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MlHMionnrius to \ii*it ynii, or 8ciul from tiino to tituo, n Minislcr to dinpcnao

imioiijXfit \^,i, Diviiin ordiimnms.

Uut, '»lc««e(l bn (iod, nil acccRH to iiiin, nnd ooinmunion with liim arc not for-

biddct liig people even tlioiifjli they rimy bo diHperaod in the lonely wildorneM,

nnd fir from IiIh Hiinctiiari( ... For Jciiovuii who ih great in Zioii lina hin

dwelliii;,' " with him, that ia of a contrite und hiimblo Hpirit, to revive the

spirit of the hiimbli', and to rcvivn the heart of the contrite oncH." And he

heara the prayer poured out to him in secret, and apoukB peace to hia people

throufjli hid word: nnd, wlien they wait humbly on Him with their familicH, ho

causca the voice of rcj^icin;: nnd .snlvalion to be heard in their tabornaclefl!

And hcri!, Uhktmrkn, permit uh to Hay in roforcnco to FAMii.r Woiiship, that

if the Btatcd atid uerious obscrvanco of it i« ncceusary to the healthy cxiatencd

of family religion, ovun when all llio public ordinances of the Church are

enjoyed, then, the want of thoBO ordinances only enhances the neceaaity for

its observance; by everyone at least, who would adopt thoresolution of Josh-

ua: "as for me, and my house, wo will Korve the Lord."

Attendance on the jjiiblic wort^hip of (iod, to which wo have been ndvertinp,

is but one brunch of another more comprchcnHivc duty, to which also we would

now call your attention—that of honouriko the Lokd'» Day And, in res-

pect of this great duty, which draws its sanctions alike from the law of the Ten

Commandments, and the gospel economy, wo dcsiro to leave a formal testi-

mony with all whom wc are now addressing, whether dwellers in the woods,

or in villages and towns.

Be assured then, tliat a conscient/ou3 regard to the Sabbath as a day for spir-

itual exercises is essential to the existence and perpetuity of the Divine life

in the soul. Tlie glorious character and works of God, especially as they

are moiufested in the plan of redemption, must liave a set time for being

studied. The fear and love, adoration and praise which are supremely dun

unto him, must have a time for being cultivated and expressed. The glory

and immortality which the gospel oilers to our faith nnd hopes, to be seen by

ns in their own transcendant importance and excellence, must bo contemplated

at a time, when ouv minds are withdrawn from tlic cares and pursuits of

earth. And such a time, a time too appointed by Cod is our Wkrklt Sab-

bath. Sec then, Bkloved Buethiien, that you prize the Sabbath, and honour

it, according to the gracious designs of God in instituting it, and the directions

of his word. Sabbath profanation you may at once perceive is in its very na.

ture a master sin—a sin, not merely malignant in itself, but subversive of all

that is good, and introductory to all that is evil in the character and life.

—

Where it prevails, personal, family, and national religion alike are destroyed.

—

The annals of crime uniformly attest, that the habits of lircntinusnoss, fraud,

and violence, which have brought multitudes to din ignominiously in beggary,

or in hospitals, or by the public executioner, were in many cases formed, and

in all fostered, by the sin of Sabbath profanation. And a reference to the

history of Christianity since the reformation will shew, tliat those churches

which took up low views of the authority of the Sabbath, have been least efii-

cicnt in holding forth the light of Divine truth; andhavo been, to the great,

est extent, tainted with error end iniidclity.


