
IJciii}.' liiinlv. tlu> ciirrniit i-- i'(iiii|iiirntiv(l\ (ii-v to iMiltivnIf. Imt. oven tlioii, tliiTi

i- the riylit Wii.v wliicli trivi-s«lic very l.c^t ri'^iilt-. aiitl the wrcni).'- \v;iy wMcli iiiny li'iiil

hi ciniiiilclc Itiihirc.

Tlif cliiff type-- uiidir lultiviitidii iirc nil. Iilnck and wiiili' iMiiTiHit-.

Soil and Location. I Icnvy <liiy lci;irn, will driiimd. lOdl mill lll^i^t. |iritiTiildy in

.1 piirtiy >iiiidid |iii>itii>ii ur with a iinrtlicni ixpn^iin' n>titiiti'- ii]inii>t idciil I'lmdi-

tions tor tile ciiiTiiiit. Tiic liuslics nrc shidjiiw rimtcd mid will ncit do well in ii very

dry. Uiirin. Miiidy s<pil. If tiir >oil is not rich in plant food, work in ii »»] well rotted

manure.

Propagation.—(1) ISy cuttings, made in lati' >uninifr from the reason's jrrowtli

and planted at once four inclion apart in r<iws three fret ajparf. The cuttings shonhl

ho eitrlit to ten inches Uln^'. and should he )ihinted so ns to leave only one or two hud-

c.xposed.

(-'» Layerintr. liend a stem over until it touches the ground and <-over with soil.

Iiaving tip (•.xpo^ed. 11 this i- done in midsummer, the new i>lant may he separatecl

nnd planted in nursery row in the fall, as descrihed for cuttings.

Planting. I'lenty of space is good for the |i!ants. as it induce^ hettir frr'iwtli and

more fruit. .\ i;ood distance is six feet each way in the liiU s.vstem ind t'onr fcit

apart in rou- -ix feet apart for the continuous row. Strong one-year-old plants are

the hc-t. Iiut two-\(ar-o|(l ..nc- arc hetur than weak yc:irlini;>. The plant >hould Ik-

-et at least an inch deeper than it stood in the uursery row. Where early spring plant-

ing is not iios>ih!e it is hetter to plant in the fall, a> the -prouts >tart earlv in tlie

spring.

Cultivation.- The cultivation -liouhl I'e >liallou. on aci'o\nit of tlic -hallow root

-ystem. Freipient cultivation is (>--cntial to keep up the dust mulch and pmvent

ivaporatioii of moisture, as well a,- to keep down grass and weed-, Tn a very clean

orchard where tlicr<> is no dMng(>r of weed-, a mulch of -traw, «awdu-t. etc.. niay he

cm|)loyed to con-crvc the ic re.

Pruning.- A cmTani i>h >houlcl con-i-r of -ix or I'ii^ht -ti ins. forming a fairly

open (hut not strnguly* iish. N'o wood older than four year- -lio\dd he kept, hut

each year a couple of old cane- should he removed and an equal nnnilii r of young ones

!cft t<i take their place-. Ki d aial while currant- hear nm-t of the truil on two or thrcc-

Noar-old wood, lilack cnrrants arc ilepcndcnt on the oni'-year-old wood tor mo-t ot

the fruit. Pruning should he governed hy the-e facts. Man.v authorities recoiumeno

I'all pruning, while other- |ivefer the spring ahout the time that the leaves are out.

I'inehing hack rapidly growing shoots in i-arly -ununer induce- hu-hy irrowth and

]iermits a hotter development of the fr\iit. If the old wood is gradually remo\ cd year

l.y year, the huslie-- are kept vigorous and prolitlc for many year-.

Yield.- I'hi' fruit ripens during the latter part of .luly. A yield of loo hushcls

i,r l.OiMt pound- per acre i- not hy any mean- eoii-iilen-cl a 'humpcv er,.p." while I.".
•

i'Ushels is an average. The red currant- are perhap- hetter yieldcr- on an average

•lian the hlack or the white. .\ half-dozen plant- -liould produce i-nougli to su|)iily the

ixcrage ho\isehold.

Winter Protection.- r^eing entirely hardy. c\irrant- do not need any winter pm-
eetinn other than that which i< atTordol hy the -heltiT-helts aroun<l the orchard and

he hhinket of -.now which lies on the western prairli' all winter. If the season is dry

r if the soil is getting p'lor. it is well to ajiply a mulch of good manure around the

u-lies in the fall and work this into the ground in tiie spring without in,inring the

c.t^. i;f the plants.
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