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If Capt. Gierke had advanced fo far in

his paffagp North-about from Kampfehat*

ka, as tp have cleared Nova Zembla to

the Weftward J he mud, barring acci*

dents, have arrived in England by the

end of November at the lateft. There is

a poflibility, however, nay a probability,

that his (hips may have received damage

in the ice, by being fo late in the year in

the Northern Ocean : and, in this cafe, he

may be put into Lapland to repair 3 and

may be compelled to winter there, or in

fome other Northern parts, from whence

no intelligence can be received. L^t us

hope, that he and his brave crew arc in

fafety fomewhere 5 and that, if it is their

fate to winter in the icy regions, they

have found means to build themfelves a

houfe, as Barentz and his brave crew did

183 years ago.—Upon the whole, I am

of opinion, that, if Capt. Gierke con-

tinued in his feeming rcfolution of pro-

ceeding
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