
r R I-: i< A c E

Qenesit of the

Encyclopaedia.

Till, idea of prcparitiK a new l^utionary of the Hible on critical lines for the
bcnetit of all serious students, both protcssional and lay, was prominent in the

mind of tlic many-sided scholar to whose beloved memory the
present volume is inscribed. It is more than twelve years since
I'rot. Robertson Smith beK'an to take steps toward.s realising this

idea. As an academical teacher he had from the first been fully aware of the
importance of what is known as Hiblical luicvclopadia, and his own earliest
contributions to the subject in the J-:,inc/>f,c,iu, lUihtnnua larry us as far b.Kk
as to the year i«75. If for a very brief period certain untoward events arrested
his activity in this direction, the loss of time was speedily made up. (or sel.lo.n
perhaps has there been a greater display of intellectual ener-v than is given in
the series of biblical articles signed ' W. R. S.' which appeared in the EiuvcloMdia
hntaunua between 1875 and 1H88. The reader who is interested 'in Hible
study should not tail to examine the list, which includes among the lon-er articles
Hii.i.i.:, C.xNTici.Ks. Chromci.ks. D.wid. IIi.,.ki:w L.am.ix,.! Hom-v i, hi'
SAI.E.M. JOEI.. JuiHiKS. K1N...S. LkviTKS, M.M.Arn,. M I'ssl.Ml,

' M 1< \M
'

I'lm Is.
TiNE.s. Fkikst. Pkopukt. P.s.vi.ms, Sacrifick. Temi-i.e. TrniEs. Zh'.hxmvh-
and among the shorter. AN(iEt., Akk. Haai.. DEcAi.o.iUE. Ki 1 Kvf H\,,;\i
Lamentations. Mei.chizedek. Moi.och. Nadat.eans, Na.ium. Na/xki'ti. Nine'
VEn. Obai.iah. I'AKAi.isi:. Ruth. Sabbath, Sai.i.ucee.s Sa.mlei.. Tauikn \ci eVow. '

Nor should the students of our day overlook the service which this far-
seeing scholar and editor rendered to the nascent conception of an >nt,n,ational
oibhcal criticism by inviting the co-operation of foreign as well as Vxv lish con-
tributors. That names like those of Noldcke. Tiele. VVelhausen. Harnack?Schurer
Gutschmid, Geldner, appeared side by side with those of well-known and honoured
Hritish scholars in the list of contributors to the F.ncyclora:dui was a guarantee of
freedom from dangerous eccentricity, of comprehensiveness of view, of thorouirh-
ness and accuracy of investigation.

Such a large amount of material illustrative of the Hible. marked by unity
of aim and consistency of purpose, was thus brought together that the F.ucvcbpu-.dm britanmai became, inclusively, something not unlike an Encyclopaedia Bthlica
The idea then occurred to the editor and his publishers to rciniblish for the
guidance of .students, all that might be found to have stood the test of iime the
acunae being filled up, and the whole brought up, as far as possible, to the hi-h
level of the most recent scholarship. It was not unnatural to wish for this •

b"ut
there were three main opposing considerations. In the first place there were
other important duties which made pressing demands on the time and ener-^v of


