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LA VACQUERIE

eck by Italian
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Forces

RAI BATTLE

W OFFENSIVE IS LAUNCHED

Forces Attack on

siago Plateau and

n Some Positions

‘Without Impair-

he Defensive
ith of Lines.

Déc. 5—Enemy forces have
. attack on the Iltalian lines
o Plateau, the war office
i today. The only gains
#n- the attack were some po-
¢ loss of which has not im-

He Italian defensive line.
taiians withdrew from gome of
; ’ advanced positions of their
ses Detween Monte Tonderecar anu
. Badeneocne, northeast of Asia-

- |
the Asiago plateau,” says the

EPULL, "lu® cuclay, 4Ler Dy -
el a4 lVtulsudiue aaldy or
4 Ielueweu allu lucieascu
e g WAILh LAu Seveiely Buser-
B PievIVUS CULMuals, LS veguLl Al
VN YUl pusst.Ous.  Lue dudL as-
, laudguou yeswerudy, was Lrully
Uy Uz aud Lue vily auviliage
Led Oy  tDe Ausirv-uerans at
i pove of ueavy iusses wus  the
Uf SOMI6 PUSILONS wiuCh Nas not
ed tae uriainess of ‘our resist-

~

ceded by a destructive bom-
fedy, confinued inrost  violently
eral hours and accompanied by
DUssts ot pailrage fnre, the ene-
made a double attack on the

lig _pont ‘'of meiette,
Tue urst attack, from the north-
st. after severa! attempts to ad-
was arrested by our barrage
finally broken up in the after-
jon. ou a section of Monte Sismol
he southwestern glopes of. Me-
41 Giote, where in vioient hand-
d fignting the enemy was de-
fively” repuised with -heavy - losses
i left us also several hundred pri-
8. The second attack, from the
east, was brought forward with
r forces Dbetween Monte Tenar-
and Monte Badencche, Here, af-

Mer exceedingly flerce fighting lasting

il early this morning, the occupa-
o of gome trenches which the ene-
" was able to effect coungeled us
ithdraw some of the more ad-

d portions of our line.
At Zengon, on the Piave, as a
ater movement had teen noted, one

Ot our storming parties, well support- |
L "by drtillery, which destroyed five

Mmall bridges thrown across the river
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Eeoay, Dec, 11—
v'l'oévm wld

is point by the enemy, attacked
eénemy at the bend of the river,
ting Josses on him and bringing
Prisoners and machine guns”

SO CONDITONS
~ EECTED Y CERMANS

{

0 Principal Points of Armisticef

Meet With Refusal From
« Enemy

Jondon, Dec. 5.—a Russian official
unication dealing with the ar-
Seute negotiations, received here by
€88, says: £
he enemy delegates replied eva-
By to the two initial Russian pro-
8, But promised to consult their
vérnments concerning them. The
: broposed as the principal
ints of an armistice that the enemy
O0ld not undertake to send forces
~the Russian front to the fronts
Ussla's allies; also that the Ger-
detachments be withdrawn from
I8lands of Moon Sound. The
Y"delegates refused these pro-

Y

IO POLLING AT SASKATOON.
» Sask., >. 5.—~By ihe re-
B0t of two candidates for the public

o board every municipal office in
Atbon has been filled by acclama-

){; _Il?ec. 6

oronto Town Hall.

el’elkem: Sir John Willison, W. F.

Clean, Mrs. C. A, Risk, Mrs. R.

