be thought of this
step. it- was taken with the best inten-
tions, and with the desire to save the
Boers from the destruction which would
have baen their fate at the hands of the
Zul, King Cetywaye., The step once
taken. it ‘is /gow realized that a terrible
mistake was made in glving the country
back to what has proved a monstrous
system of misrule. The British govern-
ment, however, gave the Boers »

Just Grounds for Complaint ) 1

when it left the Mransvaal for three
years without any represdwukative insti-
tutions, and permitted during that"time
a mulitary oligarchy, compesed of men
who gave no consideration to. the suscep-
tibilities of the Dutch inhabitgnts, a
large part of whom' would haye been
fairly contented mnder a system which
‘gave them' a voicé in the affairs of the
country. It was unfortunate that just
when the British governinent began to
be awake to the seriousness of ‘Boer dis~
content, and were actually considering
“the constitution framed by Sir Bartle
Frere, the flames of rebellion broke out,
with the result that the British were de-
feated in three engagements through the
guerilla tactics of the Boer sharpshoot-
ers, and then the Gladstone government
restored the republic under that “suze-
rainty,” which has been ever since a
source of apprehension to the Boers.

Whenever the British and Dutch have
co-operated either in colonization, in po-
lities or commerce, they have ‘both pros-
pered. 'The British poasession of the dia-
mond fields was the salvation of the
Free State; and the British operation
of the Tramsvaal gold fields has’lifted
that republic from commereial nothing-
Tess to a state that has become at once
the chief power and the chief danger to-
the neighboring states and ecolonies.

BELECTROPLATING SHIPS.
-
Experiments With Copper on a Tug Prove
Successful.
PETAT) 1
According to a report on the condition
of  the bottom of the tug Assistance, of
the Navy Department, the electroplating
of iron hulls with copper appéars to be a
Success. The Assistance was electroplated
with copper to a depth of one-thirty-second
of an inch before it was launched in 1895,
and when it was takem out of the water
at the Norfolk Navy Yard a few days ago
it was found that practically no electro-
lysis had set in, and that the bottom was
about clear of-barnacles and other marine
growths.
At no time since it was launched has the
Agsistance been docked and cleaned. Dhur-
ing the four years it received a number

i of hard knocks and was on the rocks sev-

e¢ral times. It was found necessary to
pateh over certain weak spots as the re-
sult of these accdideots, and it was only
in the vicinity of these patches that any
galvanic action was found.

Owing to its clean bottom, the speed of
the Assistance has not diminished, while
ali the other tugs in wuse in Chesapeake
bay have been taken oat for scraping
about once a month. HExperience shows
that three months of service in salt water
reduces the speed of a vessel about 28 per
cent., so the advantage of this copper
electroplating is at once apparent. The eost
of the plating is about $3 a square foot.
The saving in docking wwould be enormous,
as the expense of docking a vessel i3 be-
tween $3,000 and $4,000.

It matters little whether a man be
mathematically, or philologically, or
artistically cultivated, so he be but cul-
tivated.—Goethe.
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