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S E
tho' he hds, thro* the Courfe of

the Piece, app:ar'd to have Foi-

bles, yet, as they have not arifen

from any Madnefs of Heart, and

that the open Sincerity of his

Repentance is too apparent to

every Avditor, not to render him
defervir.g of a Reftoration to his

Eftcem, the Author might per-

haps have wav'd fome little of

his PuniflimcRt, and reftor'd his

Aramirtta aifo to his Arms.
"What the Author however feems

to have principally aimed at, vix.

Delicacy, Sentiment, and the

Confcquence of Inftrudlion in the

Condudl of a generous and wcll-

plac'd Paflion, he has undoubt-

edly mod eminently fuccceeded

in.—His Celia and Sir John Do-
rilaaff and more efpecially the

latter, are Charaders moft per-

feftly amiable and worthy of

Imitation, and to remove at once

the great Cavila of the Critics,

who feecn'd with Refpe£t to this

Piece to be at a Lofs where to fix

u Cenfiue, if a dramatic Piece

has thofe cQTential good Qualitiec

of affording at once a Senlibility

to the Heart, a Leflbn to the ITn-

d;rllanding, and an agreeable A-
niufement to the Senfes, of what

Imporrancc as it be look back to

what Title the Author has

thought proper to give it.

Semtl*. Opera, by fFil/hm

Congrevtf 4I0.—This Piece was

not performed at the Time when
it was written, nor indeed during

»hc Life of it's Author j but has

been Cnce fet to Mufic by the

great Mr. Handc'^ and frequently

rcprefented at the Theatre Royal

in Covent Garden with upivcrtal

Applaufe.

SzsosT R 1 i, or Royalty in Dif-

guije. Trag. by Jokn Sturiryt

gvo. »7l8.—This I'lay was adcd

with fcwne Succefs at the Theatre

Royal in Lmil»s-Inn-Fif'Jt, and

S E
tho' it is not in itfclf a Piece of

any great Merit in Rcfped to

Language or poetical Execution,

yet< it feeras to have furnilhed

Hints to fome of our later Tragic

Writers, who, having had great-

er Abilities, have made a more
marterly Ufe of the very fame
Incidents that compofe the Plot

of this Tragedy.—In fliort, Meropi

and Bsrbarofa feem both greatly

indebted to this Piece. The
Scene is laid in Egypt, where

Omar having depofed and mur-
dered the foimer King Pbaruacest

and ufurped the Throne from his

Widow Nitocris, is ftill unfatif-

fied till he can clofe the Scene of

Blood by the Death of her Son

SefoJIrhf who, thro' the Care of

Fbareiy an old Servant of the

King's, had been preferved from

the General Slaughter of the

Royal Race, and bred up at a

Diftance from the Court.——5e-
fojiris returning to Egypt, in or-

der to aflert his Rignts, meets

with Omar^s Son, who, having

attacked him, falls a ViAim to

his Valour, and the Conqueror

making himfelf Mafter of a Ring,

Letter and other Credentials be-

longing to the Son of Omar, pro-

ceeds on his Expedition, and by

the Advice of Phare: pafles on 0-

mar for his own Son (whom he

had not feen from Infancy) and

the Slayer of SeJof.rii,—-'\\\\^ Im-
pofition however being at length

difcovercd, the Tyrant's Rage
dooms him an immediate Sacri-

fice at the Temple of Ijn ; but

as the fatal Atl is juil on the

Verge of being executed, Stjof-

tris, full of a I'upcrnatural Ardui

,

fcizts on the Knife of Saciifiv;i-,

:md pliinfing it iu the l'\rji;rs

Heart, at once frees the Nation

from Oppolition, and rctlo^fv.

himfelf to the Throne, hi^ Riglir

by Birth.
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