. Kirby, Sergt.-Major York and
Others,
i' oW, 7— *

Thornhii),

Chmond “Hij1,

T::kh\'o meetings joint with West

w 41 Dec, 8—

Kham Town Hall
HY; Dec, 10—
4 Tp.).
: w“"ﬁﬂom (York Tp.).
eston Town Haj

Yeg:k.three meetings joint with West

Orden, St. Andrew’,
Pﬁi&rv&le (York 'I"];.r\e,“ .
Yter's Hall (Danforth),
“a "Non:{ubec. 12—
e e (Markh; T
.v);")o?iec' .o lam Tp.).
(York 3 B
Irbank (York RJ.
L) 'L;e'?' T :
Urt (Ward Six 3 i
nmb'lsv K4, d Six), Belmont As
day, Dec. 15—
OX Hall (York T.),
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From The Christian Guardian, Toronto, Deec. 5.
HE great majority of the people of Canada arq today in a
T sober and sertbus mood. And it is altogether seemly that
they should be. - Apparently there are a few who are in
@ somewhat ugly mood that ill befits the time and occasion. It
is a sober and a serious day in the history of the world, and we
ought not to forget or ignore that fact. It. 4s. a sober and a
serious day in our own history: there mever was a day that was
more go, g
We have been for three years and four months at war. Our
record of participation in the greatest struggle the world has ever
known, a struggle that from our side seeks .only to establish
Jjustice and equality and brotherhood in the earth, has not been
@ record over which we need altogether to. hang our heads in
shame and confusion. There have been some- things, perhaps
many things, that we might have done better, . There hdave been
some things, no doubt, that sught not to have been done at all:
But we have written what we have written, ' and : the unbiased
reader in the long deys to come will say that Canada; at least for
three years and four months, did well, did splendidly, did
heroically. No future Canadian
bages are turned over. el
But now we come to what may be the parting of the ways.
A federal election is upon us, and ‘that brings with # a
crigis, a crisis the issues of which are as clear and straight-cut as
any man could ask them to be. = The question at issue is—shall
We rededicate and reconsecrate ourselves to the task of winming
the war, a task which surely has come to us in the providence
of God, or shall we back away and oénsider that we -have about
done our duty and that nothing' more of an aggressive and
enthusiastic kind i to be expected from us? ~ A vote for the
Union government will mean that we have taken the former
alternative; a vote for Sir Wilfrid Laurier will mean that we
have taken the latter.

And let no man think that any attempt to bring in any other

can be made to blush-as these:

item into the situation can make the issue any other than as.

stated. By our votes on the 17th of this .
what 1= to be Caffada’s future pollé§ in ‘régard o the, war, and
we will decide nothing else that js of very partioular moment
at this time. -And the man who casts hisivots dnder the impulse
of party bias, or Hecause’'he wishes to punisi’ /0

longer exists, or because of any kindly feeling for a great party
leader, will be foolishly trifiing with 4 great issue. - <A Union
government,-committed heart and soul to an.aggressive prosecu~
tion of the war, ready to remedy as far as may be any mistakes
that the past has seen and to do better anything that has been
done well, appeals for our support.  On the other hand, a great
party leader who tells us plainly that “his program for the war

month we will decide

- is mot an aggressive one, who says he will never conscript any

man, who has promised that the only just and possible method' of
keeping the Canadian ranks at the front filled up will not be used
by him, a man who has back of him many honest and patriotic
citizens, it is true, but who has back of him also éver; unpatriotic
and enemy-loving force and influence in the whole country, asks
for our suffrages also. We have to chqose, and the choice will
be just as stated,

Of course it can be admitted that a man may be a patriot
and still think that Canada has done her share in the war. But
we will submit that he cannot be an intelligent, thoughtful and
broad-visioned patriot and still think that. The war is not over
—in faet, in many ways it would seem as if it had only begun.
The hideous wrong with which it began, the rape and ruin of
Belgium, has not been made right. The reason for our starting
the war exists just as it did when we began. And there is no
reason in justice and honor why we should quit now any more
than there is a reason why Belgium, or France, or Italy, or our
Motherland should. According to our obligation we have done
no more than any one of these has done; in fact, it might not be

at all difficult to show that we have not done as much as any of

them. Why, then, should we stop now, or weaken now, any more
than they should? And if it be argued, as we have heard it, that
the United States can take up some of the oblgations that we
have been carrying, the manifest answer is that it will be many
months yet before the United States will be ready to make up the
disadvantage caused by the collapse of Russia. The United States
has a burden of her own to carry, and she cannot bear ours; and
if we do not bear it heroically and faithfully we will become a
traitor to our cause.

And if self-interest is to be appealed to, surely we cannot
leave our own flesh and blood in the position that our troops at
the front will be in if we do not send them large reinforcements
at the earliest date possible, and back them up by a most vigorous
and aggressive poliey. It has been sauj often, but it may be
said again, for it is absolutely true, a vote for the Union govern-
ment ‘will be a vote for our own Canadian soldiers in France and
Flanders.

London,
merchantmen of m‘are than 1600 tons
were sunk by mines or submrarines in
the past week, accofding to the admi-

under 1600 tons and four fishing ves-
sels also were sunk.

The admiralty summary follows:

Arrivals, 2174; sajlings, 2133.

British merchantmen over 1600 tons
sunk by mine or submarine, 16; under
1600 tons, 1.

British
tacked, including one previously, eight.| small sailin

The losses to British shipping by | announced today.

BRITISH SHIPPING LOSSES

TOTAL SEVENTEEN IN WEEK

, Four Less Than Last Week,
\—-\\“ ;

Deec. ; — Sixteen British | mine or submarine the previous
{ 1600 tons or over and seven of
than that tonnage.

statement tonight.

