
' mean-

Sir WILFRID LArKIKR. I am not al.k-
to givi- my hon. friond more Information
tlian I am Riviny today. ! am dinfussing
ihiK matter from a Ri-ntTal jraint or view.
When we come to itie comtiiittee atn^e, I
will rndeavour to satisfy his cnriosity as
to thes" details.

Mr. W. F. MACI.PJAN. May I a«l( the
riRlit hoR gentleman a rjuestion ? The in-
terijretation clause of the I3!1I sava thai
'emergency means war. InvaHlon or Insur-
rertii.n, real or apprehended.' If it reqnires
one year to constnirt the plant and four
.veart< to construrt llie navy, what would In
do if such an emergt?iicv arost
time 7

Sir WILFRID LAURIKR. I think. Mr.
Speaker, we are gettine prettv far from tlie
quesilon we liave in hand Just now.

Mr. .1. A. CURRIE. Mieht I ask the riKlit
lion. Kontleman a quewth.n ? It in simply
this : does that jiiani include niacliinerV
for (lie manufacture of guns and machin-
ery ?-hecause seventy per cent, of the cost
ol these .sjiips consi- ., of guns and machin-
ery

Sir WILFRri) LAruiKlt. I think ship
and sun>; are different things. Hut 1 ar
only ai present Kiving a p.-neral ouLllnc of
the policy; [ do not think the details are
.1 part of tiie present discussion on the s
cond reading of the Bill; they can all be
asked for in conimiitee of the House. I
may say that it is the intention of the gov-
ernment to cstatjilsh a new department for
this service—not undfr a different minister.
but to have a deputy minister charged with
the duly of lookng after this naval ex-
;)eiditure and (his naval conKtruction. On
tlijs ])oini: j will give further exjdanatlons
when We are lu committee.

honldThere is one other observation I

make. My hon. frieml tht. ,eader
o|)position. In the course of bis ohservafons
the other day, if I understood him aright,
whilst approving of th" princi|ile of this
measure, thought it did not go far enough,
but that We should also make an emergency
eontvlbution on account of the apiirehend-
ed daii>;er to Great Hritain from Germany.
I do not !:'iew v.hether I have apprehended
rightly ilu" posiiirm taken bv m-- non. f'-lend
on this point. I think I did A( all eveni«
i' he did not tala* this position, It has been
taken very generally by the |)ress of the
country speaking for tbe other side of
the House. For my part, I do not see any
cause of danger to Great Britain at the
present time. Let me say further, that if
Great Britain were engaged in such a con-

tent, a wave of enlhuMasm ro assiat her
would aweeji over this country and all other
Hritlsb counirles. It In true. Genuanv is
creating a navy, but I see no reason what-
ever for sujipoBing that Germany is creating
a navy for the purpose of attack or tbat
Kngland Is IncreasiiiK her navy for th.> pur-
liose of attacking Germany. The fact is that
all the nations of Kurope at the present time
are arming: England is arming. Germany is

niing. France is arming. Austria i« arm-
ing: but I do not heliev any of these
naiiona is arming with any Inienilon of at-
tacking his neighbour, but u- are arminc
simply because they are afraid ihai tiiev
will be attacked by one of th. . neighlionrs.
I was impressed by one statement of my
lion, friend the leader of the opposition.
though 1 did not share in liie conclusions
which lie Iniiilied from il. He said
thai if war came belwe-n Knglaiid and
Germany, it would come within tli.' lie\t
lliree {.r four years. 1 have not been able
to get any .saiisract.ory answer to this query:
what is the reason lor sujiiiosing that war
from Germany is to come wuliin tbe next
three or four years '.' Germany conniienceil

build a lleet In lH'ni; but, as my lum.
friend riglnly said, no liureiicari niition
comniMlcing with nothing, as Germanv has
do:ie, can cr<'ale a Heel Inside nf fifteen or
twenty years. If that lie so. It Is not to he
expected tliat Germany will be in a jmsi-
lioij to attack l-:nt;Iand within the next three

vill l)e ihe jiusiilon til"

figures of comparison
ami Itritisli navies
The roliil tminime of
Hrilish navy will b.'

I'lVliU'i.iiini loiiH, and that of the German
nav\ MHi.mio Ions, a difference of 1,Hiii.(Hhi
Ions. I'mier such circumsranc;s danger is
not to be apiireiiended within three or lour
years. Moreover, I call atteniiou to this
tact. No one knows exactly what Is in the
minds of ihe (ierman government, but
everybody I'nows that between tlie peoiih^
of ICngland and the t>P'iple of tUrniany

)f four years. Wh:
hings n mil' ? T
)etweei tlii- Germ
vill be as follows
lisiilac. nieni of II

ICngland
there Is no cause of war. They have al-

ways been fast friends ko far hack as c<

teni[iorary history goes. In the Se-.
Years' war i-^n^land and Prussia were f^

allies: in the Napoleonic wars Geriu:iii.\
and Kngland were fast allies. And there is
another feature; t'.emocracy Is coming to
the front in all t!ie countries of the world,
and all the democracy of tbe world is op-
po.sed to war. because it is well known that
war fails uiion the masses of Ihe peoide.
nar may come. I do not say it will noi
come, but I was Impressed by a statement
made the othf-r day hy mv hon. friend op-
posite. He stated that England had subsi-
dized the nations of Euroj;e time and again
to enable ihem to defend their liberty or
their independence, or Ibeir auton'oniv
aganst foreign acgressioii, England subsi-
dized Prussia under Frederick the Great,
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