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O F T H E

SUPERIOR COUNCIL of the PROVINCE,

Referred to in page i6.

LOUIS, by the grace of God, king of France and of Na-

varre, to all thofe who fliall fee thefe prefents, greeting, We
make it known that the fuperior council of the province of Loiii-

liana, having taken into confideration the humble reprefentatioiis

made this day to that court by all the inhabitants, merchants, ar-

tifans, and others ; and thefe laying before it, that the relief of a

people, to whom the council is a father j the fupport of the laws,

of which it is the depofitory and interpreter j and the improvement

of agriculture and commerce, of which it is the patron, are the

motives of the reprefentations of faid inhabitants and merchants,

&c. What important objeds are thefe for the council ! Can it,

after having duly confidered them, give attention to any other, far-

ther than as they contribute to favour thefe ? Let it for a few mo-

ments fufpend its labours to attach itfelf to thofe fubjeds, which

are now reprefented as moft worthy of its attention and its miniftry :

and you, whofe profperity is the objed of our moil ardent wi(hes

;

you who are to us what Sparta, Athens, and Rome were to their

zealous citizens, O dear country ! fufFer us to pay a lawful debt,

by confecrating to you this weak tribute of our love, a tribute

didated by our hearts, which are feconded by an obedient hand,

ready to perform what they infpire.

Seven millions of royal paper made all the currency of this

colony, and the fortune of its citizens j the total privation of this

capital, the payment of which his majefty fufpended by an edid of
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