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February. Captain Moor^ fearful of a Thaw, proceeded

to cut his Ship out of the Ice •, but Captain

Bmith had no Intention of cutting out the Cali-

fornia as yet. And this Proceeding of Captain

iVfwr's was very unfeafonable, ^greatly dilcon^

tenting the Men, and forwarding them in their

Ulncfs. For the Weather between the twenty-

fourth and twenty-eighth was very clofc, coldj

with Falls of fleaky and fmall Snow^ and on the

twenty-eighth it was very (harp Weatherj with a

hard Gale of Wind, and fo feverely cold as to

taufe the Hair and Eyebrows to be covered with

Jt white Froft, and the Moiflure of the Eyebrows

and Droppings of the Nole to freeze, as had

been ufual in Winter; It muft be fuppofed that

Work amongft Ice and Water went on but hea-

vily in fuch Weatherj as it really did •, though

on the firft Day they in one Place got to the

Water, which was under the Ice* and to the

Ship's Keel, finding the Water warm, and the

Mud foft and unfroze.

Towards the latter Part of this Month feVeral

of the People were Snow-blind^ which did not

continue more than two or three Days to any?

one of them i Moft of them had fore Eyes, og-

cafioned by the fame Reafon as the Blindnefs,

^ix, the Reflexion of the Sun upon the Whitenefs

of the Snow. The only Prevention is, the time-

ly Wearing of a Piece of black Crape over the

F.vrq.
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