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Gontroul their lower by their higher facul-

ties, and forget the wants and defires of ani-

mal life for rational difquifitions or pious

contemplations.
^>^r

' The earth has fcarce a country ifo far ad-

vanced towards political regularity as to di-

vide the inhabitants into claiTes, where fome

orders of men or womea aie not diftinguifli-

cd by voluntary feverities, and where the re-

putation of their fanftity is not increafed in

proportion to the rigour of their rides, and

the exatoefs of their performance, .-.^ 'M 1h

When an opinion to which there is no

temptation of intereft fpreads wide and con-

tinues long, it may be reafonably prefumed

to have been infufed by Nature or dictated

by Reafon. It has been often obferved that

the fidions of impofture, and illufions of

fancy foon give way to time and experience
j

and that-nothing keeps its ground but truth,

which gains every day new influence by new

confirmation. . . . , , ^

But Truth, when it is reduced to prac-

tice, eafily becomes fubje£t to caprice and

ima-


