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the whole richer, happier, and more povv

erful by that conqu eft.
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t But before we come to any application

of our preliminary remarks, which will

not be found irrelevant to the principal ob-

je£l of thefe pages, let us pave the way by

a few more introdudory obfervations.
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; The mofi: fagacious writers, and indeed

all the commercial parts of human fbciety,

(which is nearly the whole of the civilized

world in a greater or lefs degree,) have de-

termined, that trade is the moft benefcial

thing that can be encouraged in a country

capable of it : and it has been juftly laid

down as a maxim, that where there is an

extenfive and well regulated trade, under the

aufpices oi equally well regulated laws ^ a pro-

vince continually increafes in refources and

in wealth ; and, that the we ilth and re-

fources of a province decline in exa6l pro-

portion


