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T. To tlK KING'S Moft Excellent MAJESTY.

fiode
Tlie Petition of the General Congrcfs^ held at

Philudelpliia in November laft.

Mo!iT Gracious Sovereign!

W.E your Majefty's faithful fubjeftsof the colonies of
North America, Sec. in behalf of ourfelves and the inha-

bi tents of thofe colonies, who have deputed us to reprefent

them in general congrefs by this our humble petition beg
leave to lay our grievances before the throne.

A ftanding army has been kept in thefe colonies ever

fince the conclufion of thclate war, without the confent of
our afleniblics ; and this army, with a confiderable naval

armament has been employed to enforce the collcftion

of taxes.

The authority of the commander in chief, and under
him of the brigadier general, hr.s in time of peace been
rendered fupreme in all the civil governments in

America.

The commander in chief of all your Majefty's forces in

Nortli America, has in time of peace, been appointed

governor of a colony. The charges of ufual offices have
bet-n greatly encreafed, and new expenfive and opprcffive

otficcs have been multiplied. y^
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