One vessel

Rome, Dec. 5. — Losses of I.
shipping from submarine act.vity
ing the week ended December 2

| one steamer of more than 1500
at- | one urder that tonnage -ang

Fishing craft, 4.
vessels unsuccessfully

More of Larger Craft Sunk, But General Total is

week

comprised fourteen merchantmen of

less

TWO ITALIAN SHIPS SUNK.

alian
dur-
were
tons,

three
€ vessels, it was pfficially

TO

Indications ~Point to Fresh
-Effort by Enemy to Breach
British Lines—Haig - Fully . :
Prepared for Any German British Artillery Also Frustrates Enemy Attempts

Offensive Move.

By R. T. Small, Staff Correspondent,
Associated Press.

With the British Army in France,

Dec. 5. — There is no indication that
General von der Marwitz's great af-
fensive has been abandoned and .the
presence of further fresh infantry di-
visions in the Cambrai area shows
that the enemy has not yet lost hope
of inflicting a sharp dJdefeat on the
British. The British line is now very
strongly heéld and can withstand any
~ledgehammer pressure, and the anxi-
ety—the natural euect of the first two
J4ays’ onslaugiat—has been followed by
a Iee.ung or c¢heerfuiness and com-
vlete cuundence.
+ 'ne numoer of British batteries has
oeen, greatly increased and their ac-
curate counter-sneilng of the ene-
.ny’s strong artillery groups east of
the Schelat nas etfectiveiy reauced
their activity.

The British airmen in clear weath-
er continue to completely dominate
the German aircraft and in bombing
marching infantry, and towns which
have become new rail-heads.

No. Further Attacks.
The Germans today were still hold-

(Concluded on Page 7, Column 5.)

TEN MILLIONS MORE
IS CANADA’'S TOTAL
Victory Loan Subscriptions

mented by Late Heports
Received.

Aug-

Canada’s total in the Victory Loan
campaign has now reached the sum
of $411,000,000. This was subscribed
by 719,000 people.

In announcing these
night, W. S. Hodgens,
the Dominion business committee, ex-

RENEW

o

¥

CAMBRAI ASSAULTS

K4

| front,

i ish
| guns and machine guns,

figures last |
chairman of |

pressed his appreciation of the as- |

sistance he had received in the part
of the work which fell to his lot.
Thruout the city 450 people volun-
teered to help and gave
work.

“The organization
whole of the Dominion,” said Mr.
Hodgens “is simply marve!ous
when it is taken into consideration
that it was thrown together in less
chan a month. The work done., how-
ever, is not a bit more marve'ous than
the amount and number of subscrip-
:ions obtained, and I want to convey
on behalf of the Dominion business
‘ommittee our thanks to everybody
who had anything to do with the Vie-
tory Loan in the way of recording”

thruout tne

efficient |
| Mesopotamia, Major-General F. B.

'STRONG ATTACK BY GERMANS
AT LA VACQUERIE IS BEATEN

at Assaults at Bourlon and Moeuvres.

London, Dec. 5.—The official report
from Field Marshal Halig’s headqguar-
ters tonight says:

“On the Cambrai battlefront two
minor attacks attempted by the enemy
duyg the morning in the neighbor-
ho of Gonnelieu were successfully
repulsed. Local fighting also took
place this morning to our advantage
in the neighborhood of La Vacquerie.

“Early in the afternoon a more seri-
ous attack was delivered by the enemy

in this area in considerable forece: it
was repulsed after severe fighting.
Hostile infantry advancing to attack
in the neighborhood of Bourlon Wood
and Moeuvres was engaged and re-
pulsed by our artillery.

“Ony the Ypres front the hostile in-
fantry has been active this afternoon
north of the Menin road. We have
improved our position slightly in this
area and repulsed an enemy recon-
noitring party.”

SPIRITED FIGHTING MARKS
WHOLE MACEDONIAN FRONT1

Surprising Activity Displayed By Bulgarian
Forces From Adriatic Sea to the
Struma River.

“filvew,

WAY PAVED FOR
BREACH BY 1,5

WITH AUSTRIR

Congress Makes Ready for
Formal Assent to War |
Declaration.

TEXT OF RESOLUTION

)»Turkey and Bulgaria' Not In-

cluded in Draft
Declaration.

of

Wuhincj.gn, Dec. 5.—~Congress
cleared the way today for a promppt
response to President Wilson's call
for a declaration of war with Aus-
tria-Hungary. "

A Joint resolution. approved by the’
pres.dent and the state department,
declaring existence of a state of ‘war
between the United States and the
inuperial © and E
ian Government from today ‘at noon,*
was .ntroduced in. the house and.
unanumously “approved by the house
fore:gn auna.rs committee, It will be
reported tomorrow ior veginning of
houge devate on Friday, wich final'
acuon in the senate late this week
Cr early rext week provably. )

Conforming 0 the ' ‘president's
reccnuncendation, the resolut.on,
whuch authorizes and directs ‘emiuloy -
ment of the nation's armed forces
ogainst Austria ana pledges the coums
Uy s resources to victory, applied to
Aus.ria  alone, iny's other al-
‘Tarkey and bulgaria, are not
meutioned. 4

As perrected by the house commit-
tee and ordered reported Without a

| dissenting vete, the resolution reads .

