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'' From thovc the Iiuliuiis miuv into u river (tlic I-oii^r Sault), iiiiout

one loaifuc wido and a frw IcaLfUcs loni;-, and tlu-n tlioy roach u lake ot four

or five leagues in length. At tlie other end of (hat lake are five rapids,

measuring ironi the first t<> the last from 25 to .'Id leagues ; the eanoes

are carried hy land at various ])!aees during tiavel through these I'apids.

and at two other phu'es the men only disemhark and push tlie vessels in

sliallow water. None of these are so hard to jiass as is Sault Si I.ouis of

Mcatreah
" Arriving at a lake, which is ahout eighty leagues in length, there

arc a great numher of islands, and up to the otlier end tlu' water is drirdv-

uhle and the winter mild, fast the lake is seen a rather high fall with

a small volume of water. Tlie ]iortage hy la)id is ahout one-quarter ot

a league. Then, comes another lake, some si.vty leagues long, of which the

water is drinkahle. The ujiper end of this last lake turnsiuto adetroit or

strait of two leagues wide ami which goes inlan<l about 15 or 16 leagues
;

hut this is not sure, hecause the Indians who gave me the aliove i'lforma-

tion have not gone further than the delroit, and never saw any nmn who

has seen the iiig lake from which the wafer flows towards the strait.

That lake is so large that nobody would dare to naviiiafe it, ocept near

the shore. JJuring the summer season the sun sets north of that lahe,

and in the winter about the middle of it. The water is like -.hat of the

ocean, not tlrinkable."

The reader has certaiidy recognized Lake; St. Francis, the Galops

Eapids, Thousand Islands, Lake Ontario, Niagara Falls. Lake r^rie. Delroit

River and Lake Huron. The salt water of the latter cannot be ac-

counted for, unless the Indians spoke of the nation of Stinking AVater,

which was iiduibited wi'.st of the lake. The Indians wlu. explained these

matters to Chami)lain were Algonquins from Quebec and Three Eivers,

possibly some from AUumette Island also, hut this is doubtful. Xon-.> of the

Uurons of Georgian Bay had any communication with the lower St. Law-

rence before UiOO. Thci'efore. tho.se who spoke to Chamidain merely

expressed Avhal had been tdd to ti\ein. ailded to their personal experience,

Niagara Falls is said to be sometimes without water, when a strong

wiiul blows against the current of upper Niagara River, but this oidy ball-

pens once in fifty or one hundred years, and cannot be the reason why the

Indians staled there was very little water at the famous cataract. J rather

tlnnk that in using valaimk language, sonu; misuiulei-slanding was

created between Champlain and the good Indians.

They told also, he says, that the St. Lawrence ran from Niagara

Falls into the directicm of Montreal, (Juebec and Oiaspe, but that Lake

Erie, Eiver Detroit and Lake Huron weic somewhat of a standstill, likely

because they had a discharge either north or .south by which the water

escapes the attraction of the Niagara. Champlain asked them whether

any river flowed into Lake Erie, and they answered there were several


