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dcnce of tin.- weakness of the I Njll.indLrs in the ri\tr, on the

first aniviil of tlie Swedes, and thai their ..iren;,^th consisted

ahnost entirely in ^real words.

"On the ri\er," he says, '"Hes, lir>t, Maniqua's Kiid, where

the Swedes have hiiill I'ort Christina, wliere tlie hui;t,'st ships

canh)ad and unlo.ul at the shore There is another place on

the river (ailed Siiuilkihl, which is also navi;;able. That, also,

was (ornierly under llie control of th'j Hollanders, but is now
mostly under the government of tlie Swedes. In that river

( Del.iware) there are various islands and other places, f(jrnierly

belonjiinj; to the Hollanders, whose name they still bear, which

sutticitMitly shows that the river l)elon;;s to the Hollanders, and
not to the Swedes. Their very commencement will convict

them. Ilefore the year 16^8, one Minnewits, who had formerly

acted as director for the 'I'rading Company at Manhatans.

came into the river in the ship AVr of Colmar, and the yacht

called the BiiJ Griffin. He ga\e out to tlie Hollander, Mr.

van der Xederhorst, the aj^ent of the West India Company in

the South River, that he was on a V(;yage to the West India

Islands, and that he was staying there to take in wood and
water. Whereu])on said Hollander allowed him to go free.

But, some time after, some of our pecjple going thither found
him still there, and he had planted a garden, and the plants

were growing in it. In astonishment we asked the reasons for

such procedure, and if he interided to stay there. To which

he answered evasively, alleging various excuses for his con-

duct. The third time they found them settled and building a

fort. Then we saw their purpose. As soon as he was in-

formed of it. Director Kieft protested against it, but in vain."

Thus Peter Menuet made a good beginning for the settle-

ment of the Swedish colony in America. He guarded his

little fort f(jr over three years, and the Hollanders neither at-

tempted nor were able to overthrow it. After some years of

faithful service he died at Christina. In his place followed

Teter HoUendare, a native Swede, who did not remain at the

head of its affairs more than a year and a half. He returned

hoip.e to Sweden, and was a major at Skepsholm, in Stock-

holm, in the year 1655.
The second emigration took place under Lieutenant Colonel

John Printz, who went out with the appointment of Governor
of New Sweden. He had a grant of four hundred rix dollars

for his travelling expenses, and one thousand two hundred dol-


