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factory at Quebec, ln testing the rifle. Tbey
sent la a report to the goverilment which
was favourable- to the rifle, and on testrength of that report it bas been adopted.

lion. Mr. HAGGART. Does it use the
ordinary ammunition ?

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND
DEFENCE. Tlie samne exactly, and in the
contract whicli will be entered into witli
Sir Charles Ross provision will lie made that
in case we desîre to change the rifle, or in
case any discovery is made, lie wilI, on re-
celving notice, manufacture sucb a rifle as
the department may require.

Aniother matter whici lias been referred
to by my lion. friend and by the General,
and in which I agree witli botli, is the ques-
tion of distributing the rifles we now have
to the rural militia. When I came into
office, I found, as I have explained liere
before, that the General who was liere at
tlie time my bon. friend was in office, bad
recommended very strongly that these rifles
sliould not be distrlbuted until central ar-
mouries were constructed, on the ground that
the rifle was a very sensitive weapon, and
must have the care of an armourer. It lias
been sufficlently proved, I think, by wbat
lins taken place ln South Africa, that it Is
not sucli a delicate weapon, for it lias stood

-thie test very well. I doulit If any rifle could
have stood the test better than the Lee-
Enfleld or the Lee-Metford bas doue. There-
fore the Major General lias recommeuded
that tlie rifles be at once distributed, and.
that the old system of company armouries
under proper inspection, more frequent than
ln the past, be contiuued ; and on the
strengtli of that recommendation, Instruc-
tions have been given tliat tliese rifles be
at once issued ani the old rifles called lu.
I think tliis will lie very satisfactory news
to the militia ail over the country. 1 thlnlc
It is a step ln thie right direction, and I am
very sorry we dld not take It before.

I do not know tbat there are many otlier
points *of importance to which my liou.
friend referred, and I will bring uiy remarks
to a close by saying that from my ex-
perlence during the five years I have been la
office, I think it is possible for us to bave
in this country a very effective defensive
force at an expenditure very littie in ex-
cess of that whicli we are makiug at the
preseut time. Wltliout repeatiag what 1
have said as to the metbods we propose
to take in the future ln recrultlng men for
tbe active milîtia, I may say tbat, along
the Unes of luterestlng the citizens of the
country in rifle sliooting, and brlnglng them
into sympathy witli the militia by giving
them somethlng practical to do, I belleve
that, witliout any increase of expenditure at
ail we can enormously increase the lnterest
and bring In tbousauds of young men wbo
will lie ready and properly equipped, If the

-unfortunate time ever occurs, to defend our
country. What we want to have, always

ready, always ut Liaud, is an effective staff.
We want an effective beadquarters staff.
We wanit the machinery ready to lie set
in motion. We want, as my bon. friend
has said, decentralization to the extent at
any rate of liaving not only an effective
lieadquarters staff, but effective district
staffs, ready to act immediately wlien called
upon. We waut officers-educated, well-
trained oficers ; and I approve entirely of
the suggestions which the General makes,
that we sliould insist in tlie future upon
a higlier grade of education ; that we should
apply higlier tests *to the officers, making
tbem pass more severe examinations. In
that way we are now addiug every year
to our reserve of officers, our list of un-
attached officers, men who have gone ont
by the system we adopted a f ew years ago
of limiting the termi of service for officers.
The colonel of a regiment goes out after five-
years; the next beiow him steps up and
takies bis place, and so on. There is a step,
up for every man ia the regiment. That
very fact lias given additionai zest and in-
terest to the militia of the country. A man
Joining to-day, even at the bottom of the
list, kuows that some day in thie inot very
distant future lie will bave a chance of gett-
ing to the top if bie is a young man. Tlien,
the old mea who go out are not lost to the
militia. They go on tbe reserve or un-
attached list and there remain ; and I think
we should take some means, as we are
doing, to keep these men la toucli with-
the mnilitia by giving them something toý
do. In this way we are increasing every
year the number of trained and educated.
officers wliom we bave at our disposaI.
,We bave a fairly equipped staff witli al
the brandies that are required for an army
in the field, at .beadquarters. We have or-
ganlzed bere a medical army corps, to which
the general refers ln the blgbest termns, and
to which my bon. friend did not refer,
aithougli it is wortliy of passing notice. 1
believe tbat we bave here a medical arniy
service corps second to noue in the world.
Tliat was shown the otlier day ln South
Africa. ,Our field bospital corps bad
scarcely landed wben it was put to the most
severe test wbicb could lie applied to any
sucli organization, and I bad the satisfac-
tion of recelvlng a cablegram from Col.
Evans statlng tliat It lad acquitted itself
witb the greatest possible credit. We are
organizing now an army service corps. We
have an officer ln England to-day, Col. Big-
gar, who is taking a course of study there,
wbo bas liad experlence ln Soutli Africa,
and who wlll return ln a few months fully
able to organize, from one end 0f the
country to the other, tliat most Important
branch of the service. 1 repeat that wîtb
ail these important branches fairly organ-
ized at beadquarters and la the districts,
witli a very large number 0f officers ready
to lie called upon at any moment, and wlh
tlie precautlons we are now taking to edu-
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