‘Wnaft

N s of  Resowution,
# as

the imperia: -and

- royal
Austro-Hungarian Governiuent

has
severgd dipilo..atio relations with the
Bovérnment of the wumited States of
fca and 'has ¢ommitced ‘ucts of
var against the government and the
Deople of the united States of Améri-
©a, among which are its adnerence to.
the policy of ruthiess submarine War-'
fare adoyted by its aliy, the imperial
| Geriuan Government, with which the
United States of Auuerica is at war,
and by giving to its aily active sup-
port and ald on both iand and sea in
the prosecution of war against the
governu.ent and people of the (/nited
States of America; therefore, be it
“Resolved by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the United
States in Congress assembled, that a
state of war be and is hereby de-
clared to exist and to have existed
since noon of the fifth day of Deceimn-
ber, 1917, between the United States of
America and the imperial and royal
Austro-Hungarian Government: and
that the president be, and he {8 hereby,
authorized and directed to employ the
entire naval and military forces of
the United States and the resources of
the government, to carry on war
against the imperial and royal Austro-
Hungarian Government, and to bring
the conflict to a successful termina-
tion all the resources of the country
are hereby pledged by the congress of
the United States.”
A copy was transmitted late today

(Concluded on Page 7, Column 6.)

BRAZILIANS 10 SEND

Washington, Dec. 5.—Fighting has
been resumed on the Macedonian
and despatches received here
today describe the activities of the
Bulgarians as surprising. Their air-
men bave been particularly active in
reconnalssance work, bul many of
them have been brought down by Brit-
aviators, French anti-alrcraft
The fignting
has covered the front from the Struma

[to the mouth of the Vajusa, which
practically bounds the Italian position
in Albania, and a number of Bulgar-
ian patrols have been eaptured by the
French, who are installed in vantage
places overlooking the valley of the
Vardar and especially on hills above
Monastir. 7

The British aviators, the despatch
said, are continually bombarding the
Bulgarian rear.

RUSS TROOPS AID BRITISH
IN ATTACK IN MESOPOTAMIA

Joint Successful Operation Carried Out Against
Turks is Announcement by Major-

General

Maurice.

London, Dec. 5. — British troops,
acting in conjunction with an efii-
cient force of Russians, have car-
ried out a successfui operation in

Mauk.ce,
operations at the
nornced today.
The British official communication
dealing with the operations in Meso-
potamia says:
“After the action of Oct.

chief direc.or of
war

military
office, an-

20, in

which we established ourselves on the!
Jebel. Hamrin range (north of Bag- |

dad) and on the left bank of the Diala
River, the Turks continued to hold a
position in the hills and on the right
bank of that river north of Dely Ab-

%
o

ybas. General Marshall reports that
{ this position was attacked on the
morning of Monddy by converging
i columns, one of which successfully
| bridged the Diala near Kizil Robat.
“IThe enemy attempted to delay our
| advance by flooding the area between
| Nahrin and the Diala River close to
| the junetion, but the morning of Tues-
day our troops had driven back the

Turks and were in possession of the
{ Sakal Tutan Pass, thru which the road
'from Dely Abltas leads north.

“A force of Russians under com-
mand of Col. Birharakov operated on
our right flank and rendered valuable
assistance.

“Prisoners te the number of 105 and
two fleld guns were captured.”

Figure on Aiding Entente Cause
With Men as Well as With
Munitions

New York, Dec. 5. — A commission
of nine army and civilian otficials
sent by the Government of Brazil to
imake a study of American munitions
factories during the next year or 18
months, with a view to enabling the
Latin republic to expand her muni-
tion manufacturing facilities to meet
her war needs, arrived in this city to-
day.

Purchase of powder, machine guns,
small arms, and other ammunition for
the use of-Brazil's army and navy will
be one of the purposes of the mis-
sion’s presence here, it was stated.
but the chief ‘object is the eventual
development of so ‘many. munition
making plants in Brazil that foreign
orders will not have to ke placed.

Captain Fagundes, secretary to the
commission, said that while Brazilian
warships probably would stay on the
American side of the Atlantie, it
would not be surprising if Brazilian
troops take their place on the battle
front in Europe.

DINEEN’S MEN’S FURS.

Men's
These
skins,

The best assorted stock of
Coon S8kin Coats in. Canada.
are all ful -furred matched
large skirted coats with large lapels
and heavy storm collar. The pric’el
are also uniformly right. YDineen’s,
140 Yonge sireet,
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