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There is an intellectual vivification, at last, in Canada, and

there are indications that the native mind is at present awaken-

ing from the lethargy which has hitherto shrouded and dwarfed

it. This is expressed in many ways, and is most observable in

the large reading constituency that exists in the country, in the

influence which has given the impulse to the publishing and im-

porting of the Book Trade, and in the recognized necessity for

a Canadian magazine—a vehicle of native thought and culture.

The present lecture, it is felt, will stimulate this to a further

degree, and incite, it is hoped, a more hearty interest in Cana-

dian affairs by the people of the country.

The Publishers trust to be able to issue, periodically^ in the

series they now initiate, a succession of papers on subjects that

will prove of national importance, and their object will be gained

if it aid, even in a small degree, to promote a more ambitious

and healthy native literature.

THE PUBLISHERS.

Toronto, August, 187 i.
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